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IN TEO D CCTIO N .
Geograph ical Def.nitio'iis.
G e o g r a p h y  is a  description of the earth and its 
productions; it is usually divided into Mathe- 
imiticaly Physical, and Political Geography.
The word Geography is compounded of two Greek words signifying a 
description o f the earth.
The figure of the earth is nearly that of a globe 
or sphere.
The diameter'^ of the earth, or its measure 
through the centre, is about 7,912 miles.
The circumference of the earth, or its measure 
round on its surface, is nearly 25,000 miles.
The axis of the earth is an imaginary line 
passing through its centre from north to south, 
the extreme points of which are called the poles.
Meridians are great circles passing through the 
poles ; any one of these circles divides the earth 
into two equal parts, called hemispheres.
The equator] is a great circle which divides the 
globe into the northeim and southeiii hemispheres.
The ecliptic is a great circle, which corresponds 
with the path  in which the sun appears to pass in 
the heavens.
Parallels o f Jjatitude are less circlos^drawn round 
the globe parallel to the equator ; four of them*— 
the two tropics and the two polar circles—m ark the 
boundaries of the zo7ies.
 ^ In this word the a  is sounded like a  in am . 
t In this word the a  is sounded like ft in dav.
There are fi\e zones ; one torrid, two temperate, 
and frigid'^
A climate is a portion of the earth's surface 
bounded by two parallels of latitude, and of such 
breadth, that the longest day in the parallel 
nearest the pole exceeds that in the other by half 
an hour, from the equator to the polar circles.
A map is the representation of the whole earth, 
or of any part of it, on a flat surface. The top of 
the map is usually the north, the bottom the south, 
the right hand side the east, and the left hand 
side the west f
Latitude is the distance of a place north or south 
from the equator. Longitude is the distance of a 
place east or west from the first meridian. J
The earth has two motions; one round its own 
axis in 24 hours, the other round the sun in a 
year ; the former produces the succession of daij 
and night, the latter the changes of the seasons.
* The torrid  or hot zone is between the tropics ; the tem perate zoiiea 
are between the tropics and the polar circles ; and the J'ri<jid or cold 
zonee are between the iK)lar circles and the poles. Hemisphere means 
half a s])here or globe.
t T he/bur cardinal poin ts  of the horizon are the north, south, east, 
and west. In order to know these points of the horizon, let the ])upil 
turn towards the sun at noon. He is then facing the north, his back 
is towards th e‘south, the east is on his right hand, and the west on his 
left h ^ d . j ~
J -The is that which passes through the royal observa-
tOYv of Oreenwicii, fwar London. Ferro, the most westerly of the 
OaTiary Islands, is that-Uirough which the first meridian was formerly 
drawn, and thence the.r^ason of the Old and New Worlds being called 
the E asteni and continents.
THE WORLD.
I^atural Divisions of the Earth’s Surface.
The surface of the earth is estimated at 107 
millions of square miles, and is naturally  divided 
into land and water; the land occupying about 
one-fourth and the water three-fourths of the 
whole.
L A N D .
A continent is a very large portion of land con­
taining many countries and kingdoms, and not 
divided by the s e a ; as the Continent of Europe, 
the Continent of America.
An island is a tract of land entirely surrounded 
by water ; as Ireland, Tasmania.
A ‘peninsula is a tract of country surrounded by 
water cn all sides, except where it is joined to a 
continent by a narrow neck of land, called an 
isthmus ; thus the IMorea is a peninsula joined to 
the continent of Europe by the Isthm us of Corintlu 
Spain and Portugal are frequently called the Penin^ 
sula, because of their forming the most important 
tract of land in Europe of tha t form.
A cape, promontory, or head is a point of land 
stretching out into the s e a ; as the Cape of Good 
Hope, sometimes called the Cape, the southern 
extremity of Africa ; Cape York, the northernmost 
point of Australia.
W hen the land rises above the level country, it 
is  called a hill or mountain, as Mount Blanc, in
Switzerland ; and when this high land runs con­
tinuously through a country or a number of 
countries, it is called a chain or ridge of mountains ; 
thus the chain of the Apennines traverses the 
whole of Italy from north to south. Tlie height of 
mountains is reckoned from the level of the sea.
A volcano is a burning mountain, which from 
time to time casts forth flames, or throws out a 
fiery stream of melted earth and metals, called 
lava. The period of these eruptions and outbreaks 
is quite uncertain ; they sometimes cease for years, 
and then are suddenly renewed. The most cele­
brated volcanoes are Mount E tna in iSicily: Mount 
Vesuvius, near N ap le s ; and Mount Ilecia, in 
Iceland.
The name of tahle-land is given to any flat 
country at a considerable height above the sea. 
The table land of Mexico is between 6000 and 
9000 feet high ; that of Quito, in South America 
is more than 9000.
A plaiyi is a flat low-lying country, or gently 
undulating land.
A desert is a tract of country without rivers and 
of course not inhabited
A shore or coast is land bordering upon the sea.
W ATER.
The ocean is the wide open part of the body of 
water surrounding the land on all sides, and 
extending from one pole to the other. For the con­
venience of description, it is usually divided into 
five parts; the Arctic Ocean, round the North Pole; 
the Antarctic, round the South Pole ; the Atlantic 
between the western coasts of Eui’ope and Africa
and the eastern coast of A m erica ; the Indian, to 
the south of A sia ; the Pacific, between the eastern 
coast of Asia and the western qoast of America.
A sea is a smaller extent of w a te r ; as the Baltic 
Sea. the Mediterranean Sea.
A strait is a narrow passage of water connecting 
two seas; as the Strait of Dover, connecting the 
North Sea and the English Channel ; the Strait 
of Gibraltar, uniting the M editerranean Sea with 
the Atlantic Ocean ; Cook Strait, Bass’s Strait.
A cJian?iel is a wider passage than a strait ; as 
the British Channel, the St. George’s Channel.
A g u lf or bay is a large arm of the sea stretching 
into the land ; as the Gulf of Mexico, the Gulf of 
Venice, the Gulf of Carpentaria, the Bay of Biscay, 
Baffin’s Bay.
A creek is a small arm of the sea stretching into 
the land.
A harbour or haven is a small portion of the sea 
so surrounded by land as to afford a shelter for 
ships in stormy weather ; as Portsmouth Harbour, 
Milford Haven, Port Jackson.
A road or roadstead is a part of the sea not so 
well sheltered as a harbour, but affording pro­
tection to vessels against certain winds.
A river is a large stream of water collected from 
various springs and fountains, and running into 
the sea or into a larger river. The longest river 
in the world, the Mississippi, runs above 4,400 
miles ; the longest river in Australia, the ^Murray, 
2,400 miles. The right bank of a river is tha t 
which is on your right hand as you go down the 
stream towards the s e a ; the left bank is tha t 
which lies to your left. The junction of a river
8with the sea is called its motith; if this opening be 
very wide so as to form a large sheet of water, it 
is named a firth  or estuary ; as the F irth  of Forth, 
the Solway Firth.
A stream or river which flows into a larger river 
is called a trihitary or ajfluetit of that river. The 
basin of a river is the whole tract of country which 
is drained by that river and its tributaries.
A lahy or lochj or merCy is a great body of water 
surrounded on all sides by land, and frequently 
communicating with the sea by a r iv e r ; as the 
Lake of Gennesaret, in Galilee ; Loch Lomond, in 
Scotland; Windermere, in Cumberland. The 
largest in the world is Lake Superior, which is 
380 miles long, and 160 broad. The waters of 
some lakes are salt, in which case they are gene­
rally distinguished as inland seas; as the Caspian 
Sea, the Dead Sea.
Boundaries.—The top of a map is commonly the 
northy the bottom the southy the side to your right 
hand is the easty that to your left hand the west. 
Half-way between north and east is called north- 
east; between north and west, north-west; between 
south and east, south-east; between south and 
west, south-west. In  giving the boundaries of any 
country or continent, you say that it is bounded 
on the north by whatever land or water lies 
beyond it on that side ; on the south, by any land 
or water to the south ; and you say the same with 
the east and west. Thus—England is bounded on 
the north by Scotland; on the south by the 
English Channel; on the east by the German 
Ocean; and on the west by the Irish Sea and the 
St. George’s Channel.
N.W.
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There are two vast continents; the eastern and 
the western.
The eastern continent comprises Europe, Asia, 
Africa, and Australia, and is called the Old World,
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The western continent is divided into North and 
South America, and is called the I^ew World.
Polynesia comprises the numerous groups of 
islands scattered over the great ocean which ex­
tends from the south-eastern shores of Asia to the 
western coast of America.
There are six great divisions of the globe, v iz . : 
Europe, Asia, Africa, America, Australasia, and 
Polynesia.
There are five great oceans ; the Pacific, A tlan­
tic, Indian, Northern (or, Arctic) and Southern (or, 
Antarctic).
The Pacific lies between Asia and America, and 
is about 12,000 miles in one direction, and 9,000 
in another.
The Atlantic is bounded by Europe and Africa 
on one side, and by North and South America on 
the other, and is about 4500 miles across.
The Indian Ocean lies south of Asia, and east of 
Africa, and is about 5000 miles broad.
The Northern Ocean lies round the nortli pole, 
and the Southern Ocean round the south pole. *
♦ Estimated extent of the land and water on the globe.
Sq. m iles.
Old World, or Eastern Continent, contains ..........................  31,000,000
New World, or Western Continent ...   17,000,000
Maritime World, or Oceaniea ..................................................  8,000,000
Total land area of the g lo b e ..................................................  56,000,000
Sq. miles.
Pacific Ocean .................................................
Southern Ocean .........................
Atlantic O c e a n ..........................
Indian Ocean ......................................
Northern Ocean .....................................
The Inland Seas ......................................
Total extent of water on the globe
50.000.000
30.000.000
25.000.000
17.000.000 
5,600,000
14,400,000
142,000,000
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The population of the earth is estimated to be 
not less than 1450 millions.*
AUSTRALASIA.
A u s t r a l a s i a  lies to the south-east of Asia, and 
comprises the large island or continent of Aus­
tralia (with the island of Tasmania immediately 
to the south), and the belt of islands surrounding 
it on the north, north-east, east, and south-east. 
The chief islands forming this belt are—Papua (or 
New Guinea), Louisiade Archipelago. N e w  B ri­
tain, New Ireland, Admiralty Islands, the Solomon 
Islands, Santa Cruz Islands, New Hebrides, the 
Fiji Islands, New Caledonia, Norfolk Island, New 
Zealand, Chatham Islands, and Auckland Islands.
A U ST R A L IA .
H i s t o r y  o f  D i s c o v e r y .— Australia is the largest 
island in the world, equalling in extent more than
* Of this number Europe contains 320 millions ; Asia, 830 millions ; 
Africa, 200 millions; America, 96 millions; and Australasia and Polynesia, 
4 millions. Nearly 2C0 millions profess the Catholic Religion : about 70 
millions belong to the Greek Church ; and there are about 75 millions 
of different sects of Protestants; 160 millions Mohammeilans and five 
millions Jews. The remainder are Pagans. There are five principal 
races of the great family of mankind, which are here arranged 
according to tlieir progress in civilization : namely, the Euroi>ean or 
W hite; the Asiatic or Y ellow ; the American or l ie d ;  the Malay or 
Jjrovn ; and the African or Black.
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two-thirds of the continent of Europe. I t  is difS.- 
cult to determine at what time this land was first 
discovered, or to which of the European nations 
the merit of the discovery is due. The earliest 
authentic information is that of its discovery by 
Luis Vase de Torres, a Spaniard, in 1606, who 
made the land in the vicinity of Torres Straits. 
I t  was afterwards visited by several Dutch navi­
gators, from whom it received the name of New 
Holland. Dampier was the first English navigator 
who visited the coast of Australia, but Cook was 
the first to give accurate information, and dispel 
many illusions regarding this expansive region ; 
during his first voyage in 1770, he explored the 
eastern coast from Cape Howe to Cape York, a 
distance of 2,100 miles. The land from Cape York 
to the N.W . Cape, comprising a coast of 2,200 
miles, was discovered by the Dutch navigator De 
Witt, in 1627 and 1628. The land from the N.W , 
Cape to Cape Lleeuwin on the S.W., a distance of 
900 miles, was first discovered by the navigators, 
Edel and Hartog, who visited this country in 1616 
and 1619. Cape Lleeuwin was first seen and 
named in 1622, by the commander of a Dutch 
vessel, called the Lioness. The coast from Cape 
Lleeuwin to Wilson’s Promontory, a distance of 
2,300 miles, was first seen in 1672 by Peter 
Nuyts, a Dutchman ; great acquisitions w ere made 
towards a knowledge of this part of the coast in 
1800 and 1802 by the navigators, Grant, Bawdin, 
and Flinders. i\[r. Bass, surgeon of the discovery 
ship, Eeliance, explored that part of the coast from 
Wilson’s Promontory to Cape Howe, a distance of 
250 m iles; this completes the circumference of
13
Australia, which may be said to measure nearly 
8,000 miles round.
S i t u a t i o n , E x t e n t  — Australia is bounded on the 
north by the Indian Ocean and Torres Strait ; on the 
south by the Southern Ocean and Bass’s S t ra i t ; 
on the east by the Pacific Ocean ; and on the west 
by the Indian Ocean. I t  is situated between the 
parallells of 10^ 42 min., and 39° 9 min., south la ti­
tude ; and between 113° 5 min., and 153° 47 min. 
east longitude; the greatest extent from north to 
south is about 2,000 miles, and from east to west, 
2,500.
D i v i s i o n s . —Australia, including the neighbour­
ing island of Tasmania, contains six colonies, as 
follows : —
Colonies. E xtent in  sq. miles.
Pojnda-^ 
tion. 1 Chief Toicns.
Pojoxda-
tion.
1. New South Wales ... 323,437 750,000' Sydney 200,000
2. Victoria 86,831 850,000 Mell>ourne ... 235,000
3. Queensland... 670,1 go; 222,000 Brisbane 35,000
4. South Australia 900,0001 277,000 Adelaide 85,000
5. Western Australia ... 1,000,000! 29,000 Perth 7,000
6. Tasmania ... 26,000| 114,000 Hobart Town 25,000
F a c e  o f  t h e  C o u n t r y . —A chain of mountains 
stretches along the whole eastern coast from Cape 
York, the most northern point, to Bass’s Strait, 
in the south. The country lying between these 
ranges and the sea are undulating and watered 
regions, and for the most part fertile. On the 
western or inland side are extensive upland plains 
having an average elevation of from 900 to 2,000 
feet above the sea. From these the land gradually 
slopes towards the interior, and forms immense
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low-lyinp^ plains, w g II  adaptod for pastoial pur­
poses. The country lying: to the west and south­
west of the Warragong Mountains (or Australian
Alps) the southern portion of the eastern chain
 is generally hilly and well watered. In  the
neighbourhood of St. Vincent and Spencer Gulfs, 
in %outh Australia, are some ranges of high 
ground, lying in a direction north and south. 
The western coast is backed by higli grounds of 
moderate elevation. Similar tracts of high ground 
lie along the north-west and northern coast. From 
the inland base of the coast ranges vast plains extend 
towards the distant interior; in many parts these 
plains are almost perfectly level, while in others 
the country is more diversified; tracts of undulating 
ground, in many cases grassy and well watered, 
being of frequent occurrence. The interior of the 
country (formerly supposed to consist almost 
entirely of desert plains) was in 1861-2 crossed by 
Burke and Wills and by McDouall btuart, and 
since, in 1873-4 by W arburton, Giles and Forrest, 
and found to contain many fine tracts of good 
grazing country. Much, however, still remains 
unexplored.
C l i m a t e ,  S o i l ,  &c.—The climate of Australia 
is for the most part dry and healthy ; the northern 
parts within the torrid zone are of course h o t ; but 
the southern and south-eastern portions—where 
the principal settlements have been made—have 
an average temperature not greater than that ex­
perienced in the south of Europe. Long droughts 
sometimes occur, while at certain seasons rain 
falls with great violence. Australia for the most 
part may be considered a pastoral country, sup­
I D
porting vast herds of sheep, cattle, and horses. 
The greater part of the country lying to the south­
east produces wheat, maize, oats, barley, potatoes, 
and all the fruits and vegetables known in Great 
Britain; while the country lying to the n o r th ­
east produces vines, oranges, pine apples, sugar 
cane, bananas, tobacco, cotton, and all the tropical 
fruits and plants. The woods of Australia, par­
ticularly the ornamental, are numerous and 
valuable.
I s l a n d s . —Tasmania, Furneaux Island and 
K ing’s Group, in Bass’s Strait ; Kangaroo Island, 
near St. Vincent G u lf ; on the northern coast, Mel­
ville, Bathurst, Wessel I s la n d s ; with Groote, 
Wellesley, and Pellew Islands, in the Gulf of 
Carpentaria; Sandy Island, on the east ; and Dirk 
H artog Island, on the west coast.
P e n i n s u l a s . —Cape York and Coburg P en­
insulas in the north ; Peron Peninsula in Western, 
and Yorke Peninsula, in South Australia.
C a p e s .— On the north-east, Sandy Cape, Cape 
Cleveland, and Cape ^lelville ; on the north, Cape 
York (the most northern point). Cape Arnhem, 
and Cape W ilberforce; also Cape Van Diemen in 
!Melville Island ; on the north-west. Cape Leveque, 
and North-west Ca%ie ; on the west. Steep Point ; 
on the south-west. Cape Lleeuwin ; on the south, 
Cape Catastrophe, Cape Spencer, Cape Otway, and 
W ilson’s Promontory ; on the south-east, Cape 
Howe ; and on the east, Cape Byron and Point 
Danger.
G u l f s  a n d  B a y s . —Gulf of Carpentaria, and the 
Gulf of Van Diemen, on the n o r th ;  Cambridge
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Gulf, Admiralty Gulf, and K ing Sound on the 
north-west : Exmouth Gulf and Shark Bay, on the 
west ; Great Australian Bight, Spencer and St. 
Vincent Gulfs, Encounter Bay, Port Phillip and 
Western Port, on the south ; Twofold Bay, Jervis 
Bay. Botany Bay, Port Jackson, Broken Bay, Port 
Stephens, Moreton Bay, W ide Bay, Flervey Bay, 
Keppel Bay, Port Curtis, Broad Sound, Halifax 
Bay, and Princess Charlotte Bay on the east coast.
S t r a i t s . —  Bass’s Strait (190 miles wide) 
between Victoria and T asm ania; Investigator's 
Strait between Kangaroo Island and Yorke 
P en insu la ; Clarence Strait between Melville 
Island and Arnhem Land ; Dundas Strait between 
^Telville Island and Coburg Peninsula ; and Torres 
Strait (90 miles wide) between Cape York and New 
Guinea.
M o u x t a i x s .— The principal mountains in Aus­
tralia are—The Great Dividing Chain stretching 
from Cape York to Bass’s Strait, portions of which 
are known as the New England Range, the Liver­
pool Range, the Blue Mountains, and the W arra- 
gong Mountains or Australian A lp s ; the Australian 
Pyrenees and Australian Grampians in Victoria; 
Flinders Range and Gawler’s Range in South 
A ustra lia ; and the Darling, Herschel and Victoria 
Ranges on the west coast of W estern Australia.
R i v e r s .— The principal rivers of Australia are 
the Murray, flowing into Encounter Bay, the 
largest river in A ustralia; the Murrumbidgee 
(with its tributary the Lachlan), and the Darling 
ilowing into the M u rray ; draining the eastern 
sloj)e of the Great Dividing Chain, are—the
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Slioalhaven, naw kesbiiry , Hunter, Hastings, 
Macleay and Clarence, in New South Wales ; and 
the Brisbane, Burnett, Fitzrov, and Burdekin, 
in Q ueensland; the Mitchell, Flinders, Albert, 
and Roper, flowing into the Gulf of Carpentaria ; 
the Alligator, Adelaide, and Victoria rivers flow­
ing into the sea on the north  co as t; and Swan 
River, in W estern Australia.
Zoolo(jy o f  Australia.—The Aiiimals peculiar to Austra­
lia are the kangaroo (of which there are several kinds), 
many species of opossum, sloth, wombat, dingo, or native 
dog, bandicoot, kangaroo rat, flying squirrel, flying fox, 
native bear, and native tiger The platypus, known as the 
duckbill, and the echidna as the hedgehog, are peculiar to 
Australia.
The Birds are numerous, and remarkable for the great 
beauty of their plumage ; the principal are the emu, black 
swan, native companion, brown eagle, bronze-winged eagle, 
hawk, falcon, laughing jackass, lyre bird, brown bird, 
widgeon, wild duck, teal, owl, crow, magpie, petrel, quail, 
pigeon, plover, snipe, black and white cockatoo, many 
coloured parrakeets, and parrots in endless variety; with 
several descriptions of smaller birds.
Fish.— Of Salt-water fisli the principal are—The shark, 
sword fish, schnapper, rock-cod, flat-head, jew-flsh, mullet, 
mackerel, sole, bream, and gar-fish ; of fresh-water—the 
Murray cod and eels ; of Crustaceaiis—lobsters, crabs, cray­
fish and prawns ; o f Molluscs—oysters, mussels, cockles, 
periwinkles, &c. Seals and whales are found in the neigh­
bouring seas, and the dugong abounds in the bays and. 
harbours of tropical Australia.
Reptiles—are alligators and crocodiles, found in the 
northern bays and rivers; iguanas, lizards, snakes, and 
frogs.
Insects—consist of butterflies, moths, beetles, locusts, 
mosquitos, centipedes, scorpions, flies, ants, and bees,
IS
N E W  SOUTH W ALES.
B o u x b a r i e s . — New South Wales is bounded on 
the north by Queensland ; east by the Pacific 
Ocean: south, by Victoria; west by South Aus­
tralia. Area, 323,437 square miles.
F a c e  o f  t h e  C o u n t r y . — The surface of New 
South Wales consists of three distinct portions 1. 
The Coast District, a narrow strip of undulating 
and well watered country, having an average 
breadth of not more than 30 miles. *2. The Table 
Lands, consisting of high plains, intersected by the 
Great Dividing Chain, and divided by the valley 
of the river Hunter into two distinct portions, one 
of which is called the Northern and the other the 
Southern Table Land. 3. The Great Plains, an 
immense tract of low-lying country with a gradual 
slope towards the interior.
C l i m a t e ,  S o i l ,  & c .—The climate of New South 
Wales may be described as warm, dry, and healthy, 
the country occupying similar latitudes to those of 
the south of Spain, the north of Africa, and the 
Southern States of North America. Falls of rain 
are frequent along the coast district. The country, 
however, is occasionally subject to periods of 
drought, the evils resulting from which might be 
greatly obviated by artificial means—as by the 
making of reservoirs, & c .—and thus preserving the 
waters which fall in such large quantities in the 
rainy season. The soil on the banks of the rivers 
flowing into the sea is exceedingly fertile. The 
table-lands lying along the Great Dividing Chain 
are well adapted to the cultivation of wheat and 
maize, together with fruits and vegetables, similar
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to those of Great Britain. The average amount 
of crops per acre is much greater than that of most 
countries.
C a p e s . — Point Danger, on the borders of 
Queensland ; Cape Byron, the most easterly point 
of Australia ; Smoky Cape, near Trial Bay ; 
Crowdy Head, near the mouth of the Planning 
P iver ; Cape Hawke, near the entrance to W allis 
Lake ; Sugarloaf P o in t ; Point Bass, near Lake 
I l la w a rra ; Point Perpendicular, at the entrance to 
Jervis Bay ; Cape George, between Jervis Bay 
and Sussex Haven ; and Cape Howe, on the 
borders of Victoria.
B a y s  a n d  H a p b o u r s . — Shoal Bay, the estuary 
of the Clarence P iver ; Trial Bay, a t the mouth of 
the Macleay P iver ; Port ^Macquarie, at the mouth 
of the Hastings ; Port Stephens, an excellent 
harbour ; Port Hunter, into which the river H unter 
flows ; Broken Bay ; Port Jackson, the finest 
harbour in the w orld ; Botany Bay, a few miles 
south of Port Jackson; Port blacking; Jervis 
Bay, an extensive sheet of water ; Sussex Haven ; 
Batem an’s B a y ; and Twofold Bay, near the 
southern extremity of the colony.
L a g o o n s — are Camden Haven, south of Port 
Macquarie ; W allis Lake and Alyall Lakes, 
between the Manning and H unter P ivers ; Lake 
Macquarie and Tuggerah Lakes, between the 
H unter  and Hawkesbury Pivers ; and Lake I l la ­
warra, in the district of Illawarra.
M o u n t a i n s . — 1. T h e  G r e a t  D i v i d i n g  C h a i n —  
the different portions of which are termed—the 
New England Pange, the Liverpool Pange, the 
Blue Mountain Pange, Cullarin Pange, Gourock
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I^ anCTG) ]\l3 D(iro Kang©, and ^luniong Ran^c. 
2. The C o a s t  E a n g e s —situated to the east of the 
Great Dividing Chain, to which they run parallel 
at an average distance of about 35 miles from the 
coast I thev consist oi—the Northern Coast Range, 
the lilawarra Range, the Currocbilly Range and 
tlie South Coast Range. 3. The I x t e r i o r  
R a n g e s—at the western extremity of the colony, 
and—4. I s o l a t e d  I^Io i j n t a i x s—distributed along 
the coast, the chief of which are ^Mounts Double­
duke, Whoman, Yarrahappini, Kibbora, Talawah, 
Dromedary, Mumbulla, and Imlay.
R i v e r s .—Draining the eastern slope of the Great 
Dividing Chain, are— 1. The Richmond. 2. The 
Clarence, which is navigable for about 70 miles, 
falling into Shoal Bay. 3. The Macleay, flowing 
into Trial Bay. 4, The Hastings, into Port Mac­
quarie. 5. The Manning, which forms a delta at 
its mouth. 6. The Hunter, one of the most im­
portant rivers on the east coast, and which is 
navigable for about 30 miles from its mouth, flowing 
into Port Hunter. 7. The Hawkesbury, flowing 
into Broken Bay. 8. The Shoalhaven, into Shoal- 
haven Bay. 9. The Clyde, into Bateman’s Bay. 
10. The i\[oruya, and— 11. The Tuross.
Draining the luestern slope are— 1. The Darling 
with its tributaries—The Macintyre, the Gwydir, 
the Peel (or Namoi), the Castlereagh, the Mac­
quarie, and the Bogan. 2. The Murrumbidgee 
with its tributary—the Lachlan. 3. The Murray, 
the largest river in Australia, rising in the Muniong 
Range near IMount Koskiusko and flowing westerly 
and north-westerly through the entire breadth of 
the colony which it divides from the colony of Vic­
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toria. D uring its course the M urray receives, 
besides several smaller streams from both sides of 
its banks, the waters of the !Murrumbidg*ee and 
Darling with all their numerous tributaries, and 
so drains nearly one-half of Eastern Australia. 
The Murray is about 2,400 miles long, and is navi­
gable for small steamers for 2,000 miles from its 
mouth. The Darling also is navigable for several 
hundred miles above its confluence with the 
Murray.
T k k r i t o u i a i  DIVISIONS.—New South W ales is 
divided into 144 counties. Of these 19 are generally 
known as the— c o u n t i e s  o r i g i n a l l y  p r o c l a i m e d  or 
as—THE OLD SETTLED DISTRICTS. Theso 19 coiinties 
may be divided into o C o a s t  and 14 I n l a n d  coun­
ties. The C o a s t  counties, proceeding from north 
to south are—Gloucester, Northumberland, Cum­
berland, Camden, and St. Vincent. The I n l a n d  
counties, alsb proceeding from north to south 
are—Durham, Brisbane, Hunter, Phillip, Bligh, 
Cook, Westmoreland, Eoxburgh, Bathurst, W el­
lington, Georgiana, Argyle, K ing and ^lurray. 
The positions and even the names of the other 125 
counties are so very little known, and they are so 
seldom referred to by the inhabitants, as to 
make them for .geographical purposes of very 
little practical value. In  general terms, the 
colony may be said to be divided into the 
C o a s t  D i s t r i c t , and the N o r t h e r n , S o u t h e r n , 
and W e s t e r n  D i s t r i c t s . Other sub-divisions of 
the Coast District consisting of the tracts of 
country forming the basins of particular rivers, 
are frequently named after such rivers—such are 
the Kichmond Kiver District, the Clarence Kiver
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District, &c. Independently of its division into 
counties, the whole colony, with the exception of 
the 19 counties originally proclaimed, is divided 
into 13 P a s t o r a l  D i s t r i c t s , named respectively— 
the Gwydir, New England, Clarence, IMacleay, 
Liverpool Plains, Biigh, Wellington, Warrego, 
Albert, Darling, Lachlan, Murrumbidgee, and 
Monaro Districts.
C h i e f  T o w x s—The following is a list of the 
chief towns of New South Wales, classified 
according to their location on the C o a s t  D i s T R i c r ,  
the T a b l e  L a n d s  and the I n t e r i o r  P l a i n s .
IN  THE c o a s t  d i s t r i c t .
Richmond River District.—Casino, on the main 
stream of the Eichmond Eiver—population, 590. 
Lismore, on the north arm of the Richmond—pop­
ulation, 473. Corahi, a t the junction of its two 
principal branches, and Ballina at its mouth.
Clarence River District.—G r a f t o n ,  an important 
town, and a place of considerable trade which is 
chiefly carried on with Sydney, the means of com­
munication being supplied by steamers and sail­
ing craft—population, 4,000. Other small towns 
in the district are— Copmanlmrst about 20, and 
TJlmarra about 9 miles from Grafton, Lawrence on 
the north bank of the Clarence, and Maclean at the 
junction of the north and south arms of the river, 
25 miles from the Heads, population, 500.
Macleay River District—Kempsey, the chief town 
in the district—population, 1,321 ; Frederickton, a 
small village lower down the river ; and Gladstone 
at the confluence of the Belmore river with the 
Macleay.
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Hastiyigs River District,—The only town of any 
importance is Port Macquay'ie^ remarkable for its 
genial climate—a favourite resort of invalids— 
population, 750.
Manning River District.— ^yi7lgham^ Taree^ and 
Cundletown on the north bank, and Tinonee on 
the south bank of the river. About half-way 
between the Manning and H un ter  Eivers in the 
county of Gloucester, is Stroud^ on a tributary of 
the K aruah  River—population, 344
Hunter River District.—N e w c a s t l e ,  situated at 
the entrance of the river Hunter, is next to 
Sydney, the most important sea-port in the colony. 
Besides coal, which is exported in immense quan­
tities, all the agricultural products of the district, 
together with the wool and tallow of the north­
western interior, are shipped from Newcastle— 
population, 14,000. The other towns in the dis­
trict, following the course of the river H unter from 
its sources in the Liverpool Range are— Murrurtmdi, 
on the river Page at the foot of the moun­
tains—population, 652. ScoJie, a Railway Station, 
on another tributary of the H un ter—population, 
600. Aberdeen, 7 miles south of Scone. Myiswell- 
brook, on the left bank of the Hunter. Merrixva, 
on a tributary of the Goulburn River—population, 
342. Cassilis, on the ^ lunm urra Brook. Denman, 
on the H un ter—population, 557. Wollombi and 
Broke, on the Wollombi River. Singleton, on 
the right bank of the H unter—population, 1,951. 
W e s t  M a i t l a n d ,  the most important inland town 
in the district, and a place of considerable trade, 
which is principally carried on with the northern 
and western interior—population, 6,000. East
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Maitland, adjoining "West ]Maitland, from which it 
is separated by Wallis Creek—population, 2,300. 
Morpeth, the head of the navigation of the H unter 
—population, 1,372. Hinton^ at the junction of 
the Hunter and Paterson—population, 475. Pater­
son, on the Paterson Piver. Bmgog and Clarence 
Town, on the Williams Piver. Paymond Terrace 
at the junction of the H unter and Williams—popu­
lation, 094; and Stockton^ at the mouth of the 
Hunter, opposite Newcastle—population, 666.
In the County of Cumberland.— S y d x e y ,  the capi­
tal, situated on the southern shore of Port Jackson, 
about five miles from the entrance—population,
200,000. Parramatta, on the Parram atta  Piver, a 
continuation of Port Jackson, about 15 miles 
from Sydney—population, 10,500. Liverpool, on
George’s P iver—population, 1,760. Carnphelltown, 
on the line of the Great Southern Pailway, 34 
miles from Sydney—population, 688. Penrith, on 
the Nepean Piver— population, 1,467; Pichmo?id, 
lower down the same river, which liere assumes 
the name of the Hawkesbury—population, 1,239; 
and JFindsor, on the Hawkesbury—population, 
1,990.
County of Camden.—Camden, on the Nepean— 
population, 505 ; and Picton, on the line of the 
Great Southern Pailway—population, 667 ; Bulli, 
on the coast, a coal mining township, population, 
1187 ; Wollongong, also on the coast, the centre of 
a considerable coal mining district—population, 
1635; and to the south of Wollongong—
population, 1161.
Shoalhaven District—Chief towns are Broughton 
Creek—population, 1288 ; Numha— population,
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639 ; Terrara and Nowra^ all on the Shoalhaven 
Biver.
Southern Coa^t District—Chief towns in the 
Southern Coast District are Ulladulla, 50 miles south 
of the Shoalhaven. ISelligen^ at the mouth of Clyde 
Biver, population, 413. Moruya^ on the Moruya 
Biver—population, 829. Dega^ on a small 
stream of the same name, about 50 miles south of 
Moruya— population, 1634. Mcrimhula, Fanbula^ 
and £den, are small towns further to the south.
ON TH E NORTHERN TABLE LAND
The most important town is Annidale^ situated 
on one of the head waters of the ]Macleay Biver at 
an elevation of 3,278 feet above the sea—popula­
tion, 2,200. Tenterjieldy near the northern boun­
dary of the colony—population, 1,816. Glen Lines,
midway between Ar mid ale and Tenterfield—popu­
lation, 1,327. Inverelly on the Macintyre, the 
centre of a rich tin mining district—population, 
1,936. Tingha^ on a small tributary of the Bun- 
darra Biver, in the centre of a tin producing dis­
trict—population, 2,424. Bundarra^ on the Bun-
darra Biver, a tributary  of the Gwydir, and 
Walcha on the Apsley, near the 31st parallel of 
latitude.
ON TH E SOUTHERN TABLE LAND
The chief towns are—G o u l b u r n , on the Mulwarree 
Creek (an afiluent of the Wollondilly), the most 
important town in the Southern District. Distance 
from Sydney, 134 miles—population, 5,880. 
Berrima, on the W ingecarribee Biver, a tributary 
of the Wollondilly—population, 444. Mittagong^ 
Bovjraly and Moss Vale, rising townships on the
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Southern Railway Line. Braidwood^ on a tributary 
of the Shoalhaven River, is the centre of an 
important mining, agricultural, and pastoral district 
—height above the sea, 2,550 feet — population, 
1,066. B a t h u r s t , a flourishing town and the capital 
of the Western District of the colony, situated on the 
left bank of the Macquarie River—height above 
the sea, 2,300 feet—population, 7,200. Kelso, on 
the opposite bank of the river—population, 546. 
Sofala, on the Turon River, a tributary of the 
^lacquarie, the centre of an extensive gold-mining 
district. Orange, about 30 miles north-west of 
Bathurst, at a little distance from the left bank of 
the Macquarie, is a rising town in the centre of one 
of the richest agricultural and mineral districts in 
the colony—population, 2,700. Lithgoio, popula­
tion, 2,112, and Wallerawang, population, 2,307, 
are important mining townships on the Great 
Western Railway Line. Mudgee, an important 
town on the Cudgegong River, a tributary of the 
Macquarie—population, 2,500. Gidgong, a min­
ing township about 20 miles to the north-west of 
Mudgee—population, 1,200. Wellington, at the
junction of the Bell River with the Macquarie— 
po%)ulation, 1,340. Duhho, lower down the Mac­
quarie in a good pastoral country—population, 
3,200. In  tJie basin o f tlie Lachlan River the chief 
towns are Gnnning, a small village near the head 
waters of the river—population, 409. Carcoar, 
on the Belubula River—population, 540. Blayney, 
on the Western Railway Line—population, 720. 
Young, on the Burrangong Creek—population, 
1,500. Temora, a gold-mining township 35 miles 
north of Cootainundra—population, 3000. Cowra,
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on the Lachlan—population, 628. Forbes, lower 
down the Lachlan—population, 2,191. Parkes, on 
the Goobang Creek, in the centre of a productive 
gold mining and agricultural district—population, 
about 2000 ; and Grenfell, nearly midway between 
Forbes and Young—population, 1600. Condoholin, 
on the north bank of the Lachlan River, about 65 
miles west of Forbes—population, 500. In  the 
basin o f the Murrumbidgee are— Yass, on the River 
\ a s s —population, 1,800. Queanbeyan, on the 
Queanbeyan River—population, 1,000. Cooma, on 
a small tributary  of the Murrumbidgee, the chief 
town of the Monaro district—population, 1,012. 
Gundagat, on the right bank of the ]Murrumbidgee 
—population, 600. Murrumbiirrah, on a tributary 
of the Jugiong River, 20 miles from Y oung— 
population, 1,620. Cootamundra, an important 
town on the Muttama Creek and the Great 
Southern Railway, 40 miles north from Gundagai 
—population, 1,000. Tumut, on the Tum ut River 
—population, 787 ; and Adelong, on the Adelong 
Creek, in a rich gold-mining district—population, 
750. In  the basin o f the Snowy River, and not far 
from the southern extremity of the colony, is 
Bombala—population, 1,000.
ON TH E INTERIOR PLAINS.
The chief towns are Tamivorth, on the Peel 
River, an important town—population, 3 ,7 0 0 . 
Gunnedah, on the Namoi River, near its junction 
with the Mooki—jiopulation, 1 ,4 0 0 . Goonamble, 
on the Castlereagh—population, 8 0 0 . Coona- 
barabran, near the W arrum bungle Mountains— 
population, 400. Cobar, between the Lachlan and
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Darling Rivers, famed fur its highly productive 
copper mines—population, 2,000. Warren, on the 
Macquarie River—population, 429 ; and Cannon- 
har, on the Bogan—population, 472. WaggaWagga, 
an important town on the Murrumbidgee—popu­
lation, 4 ,0 0 0 . Narandera^ lower down the river— 
population, 1,200. Hay, on the same river—popu­
lation, 2,100; UTLdi Balranald, at the junction of the 
Murrumbidgee and Murray—population, 646,
In the hasin o f the River Murray.—The chief 
towns are—A lr u ry  on the Upper Murray, a 
flourishing town in the centre of a large 
wine producing district. Tumhernmla, higher 
up the river, population, 700, and Hotvlong 
and Coroica, lower down the stream, all flour­
ishing towns. Deniliqui7i, on the Wakool River, 
in the centre of an extensive pastoral country — 
population 2 ,5 0 0 . Moama, on the Murray, oppo­
site Echuca, population 1,200, and Wentworth, 
at the junction of the Darling and Murray, 
population 689. Li the hasm of the River Darling 
a re — Walgett, on the Barwon, population, 375 . 
Brewarrina, on the upper course of the Darling, 
population, 3 4 4—Bourke, on the left bank of the 
Darling—population, 1,138 ; and Wilcannia, 
lation, 1,424, and Menindie, a small township, both 
lower down the river.
Minerals are gold, silver, copper, lead, tin, antimony, 
2 inc,manganese, nickel, quicksilver, kerosene shale and coal; 
slate, limestone, sandstone, granite, quartz, and freestone, 
are found in almost every locality. Iron abounds in various 
parts of the colony ; copper is plentiful and tin abundant, 
the yield of the latter amounting in 1880 to the value of 
half a million of pounds sterling. The gold-fields of this 
colony are very extensive.
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Imports and Exports of }sew South %Vales are rapidly 
increasing. The chief articles of export are gold, wool, 
tallow, coal, tin, copper, grain, timber, leather, hides, salt 
and preserved meats, butter and cheese, live stock, &c.
Manufactures.—The principal manufactures are flour, 
sugar, wine, beer, woollen cloths, soap and candles, tobacco, 
leather, tallow, butter and cheese.
lieligion.—The Christian religion is professed by the 
great majority of the people. The Episcopalians are by 
far the most numerous. The Catholics form nearly one- 
third of the entire colony. The Presbyterians, Wesleyans, 
and Congregationalists are also numerous. There are also 
Baptists and other sects of Protestants, with Jews, 
Mohammedans, Pagans, &c.
P o p u la tio n — 750,000.
VICTORIA.
B o u n d a r i e s .—The colony of V ic t o r i a  is bounded 
on the south and south-east by the Southern 
Ocean and Bass’s S tra i t ; on the north by a line 
running from Cape Howe, on the east coast, to the 
River Murray, thence along that river to the 
boundary of South A u stra lia ; on the west by 
South Australia.
E x t e n t . —I t  extends 500 miles in length from 
east to w e s t ; and 250 in breadth from north to 
south ; superficial area about 86,831 square miles.
F a c e  o f  t h e  C o u n t r y — The face of the country 
is agreeably diversified with hill and dale, having 
large tracts of well-grassed, open, undulating 
country. The country to the east and north-east 
is broken and irregular, principally by the AVarra- 
gong Afountains ( t^he Australian Alps), and their 
branches. The Australian Alps separate the dis­
trict of Gipps Land from the Alurray and Western 
Port Districts.
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C l i m a t e , S o i l , & c .—The climate is temperate, 
and rather colder than that of Nevr South Wales. 
Tlie soil is generally fertile. Its productions are 
similar to those of the more southern parts of New 
South Wales.
C a p e s . — Cape Howe, Wilson^s Promontory, 
Capes Liptrap, Patterson, and Schanck; Points 
Nepean and Lonsdale (called also Port Phillip 
H eads); Cape Otway, and Cape Bridgewater.
B a y s  a n d  H a r b o u r s . —Corner Inlet, Western 
Port, Port Phillip (the northern corner of which 
is called Hobson’s Bay, the harbour of j\relbourne ; 
an 1 the western corner, Corio Bay, the harbour of 
Geelong), Port Fairy, Portland Bay, and Discovery 
Bay.
M o u n t a i n s . — The W arragong Mountains, or 
Australian Alps, in the north-east; the Grampian 
and Victoria Panges in the w est; Bogong Pange 
in the Murray D istric t; Baw Baw Mountains in 
Gipps L a n d ; and the Coast Pange near Cape 
Otway.
P i V ER S.—The principal rivers are—the Mitta 
^litta, Ovens, Goulburn, Campaspe, and the Lod- 
don flowing northward into the M u rra y ; the 
Snowy, Tambo, IVitchell, La Trobe, with its tribu­
tary the M ‘Allister, all in Gipps Land, flowing 
into the Pacific Ocean; the Y arra Y arra into Port 
P liillip ; and the Hopkins and the Glenelg in the 
Portland Bay District, flowing into the Southern 
Ocean.
T e r r i t o r i a l  D i v i s i o n s .— Victoria is divided into 
six Districts. These are Gi^^ps Land District, in
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the sou th -east; the M urray District, in the north­
east; the W estern P ort D istrict, in the centre; 
Portland  Bay D istrict in the sou th-w est; the 
Loddon District, in the north ; and the W im m era 
District, in the north-west.
T he PiUNCirAL Towns in Gipps Land District 
are— Sale, Stratford, JBairnsdale, Fort Albert, and 
Walhalla. h i  the Murray District—Beechworth, the 
chief town of the Ovens d igg ings ; Wodonga (tiie 
terminus of the north-eastern railway), Wahgunyah, 
Chiltern, Wangaratta, and Bmalla. In  Western 
Port are—M e l b o u r n e , on the Y arraE iver ,
the capital of the Colony—population, 235,000 ; 
Williamstown, at the mouth of the Y a r r a ;  ^Geelong, 
on Oorio Bav—population, 20,000; Ballarat, 96 
miles to the north-east of Melbourne, the centre of 
an important gold-mining district—population, 
30,000 ; Castlemaine, an important town about 72 
miles north-west of Melbourne ; other towns are 
Kilmore, Kyneton, and JEchuca, the terminus of the 
Murray Eiver Eailway. In  the Fortla?id Bay 
District a re—Belfast, Warrnamhool and Portland, 
all carrying on a considerable coasting t r a d e ; 
IlamiUon, the most important town in the south­
west, and the centre of a rich agricultural d is tr ic t; 
and Ararat, on a gold-field towards the south of 
the district. In  the IM don and Wimmera Districts 
— the most important town is Sandhurst, the centre 
of the Bendigo gold-fields—population, 16,000. 
Other towns are Maldon, Inglewood, and Dunolly, 
all of which are situated on gold-fields.
Mificrals— G o l d  has been found in groat abundance.
Population—850,000.
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QUEENSLAND.
B o i t n d a e i e s .—This colony, formerly the More- 
ton Bay District of New South Wales, lies to the 
north of that colony, and includes the eastern sea­
board of the continent, from Point Danger north­
ward, occupying a superficial area of 670,000 
square miles.
F a c e  o f  t h e  C o u x t k y .— The physical features 
of Queensland are exactly similar to those of New 
South Wales. F i r s t : there is a Coast District, 
backed at a moderate distance inland by ranges of 
high ground, beyond which are vast plains stretch­
ing into the interior ; these plains are mostly well 
grassed and watered, and supply good feeding 
grounds for sheep and cattle.
C m r A T E ,  S o i l , & c .—The climate of Queensland 
is warmer than that of New South Wales. Both 
soil and climate are favourable to the growth of 
the sugar cane and cotton plant, both of which 
have been introduced with considerable success. 
All the fruits and grains of the warmer latitudes 
of the globe display the most luxuriant growth. 
Sheep-farming here, as in other parts of Austra­
lia, is extensively %3ursued.
I s l a n d s .—The %)rincipal islands belonging to 
Queensland are—Stradbroke, Aforeton, Great 
Sandy, and Curtis Islands, all on the east coast.
C a p e s .— On the north-east coast a re—Cape 
Moreton, the northern extremity of IMoreton 
Is la n d ; Sandy Cape, the northern extremity of 
Great Sandy Island : Cape Capricorn, Cape Palm ­
erston, Cape Bowling Green, Cape Grafton, Cape 
Flattery, Cape Melville, and Cape York the most 
northerly point of Australia.
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B a y s  a x d  G u l f s . —^foreton Bay, W ide Bay, 
Harvey Bay, Port Curtis, Keppel Bay, Shoalwater 
Bay, Broad Sound, Cleveland Bay, Pockingliam 
Bay, Trinity Bay and Princess Charlotte Bay, all on 
the east coast; and the Gulf of Carpentaria on the 
north coast.
M o u n t a i n s .—The Great Dividing Chain running  
throughout the entire length of the colony, at a 
short distance from the sea.
P iY E R S .—Draining the eastern slope of the Great 
Dividing Chain are—the Brisbane, flowing into 
!Moreton B a y ; the Burnett, into the sea to the 
north of Hervey B ay; the Fitzroy, with its 
affluents the Dawson, JMackenzie, and Isaacs, 
into Keppel B a y ; and the Burdekin, into Cleve­
land Bay. Draining the western slope, the 
principal rivers are—the Bar coo, Paroo, and 
W arrego. Draining the noriliern slope are—the 
^Mitchell, with its tributary the Lynd ; the Gilbert, 
Norman, Flinders, and Albert, all flowing into 
the Gulf of Carpentaria.
C h i e f  T o w n s . — B r i s b a n e ,  the capital, on the 
P iver Brisbane, 22 miles from its m outh— 
population, 33,000 ; Ipswich on the Bremer, a 
tributary of the Brisbane, 24 miles from Brisbane ; 
Tooivoomha, Drayton^ and Dally, all centres of large 
squatting districts, and all to the west of B risbane ; 
Wanvich, the centre of a rich tin-mining district, 
near the boundary of New South W ales ; Stan- 
tJiorpe, a tin-mining township, 37 miles south of 
W arwick ; 2Iarylorongh, on the ISlary Piver, near 
Great Sandy Island ; Gympie, on the Upper Mary 
Piver, 54 miles south of M aryborough, a flourishing 
gold-mining tow nship; Gayndah, on the Burnett,
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west of ^laryborough ; Bundaherg^ 10 miles from 
t h e ‘mouth of the Burnett; Gladstone^ on Port 
C urtis ; RocJchampmi^ a thriving town, on the 
FitzroyEiver—population, 10,000; MackayjOn the 
Pioneer Eiver, in the midst of sugar p lantations; 
Bowen, on Port Denison ; Townsville, on Cleveland 
Bay ; Cardwell, on Eockingham B a y ; Cooktown, on 
the Endeavour E iver; and Burketown, near the 
head of the Gulf of Carpentaria.
Minerals.—Rich gold-fields have been discovered. Coal, 
copper, and tin are alsu found.
Exports are—wool, tallow, hides, preserved meat, gold, 
copper, tin, sugar, cotton, maize, and rum.
Population—222,000.
SOUTH AUSTEALIA.
B o u n d a r i e s .—Bounded on the north by 26th 
parallel ; on the east, New South Wales and 
Victoria ; on the west, W estern A ustra lia ; on the 
south, by the Southern Ocean.* I t  occupies the 
central southern coast of Australia, and, including 
the Northern Territory (temporarily annexed to 
South Australia), forms an area of 900,000 square 
miles.
F a c e  o f  t h e  C o u n t r y . — The western parts of 
this colony are but little known ; the only part occu­
pied being that lying between the Eiver Murray 
and Spencer Gulf. The greater part of the country 
consists of low-lying plains, suitable for pastoral 
purposes; the only mountains being in the neigh­
bourhood of St. Vincent and Spencer Gulfs. A
* In 1863 the whole of the territory stretching to the opposite shore 
of the continent, and lying between the meridians 129 and 138, was 
temporarily annexed to South Australia.
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large portion of the country through which these 
mountains pass is exceedingly fertile, producing 
abundant crops of corn, fruits rich in flavour, and 
every description of vegetables. The hilly country 
receives a larger supply of rain and enjoys a cooler 
atmosphere than  the lower parts of the colony, 
having a temperature similar to that of Sydney. 
The hot winds prevail here to a much greater 
extent than in the other colonies. The climate 
resembles tha t of South Africa.
C a p e s .— Cape Northumberland, Cape Bernoulli, 
Cape Jervis, the south-eastern extremity of St« 
Vincent’s G ulf; Cape Spencer, the extremity of 
Yorke P en in su la ; Cape Catastrophe, the south­
eastern, and W idley Point, the western extremity 
of Eyria Peninsula.
B a y s  a n d  G u l f s .— Encounter Bay, connected 
with Lake Alexandrina, by the Goolwa C hannel; 
St. Vincent Gulf, Spencer Gulf, Coffin Bay, Anxious 
Bay, Streaky Bay, and Fowler Bay.
M o u n t a i n s . —From Cape Jervis, the south­
eastern extremity of St. Vincent Gulf, a range of 
hills extend northwards past the head of Spencer 
Gulf, up to which point they are known as the 
Mount Barker P ange  ; thence under the name of 
Flinders P ange  they continue their course north­
wards towards the interior. To the westward of 
this range are two other ranges extending in a 
north-west direction, which are known as Gawler 
and S tuart Panges.
L a k e s .—Lake Alexandrina, Lake Torrens, Lake 
Gairdner, Lake Eyre, and Lake Frome.
36
R i v e r s . —The Murray, which has a course of 
nearly 300 miles within the province.
C h i e f  T o w n s .— A d e l a i d e , the capital, on the 
River Torrens—population, 85,000; Port Adelaide^ 
on St. Vincent Gulf, the chief port; Glenelg  ^ on 
Holdfast Bay, south of Port Adelaide; Kapunda 
and Kooringa^ the principal towns in the copper 
mining districts; Goolwa, at the mouth of the 
^Murray ; and Port Lincoln in the south-west of 
Spencer Gulf.
ilT/V,-?.—The Copper Mines of Burra Burra are perhaps 
the richest in the world; lead, slates, iron, &c.
Population.—277,000.
W ESTER N  AUSTRALIA.
E x t e n t .— The colony of W estern Australia in ­
cludes all that part of Australia comprised between 
the Indian Ocean and 129° of east longitude. Its  
greatest length from north to south is 1,080 
miles ; breadth from west to east 800 miles. I ts  
superficial contents are about 1,000,000 square 
miles or about 640,000,000 acres.
C l i m a t e  a n d  S o i l .—The climate’ of W estern 
Australia is nearly the same as that of New South 
Wales ; the soil in the vicinity of Perth  and F re ­
mantle is sandy and barren. Several districts of 
country, to the north-west, of rich alluvial soil, 
well adapted for purposes of cultivation, were* 
discovered by Governor Grey in his expeditions 
through W estern Australia, particularly the dis­
tricts of Victoria and Babbage.
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F a c e  o f  t h e  C o u x t r y ,—The mountain ran^^s of 
Western Australia, like those of New South W ales 
in their main ridges, generally tend in a north and 
south direction. The Darling range has its base 
a few miles from Perth , and runs southward, 
throwing off several branches, which give the sur­
face of the country an irregular and disagreeable 
aspect ; the country to the north and north-west 
is intersected by mountain ranges running nearly 
parallel to one another ; the ravines or valleys 
between them are extremely rich, but subject to 
heavy inundations in wet weather from the moun­
tain torrents.
Prv^ERS.—The Swan, with its tributary, the 
Avon ; the Blackwood, flowing into the sea, near 
Cape L leeuw in ; the Murchison, Gascoyne, Ash­
burton, and Fortescue.
C h i e f  T o w n s .— P e r t h , on Swan River— popula­
tion, 6,000; Freemantle^ a t its mouth; Guildford 
and YorJc\ and Albany on K ing George’s Sound.
Minerals—Coal, copper, iron, and lead.
rroductions—are wheat, wine, sandal-wood, jarrah (or 
Western Australian IMahogany). Wool is the chief export.
History, Poimlation, &c.—That part of the Swan Iviver 
settlement, from North-W est Cape to Cape Lleeuwin on 
the south-west, was discovered by the navigators Edeland 
Hartog, in 1616, and was proclaimed a British territory on 
the 1st June, 1829, by Governor Stirling, the first Governor 
of the colony; the southern part of Western Australia, 
King George’s Sound was discovered by Vancouver in 
1791, and was occupied by a detachment of troops and 
prisoners from Sydney in 1826, but was subsequently aban­
doned by the Government of Now South Wales, and at­
tached to Western Australia; Perth, the capital and seat 
of government, is nearly due west from Sydney. Vlaming, 
a Dutch navigator, in 1697, gave it the name of Zwaneen 
Riviere. In the year 1848 things had reached so general
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a depression, that entire ruin threatened the colonists ; to 
save themselves they consented that the Dome Government 
should make it a penal colony. Convicts were accordingly 
sent till 1868, when transportation altogether ceased.
Populcitioii—29,000
TASMANIA.
B o u n d a r i e s . — Tasmania is bounded on the north 
by Bass’s Strait, and on the east, south, and west 
by the South Pacific Ocean ; superficial area, 
26,400 square miles.
P a c e  o f  t h e  C o u n t r y .—The surface of the 
country presents a highly diversified aspect, high 
ranges of hills and isolated peaks, alternating with 
deep and fertile valleys, or with extensive plains. 
The scenery of the southern and western portions 
of the island is especially beautiful.
C l i m a t e , S o i l , a n d  P r o d u c t i o n s .—The climate 
of Tasmania is cooler and moister than that of the 
Australian continent, and may be considered a 
mild modification of that of the south and south­
western parts of England. Prom the similarity of 
its climate to that of England, all the English 
grasses, grains and bulbs succeed w e ll ; wheat, 
barley, oats, peas, turnips and potatoes grow to 
great perfection.
I s l a n d s .—The principal are—K ing’s Island, 
Plinders and Barren Islands in Bass’s S trait; 
Schouten Island and Maria Island off the east 
coast; and Bruni Island off the south coast.
CAPES.—On the north coast are—Cape Grim, 
Circular Head, Eocky Cape, Table Cape, and Cape 
Portland ; on the east coast are Eddystone Point, 
St. Helen’s Point, St. Patrick’s Head, Cape Lodi,
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and Cape Pillar; on the south coast are Cape Eaoiil, 
Tasm an’s Head, Cape Bruni, South Cape, South­
west Cape ; on the west coast Pocky Point, Point 
Hibbs, Cape Sorrell, and W est Point.
B a y s  a n d  G u l f s .—Port Dalrymple on the north 
coast; Oyster and Storm Bay on the east coast ; 
Port Davey on the south co as t; and klacquarie 
H arbour on the west coast.
IMo u n t a i n s .—The mountains of Tasmania are a 
continuation of the Great Dividing Chain which 
traverses the whole eastern coast of Australia. 
Their general direction is north-east and south­
west, and their average height about 3,500 feet. 
The highest peak is Ben Lomond 5,000 feet above 
the level of the sea.
P i t e r s .— T h e  Derwent, with its tributaries, the 
Ouse, Clyde, Jordan, and Florentine, flowing into 
Storm Bay ; the Tamar, with its tributaries, the 
North and South Esk, into Port Dalrymple ; the 
Don, Forth, and Leven, into Bass’s S tra it; the 
Huen, into D ’Entrecasteaux C h an n e l; the Gordon, 
into Macquarie H a rb o u r ; and the A rthur into the 
Southern Ocean.
C h i e f  T o w n s  are—H o b a r t  T o w n , the capital, 
on the river Derwent, 20 miles from its m outh— 
population, 25,000; Launceston, on the Tamar, 
121 miles B’om H obart Town—population, 13,000; 
George Toxon, at the mouth of the T a m a r ; Perth, 
Camphelltow7i, Ross, Oatlands, Brighton, and 
Bridgeioater, on the road between Launceston and 
H obart Town; Longford, a few miles south of 
Launceston : Nexo Norfolk, and Hamilton, north­
west of H obart Town ; and Swansea, on Oyster
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Bay ; Port Davey and Port Arthur, on the west 
coast.
Tasmania is divided into eighteen counties.
Minerals.—Coal, iron, copper, lead, tin (in abundance); 
limestone, and marble.
Zoology.—The animals peculiar to Tasmania are the 
kangaroo, wombat, opossum, native tiger, native cat, and 
an animal called the native devil ; the native dog of New 
South Wales is not found here. There are snakes, guanas, 
centipedes, scorpions, and ants in abundance. Amongst 
the feathered tribe are emus, black and white cockatoos, 
parrots, magpies, laughing jackasses, hawks, eagles, teal, 
widgeon, snipe, and pigeons.
Fopulation.— 114,000.
N E W  ZEALAND.
SITUATION, & c .— N e w  Z e a l a n d  is situated to the 
south-east of Australia, lying between the latitudes 
of 34° 2o' and 47” 1 7 'south, and longitudes of 
I6G” 0  and 178” 35' east ; it is about 1,200 miles 
from Sydney, and consists of three islands, known 
as the North, the South, and Stewart Islands.
T h e  N o r t h  I s l a n d  is separated from the South 
Island by Cook Strait, and is about 500 miles in 
length, and 249 in its greatest breadth. I t  is 
irregular in figure, and contains 44,100 square 
miles.
T h e  S o u t h  I s l a n d  is separated from Stewart 
Island by Foveaux Strait, and measures 500 miles 
in length, and 200 in its greatest b read th ; its area 
being about 55,000 square miles.
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S t e 'w a r t  I s l a n d  is much smaller than either of 
the others, being only 40 miles long and 2d broad, 
and containing about 1,000 square miles. Total 
area of New Zealand— 100,000 square miles.
F a c e  o f  t u e  C o u n t r y .—Very m ountainous; the 
main ranges running generally in a direction from 
north-east to south-west.
C l i m a t e , S o i l , &c.—The climate is genial and 
healthy, bu t exceedingly variable—calms and 
gales, rain and sunshine, heat and cold, succeeding 
each other with great rapidity. The soil is gene­
rally fertile.
I s l a n d s  a n d  L a n d s  a d j a c e n t  t o  N e w  Z e a l a n d . 
—Islands belonging to New Zealand are—the 
Chatham Islands, Bounty Islands, Antipodes 
Islands, Auckland Islands, and Campbell Island. 
The nearest lands to the westward are—Tasmania 
and Australia ; to the eastward. Chili in South 
America; to the northward, Norfolk Island, New 
Caledonia, the Friendly and Fiji Islands, and the 
Polynesian Archipelago; to the south lie the unex­
plored waters of the Southern Ocean.
C a p e s .— The p>rincipal capes in the North Island 
are—Cape Maria Van Diemen and North Cape on 
the north ; Capes Brett and Colville, East Cape, 
Table Cape, and K idnapper’s Cape on the e a s t ; 
Cape Palliser and Cape I ’erawhiti on the south ; 
and Cape Egm ont and P e e f  Point on the west. 
I n  the South Island are—Cape Farewell, Francis 
Head, and Cape Jackson on the north ; Cape 
Campbell, East Head, and Cape Saunders on 
the e a s t ; the Bluff and W indsor Point on the 
south ; and W est Cape, Cascade Point, Cape Foul-
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wind, and Rocks Point on the west. In  Stewart 
Island—the principal cape is South Cape, the 
southern extremity of the island.
B a y s  a n d  G u l f s .—In the North Island are— 
Hauraki Gulf, Bay of Plenty, and Hawke Bay on 
the east coast; Palliser Bay on the south ; and 
South Taranaki Bight, and North Taranaki Bight 
on the west coast. In  the South Island are— 
Golden Bay, and Tasman Bay on the north ; 
Cloudy Bay on the north -eas t; Pegasus Bay, 
Canterbury Bight, and Molyneux Bay on the 
e a s t ; Tewaewae Bay on the so u th ; and Karam ea 
Bay on the north-west.
H a r b o u r s .—In the North Island are—Bay o f  
Islands on the north-east; W aitemata or Auck­
land H arbour in the H auraki G u lf ; Napier 
Harbour, in Hawke B a y ; Wellington H arbour 
(or Port Nicholson), on Cook Strait; and Hoki- 
anga, Kaipara, Manukau, Waikato, and Kawhia 
Harbours on the north-west. In  the South Island 
are—Nelson Haven, in Tasman B a y ; Queen 
Charlotte Sound and Picton Harbour, in Cook 
S tra i t ; Port Lyttelton in Pegasus Bay ; Dunedin 
Harbour, with Port Chalmers, on the south-east; 
and Bluff Harbour, Invercargill Harbour, Chalky 
Bay and Dusky Bay, on the south. In  Stewart 
Island, are Port Pegasus and Paterson Inlet.
S t r a i t s . — The principal Straits are — Cook 
Strait, between the North and South Islands, and 
Foveaux Strait, between the South and Stewart 
Islands.
M o u n t a i n s .— In  the North Island a r e -  -the Coro­
mandel Range, the Kai Manawha, Ruahine, and
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Tararua Eanges. To the west of the Eiiahine 
Eange, in about the centre of the island, are two 
very high volcanic peaks, Tongariro and Euapehii, 
and on the west coast is another called Mount 
Egmont. In  the South Island are the Tasman 
Mountains, the Kaikoura Eange, and the principal 
range known as the Southern Alps, which extends 
for about 200 miles parallel to the coast. I ts  
highest point is Mount Cook, 13,200 feet in 
height.
E i v e r s .— The principal rivers in the North 
Island are—the W aikato, flowing into the sea on 
the west co a s t; the W aiho or Thames, flowing into 
H aurak i Gulf; the W anganui and the ^Manawatu 
into the South Taranaki B ig h t ; and the Eangitaika 
into the Bay of Plenty. In  the South Island are 
—the W aitaki falling into the sea on the east 
coast ; the Clutha, the largest river in the South 
Island flowing into Molyneux B a y ; and the 
M ataura into Foveaux Strait.
L a k e s .— Lake Taupe, Lakes Tarawera, Eotorua, 
and Eotoiti in the North I s la n d ; and Lakes 
W akatipu, Wanaka, Hawea, Anaii, and Manipori 
in the South Island.
T e r r i t o r i a l  D i v i s i o x s .— New Zealand isdivided 
into nine districts, which are sub-divided into 
sixty-three counties. The general government 
of the country is carried on at W ellington by a 
Governor and two Houses, the one elective, and 
the other nominated for life. The
DISTRICTS IX  TH E XORTlI ISLAXD A R E —
A u c k l a x d , o c c u p y i n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  
t h e  i s l a n d  ; c h i e f  t o w n s — — p o p u l a t i o n ,
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39,000; Parnell—population, 3,600 ; Newton^ 
4,000; Shortlajidy 3,600 ; and GrahamstowUy 2,254.
W e l l i n g t o n —on the so u th ; chief towns— 
W e l l i n g t o n , the capital of New Zealand—popu­
lation, 21,000; and Wanganui^ population, 2,500.
H a w k e ’s B a y —on the e a s t ; chief town—2^apier 
—2,200 ; and
T a r a n a k i—on the west ; chief town—New Phj~ 
mouth—population, 1,850.
DISTRICTS IN  THE SOUTH ISLAND, ARE—
N e l s o n —on the north-w est; chief towns— 
Nelson—population, 5,600; and Charleston — 
lation, 1,400.
M a r l b o r o u g h — on the north-east ; chief town— 
Blenheim—population, 741.
C a n t e r b u r y —on the e a s t ; chief towns—Christ­
church—population, 29,000 ; population,
2,600 ; and Timaru on the east coast, ninety miles 
south-west of Christchurch.
O t a g o —on the south, includes the district of 
Southland and Stewart Island ; chief towns— 
Dunedin—population, 35,000 ; Port Chalmers— 
population, 1,400; Oamaru—population, 1,657; 
and Invercargill—population, 2,000; and
W e s t l a n d  —on the west coast; chief towns— 
Hokitika—population, 3,600 ; and Greymouth— 
population, 2,200.
P o p u l a t i o n — The total amount of European 
population in New Zealand is about 475,000, while 
the native population has decreased to about
35,000. The great majority of the latter reside on 
the North Island.
45
A aiural Features,—The larger islands are traversed the 
greater part of their length by a chain of mountains, 
several points of which attain the height of from 8 to 13 
thousand feet, and are perpetually covered with sn ow ; 
these mountains slope gradually down to the level of the 
sea. The harbours of the islands are numerous, and the 
surface of the country presents an endless variety of rivers, 
lakes, forests of valuable timber, swampy plains and open 
country, well watered from the innumerable streams 
descending from both sides of the mountain ranges, and 
collecting in the valleys into deep and rapid rivers.
Zoology and Mineralogy.—Of mammals. New Zealand is 
almost entirely destitute, but there is a great variety of 
birds; the singing birds are much admired, also the tui, 
generally called the mocking bird, from the great versa­
tility  ot its talents for imitation ; there are w ild ducks, 
pigeons, petrels, cormorants, curlews, albatrosses, penguins, 
&c. The principal minerals are gold, silver, copper, iron, 
lead, and c o a l; also many quarries of granite, quartz, 
lime, marble, slate, and freestone.
Climate and Soil.— The temperature of the islands differs 
considerably; that of the North Island assimilates much 
to the temperature of England, whilst the climate of 
Stewart Island is colder and moister. The land is fertile 
in the valleys, and very productive. The New Zealand 
flax, which grows to the height generally of six  or seven  
feet is to be found in nearly every part of the islands. 
European grains, fruits, and vegetables thrive w e ll; the 
lakes and rivers abound with a variety of fish of excellent 
quality. The principal exports are potatoes, wheat, flax, 
timber, bark, hams, seal-skins, gum, oil, and whalebone.
Jlistory.—New Zealand was discovered in 1642 by Abel 
Jansen Tasman, and visited in 1769 by Captain Cook, who 
took possession of it in the name of his sovereign. In  
1814 the Governor of New South Wales issued a proclama­
tion declaring New Zealand to be a dependency of the 
British Crown ; several subsequent attempts were n adc in 
England by private companies to colonize it, all of which 
failed until the year 1839, when the New Zealand Company 
was formed for the ostensible objects of purchasing land 
irom the natives and promoting immigration. The Imperial
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Parliament, however, in the year 1841, took steps for erect­
ing it into an independent colony, which was accom­
plished (aft^r much opposition from the New Zealand 
Company) by sending out Governor Hobson in 1841, who 
proclaimed it thenceforward a British colony, independent of 
the Government of New South Wales. A new Constitution 
was granted to the colony in 18o2.
NORFOLK IsLAXD is situatecl in the latitude of 
29'* 2' south, and longitude of 168“ 13' east, 
and is about 21 miles in circumference ; it is 
nearly 1,200 miles east of Sydney, and 400 north 
of New Zealand, Area, about 14 square miles. 
The air is pure, and the soil uncommonly fertile.
This island belongs to the Government of New 
South Wales, and was formerly a place of 
secondary punishment for convicts from that and 
the neighbouring colony of Tasmania. I t  is now 
inhabited by the descendants of the mutineers of 
the ship “ Bounty.”
P-VPUA (or New Guinea) is an extensive island 
to the north of Australia, from which it is 
separated by Torres Straits. I t  is 1,200 miles 
from east to west, and about 300 from north to 
south.
The soil is rich and fertile. Gold is known to 
exist in many parts of New Guinea. Its  inhabi­
tants are barbarians and semi-negroes.
The L o u i s i a d e  A r c h i p e l a g o , to the south­
eastward of New Guinea, includes an extensive 
group of islands—about eighty in number—which 
are thinly inhabited.
X ett  B r i t a i n  consists of two considerable 
islands lying to the north-eastward of New Guinea.
N e w  I r e l a n d —an island of long, narrow form, 
lies further north.
The S o l o m o n  I s l .^n d s  are a long chain which 
extends in a north-west and south-east direction.
The SANTA C r u z  I s l a n d s .— These islands were 
the scene of the shipwreck of La Perouse.
N e w  H e b r i d e s  comprise E r r o m a n g a , T a n n a , 
and others.
N e w  C a l e d o n i a  i s  of considerable magnitude— 
250 miles long, with an average breadth of 25 
miles. The French have made a permanent settle­
ment upon this island. The population amounts 
to about 25,000. The capital is JS'oumea  ^ cn the 
west coast.
The F i j i  I s l a n d s .— The group of Fijis com­
prises two principal islands, with a great number 
of small ones: The two larger islands are called
Viti-Levu (Great Fiji), and Vanua-Levu (Great 
Land). The soil is fertile, and fruits are abund­
ant. Cotton of a fine quality is grown. A settle­
ment was made in these islands by colonists from 
Australia, and a Constitutional Government was 
formed, bu t having been ceded by the K ing and 
Chiefs to Great Britain, they now form a Britisli 
colony. The capital is Sicva^ on the island of 
Viti-Levu ; Levuka, on the island of Ovalaiq is the 
centre of a considerable trade.
The island of E o t u m a t i , recently (1880) ceded 
to Great Britain, now forms a dependency of the 
colony of Fiji.
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POLYNESIA.
By Polynesia we understand (as the name 
implies) the many islands of the Pacific Ocean. I t  
comprises all the islands which cannot be con­
veniently classed under the divisions of Europe, 
Asia, Africa, America, and Australasia. These 
are inhabited by two distinct races—one a semi­
negro race, similar to the natives of Australia and 
Papua, very barbarous and averse to intercourse 
with strangers; and the other of Malayan race, 
generally friendly to Europeans, and ready to 
adopt civilisation. Population, about 300,000.
The greater number of the Polynesian Islands 
are comprehended within the ten following gi'oups 
— three of which lie to the north, and seven to the 
south of the equator : —
Isla7ids Nor/h of the Equator.
1. S a n d w i c h  o k  H a w a i i a n  I s l a n d s  These islands are
favourably situated for trade, their position being mid­
way between the old and new worlds. The inhabitants 
are civilised, and possess an hereditary and constitu­
tional monarchy. In Hawaii or Owyhee, the largest of 
this group. Captain Cook was killed, a . d . 1778. The 
chief town is Honolulu on the island of Oahu.
2. C a r o l i n e  I s l a n d s , f o r m i n g  a  v e r y  n u m e r o u s  g r o u p .
3. L a d r o n e  I s l a n d s ,  so  called from the thievish disposition
of the natives.
Islands South of the Equator.
4 .  F r i e n d l y , o r  T o n g a , I s l a n d s , so c a l l e d  b y  C a p t a i n
Cook, from the friendly disposition shown to him by 
the natives.
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5. S a m o a ,  or N a v i g a t o r s ’ I s l e s ,  comprising four principal
islands and several smaller ones.
6. C o o k  I s l a n d s . —The principal are Rarotonga and
Mangaia.
7 . A u s t r a l  I s l a n d s .
8 .  S o c i e t y  I s l a n d s ,  of which the largest is Tahiti, now
in the possession of the French.
9. The Low A R C H irELA O O , among which are found large
quantities of mother-of-pearl.
10. The M a r q u e s a s ,  belonging to the French ; the women 
of these islands are said to be remarkably beautiful.
Note (1). Some of the Polynesian Islands are of volcanic 
origin, and rise like mountains out of the sea, presenting 
the most beautiful and variegated scenery that ever the 
eye beheld; others are coral islands, rising only a few 
feet from the level of the sea, very beautifully wooded and 
fertile. INIost of the islands are protected from the 
violence of the ocean by coral reefs, which act as natural 
break-waters, and form safe anchorages for boats, &c. 
The climate of these islands is generally warm but 
healthy. All the productions of tropical climates flourish, 
as the sugar-cane, cotton-plant, coffee, oranges, &c. The 
principal native plants are the bread fruit, plantain, 
banana, coooanut, yam, and sweet potatoe. Much arrow­
root is manufactured by the natives, and large quantities 
of cocoanut oil are collected. The only animals existing, 
when discovered by Europeans, were the hog and the dog ; 
but a few European domestic animals have been intro­
duced, The languages of the Malay races are found to be 
from one common origin, and are now reduced to gram­
matical rule, and have been enriched by translations of 
the Scriptures. &c.
Note (2). These islands derive an additional importance 
from their position in the Pacific Ocean, which is ever}’’ 
year becoming more and more the great highway of inter­
course between Australia, Asia, and the vast continent of 
America. It is highly probable that the principal islands 
will in due time become naval stations and coal depots 
for the steamers of America and Australia ; and should 
the native population continue to decrease, there will be 
ample room for the settlement of European colonists.
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Note (3). The trade of these islands is mainly in the 
hands of the British, American, Germans, and Chinese. 
There are also regular Australian trading establishments, 
and a few American, on the principal islands. Beche-de- 
mer, sandal wood, cocoanut oil, cobra, pearlshell, pearls, 
sponges, cotton, and fruits, are the principal exports. 
H o n o l u l u ,  the capital of the Sandwich Islands, may be 
regarded as the commercial capital of the Polynesian 
Islands.
SOLITARY ISLANDS IN THE 
INDIAN OCEAN, &c.
A few solitary islands remain to be noticed, 
which could not be conveniently classed under the 
head of any divisions of the globe.
1. K e r g u e l a n ’s  L a n l ,  in 50 deg. S. latitude (100 miles 
long and 60 miles broad), on the confines of the Indian and 
Antarctic Oceans; it is also called the I s l e  o f  D e s o l a t i o n ,  
It is'without a tree or shrub, or living land anim al; but 
fossil wood and coal are found in abundance. Its position 
is almost midway between South Africa and Australia, 
though about 700 miles to the south of the direct course 
which ships usually take on their way from Europe or the 
Cape to Australia.
2. S t .  P a u l ’s  and A m s t e r d a m  I s l a n d s  are of small 
extent GO miles apart, in the Indian Ocean, to the north 
of Kerguelan’s Island, and exactly midway between Africa 
and Australia, and almost in the direct course which 
sailing vessels take.
3. T r i s t a n  D ’A c u n h a  I s l a n d s  and G o u g a ’s  I s l a n d  arc 
south-west of the Cape of Good Hope, in the Atlantic 
Ocean.
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4 .  T h o m p s o n ' s  I s l a n d  and B o u v e t ’s I s l a n d s , are small 
rocks, direct south of the Cape of Good Hope, in latitude 
55%
5 .  P r i n c e  E d w a r d  and P e n g u i n  I s l a n d s , with C r o z e t  
and M a r i o n  I s l a n d s , are of volcanic origin, and are 
situated in the Indian Ocean, between Keriruelan’s Land and 
the coast of South Africa, and serve as places of resort for 
persons engaged in seal-catching.
6 . P i t c a i r n ’s  I s l a n d , south-east of the Dangerous 
Archipelago, remarkable for the settlement formed there by 
the mutinous crew of the ship “ Bounty,” a .d . 1790.
7 .  E a s t e r  I s l a n d , east of Pitcairn’s Island, inhabited by 
a Malayan race, and remarkable for traces of early civilisa­
tion, and for monuments of an extinct and superior race of 
inhabitants.
T H E  S O U T H E R N  
CONTINENT.
Land has been discovered near the South Pole 
by the English and American exploring expedi­
tions, bu t it is u tterly  useless and uninhabitable.
EUROPE.
1 . S i t u a t i o n , E x t e n t , & c .—Europe has Asia to 
the  east, the M editerranean Sea to the south, and 
the A tlantic and Arctic Oceans to the west and 
north. I t  is about 3,000 miles broad from east to 
west, and 2,500 long from north to south.
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2. F a c e  o f  t h e  C o u x t r Yc—The north of Europe 
is mountainous ; for instance Norway and Sweden ; 
the centre, comprehending the north of France, 
Belgium, Holland, Denmark, the north of G er­
many, Prussia, H ungary, and Eussia, is for the 
most part a plain ; the southern countries, Spain, 
Portugal, the south of France, Switzerland, Italy, 
Turkey, and Greece are generally mountainous.
3. C l i m a t e , S o i l , &c.—Europe is distinguished 
by the peculiar mildness of its climate compared 
with Asia or America in similar la titu d es; this is 
owing to its vicinity to the Atlantic Ocean, and the 
influence of the various inland seas and gulfs by 
which it is intersected. I ts  soil is generally 
fertile ; it contains no arid plains or sandy deserts, 
and its natural advantages have been long im ­
proved by the laborious diligence of an industrious 
and intelligent population.
Comparative View of the Frincipal Countries of Europe.
Countries, j Extent in  Hq. miles. Population. Chief Towns Population.
Western Countries.
1 England
2 Ireland
3 Scotland
58,320
31.874
30,685
: 26,000 000
5.160.000
3.360.000
London
Dublin
Edinburgh
3,750,000
320.000
225.000
4 Denmark
5 Norway
6 Sweden
7 Russia
15/218
122,869
170.979
2,074,686
Northern Countries.
2,100,000: Copenhagen
1.800.000 I Christiania
4.500.000 I Stoekholm  
73,000,000 i  Petersburg
♦ The population of Europe is estimated at 320 millions, 
area of Europe is 3,700,000 square miles.
193.000
116.000
173.000
668.000
The total
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Countries. Extent in sq. miles. Populatioti. Chief Totcns. .Population
Countries in the Middle.
8 Austria
9 Germany
10 Holland
11 Belgium 
France12
13 Switzerland
1,020,000
907.000
300.000
376.000 
2, 000,000
36,000
14 Spain
15 Portugal
16 Italy
17 Turkey
18 Greece
19 Montenegro
20 Servia
2 1 Rounmnia
35,812!
114,406
130,5711
19,353;
3,550i
20,850!
48,307;
475.000
280.000
250.000
700.000
52.000 
1,400
28.000
221.000
240,943 38,000,000 Vienna 
208,744 43,000,000 Berlin 
12,680i 4,000,000 Amsterdam 
11,373 5,537,000 Brussels 
204,096 37,000.000 Paris 
15,991 2,776,000 Berne
Southerji Countries.
195,7751 17,000,00031adrid
4.800.000 Lisbon 
28,000,000 Rome
9,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  Constantinople 
1,680,000: Athens 
308,000 ;Cettinje
1.670.000 Belgrade 
5,300,000'BucIiarest
I s l a n d s .—G reat Britain, Ireland, Iceland, and 
the Azores, in the A tlan tic ; Zealand, Funen, and 
Laaland, in the C a tte g a t; Gland, Gothland, and 
Oesel, in the B a ltic ; M ajorca, Minorca, Ivica, 
Corsica, Sardinia, Sicily, M alta (jnawl-), Candia, 
and the Ionian Isles, in the M editerranean ; and 
Nova Zem bla and Spitzbergen, in the Arctic 
Ocean.
P e n i n s u l a s . —Sweden and Norway (or, the
Scandinavian Peninsula) ; Spain and P o rtu g a l; 
Ju tlan d  in D en m ark ; I t a l y ; the Morea, in
Greece ; and the Crimea, in the south of Pussla.
I t i i m u s e s .— Corinth, joining the IMorea to
G reece; and Perekop, joining the Crimea to
Pussia.
C a p e s .—The N orth Cape, in Lapland ; Naze, 
in Norway ; Skawe, in D enm ark ; Land’s End, in 
E ngland ; Cape Clear, in Ireland : Cape La H ogue,
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in  F rance; Capes Ortegal and Finisterre, in 
S p a in ; Cape S t  Vincent, in P o rtu g a l; Cape 
Spartivento, in I t a ly ; and Cape M atapan, in 
Greece.
MOUNTAINS.—Tlie Dovrefield M ountains, in 
N orw ay ; Pyrenees, between France and Spain ; 
Alps, on the north of I ta ly ; Apennines, in I t a ly ; 
Carpathian ^fountains, in H ungary  ; Haomus or 
Balkan M ountains, in T u rk e y ; and the U ral 
^Mountains, between Europe and Asia.
S e a s .— The W hite Sea, Baltic Sea, and German 
Ocean, in the n o r th ; the Irish  Sea, and English 
Channel, on the w est; and the M editerranean, 
Archipelago, Black Sea, and the Sea of Azov, on 
the south.
L a k e s .—Ladoga, and Onega, in Russia ; W ener, 
and W etter in Sweden ; W inderm ere, in England ; 
Lough Neagh, in Ire lan d ; and Geneva and Con­
stance in Switzerland.
G u l f s  a n d  B a y s .—The Gulfs of Bothnia, F in ­
land, and Riga, in the west of Russia ; the Bay of 
Biscay, west of F rance; the Gulf of Lions, south 
of France ; the Gulf of Genoa, south of Sardinia ; 
and the Gulf of Venice, between Ita ly  and Turkey.
S t r a i t s .—The S trait of W aigatz, between 
Russia and Nova Z em b la ; the Sound, between 
Sweden and Zealand ; the S trait of Dover, 
between France and England ; the S trait of 
G ibraltar, between Spain and Africa; the S trait 
of Bonifacio {-fatchio)^ between Corsica and 
S ard in ia ; the S trait of Messina, between Ita ly  
and S icily ; and the Dardanelles, joining the 
Archipelago to the Sea of Marmora.
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E i v e r s . — The Dwina, Dniester, Dnieper, Don, 
and  Volga, in Russia ; the Vistula, in Poland and 
P ru ss ia ; the Oder, in P ru ss ia ; the E lbe and 
R hine in Germany ; the Thames, in England ; the 
Shannon, in Ireland ; the Seine, Loire, and Rhone, 
in France ; the Douro, Tagus, and Guadiana, in 
Spain and P o rtu g a l; the Guadalquiver, and Ebro, 
in S p a in ; the Po and Tiber, in I t a ly ; and the 
Danube, in A ustria and Turkey.
Natural Features, (C'c.—In proportion to its size Europe 
presents a much greater extent of coast than any other of 
the great divisions of the globe ; the length of the coast­
line would nearly reach round the earth. About two-thirds 
of its surface consist of an immense plain ; the remainder 
is occupied by mountains, which principally extend along 
its western and southern shores. The climate in the north 
is very severe; but in the middle and southern provinces 
is extremely mild and pleasant.
The minerals are chiefly gold, silver, copper, iron, tin, 
lead, coal, salt, and precious stones. The wild animals in 
Europe are few, compared with those in Asia or Africa. 
The only formidable beasts of prey now found within the 
limits of this continent arc the bear, wolf, and lynx.
Relifjion.—Christianity prevails throughout Europe, not 
excepting Turkey, where, though the established religion 
islMohammedanism, two-thirds of the people are Christians 
of the Greek church. The number of Catholics in Europe 
is computed at 150 millions; of the Greek church, 
80 millions ; Protestants of all denominations, 75 millions ; 
.Tews, 2 millions ; Mohammedans, 8 millions ; and Idolaters, 
about 300,000.
Governments.—A large amount of ci\dl liberty is enjoyed 
in Europe, the government of several of the most important 
states being limited monarchies.
JRaces.— The C e l t i c  races, remnants of whom are found 
in the Highlands of Scotland ; the native Irish and Welsh ; 
the Blanks, in the Isle of Man ; the Bretons, in France; 
and the Asturians, Basques, &c., in the provinces of 
Spain, bordering upon the Bay of B iscay; the languages
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of these fra ^ en ts  of people are dialects of the ancient 
languages of Europe, spoken by its earliest inhabitants. 
The pure T e u t o n i c  or G o t h i c  races, which form the major 
part of the population of Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Ice­
land, Germany, Holland, Belgium, Switzerland, England, 
and the Lowlands of Scotland, with the North of Ireland : 
the native languages of all these countries consist of 
dialects of the ancient Teutonic or Gothic. The Mixed 
R o m i s h  or L a t i n  races, composed of the descendants of the 
ancient inhabitants, partially civilized by their connec­
tion with Rome, but mixed up with a large number of the 
barbarous races which, in the fifth century, destroyed the 
Roman Empire and occupied its Western provinces. 
Among these the Latin language had obtained such an 
ascendency that their conquerors, comparatively few in 
number, could not supersede it with their less polished 
dialects, so that at the present day the languages of Spain, 
Portugal, France, and Italy, are mere modifications and 
corruptions of the ancient Latin tongue. The S c l a v o n i c  
races (mixed up with a few Tartar or Hunnish tribes), 
which form the major portion of the population of Russia, 
Poland, Hungary, Bohemia, the north-east of Germany, 
and the northern provinces of Turkey. The Laplanders, 
inhabiting the extreme north of Europe, and the Finns, 
occupying the country between the Gulfs of Finland and 
Bothnia, speak dialects of this extensively spoken and most 
copious language. In Turkey, the T u u k i s h  language (a 
Tartar dialect) is spoken ; and the M o d e r  v G k e k k , slightly 
changed from the ancient language, is spoken by the C r^eek 
population, not only in Greece, but in various provinces of 
the Turkish Empire.
The T e u t o n i c  races are the most energetic and enter­
prising of all the inhabitants of Europe. The M i x e d  
R o m i s h  races possess most taste for the fine arts, as 
statuary, architecture, and painting. The S c l a v o n i c  races 
are remarkable for their imitative powers; while the C e l t i c  
races are generally averse to innovation and modern im­
provements, preferring the customs of their ancestors. To 
the mixture of these races, and to the beneficial influence 
of their mental rivalry upon each other, | Europe owes its 
peculiar intellectual activity.
57
D i v i s i o n s , & c . — E u r o p e  c o n t a i n s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
c o u n t r i e s  :—
1. G reat B ritain  and Ireland.
2. France.
3. Belgium.
4. H olland (or the N etherlands).
o. Switzerland.
6. The German Em pire consisting of—
1. The Kingdom of Prussia, including the 
Province of Prussia Proper, and Posen 
(formerly part of Poland).
2. The Kingdom of Bavaria.
3. ,, „ Saxony.
4. ,, ,, Wurtemhurg.
5. The Grand-Duchy of Baden, with t w e n t y  
other Duchies, Principalities, and Free Cities, 
and the Province of Alsace-Lorraine, recently 
recovered from France.
7. The A ustro-H ungarian Em pire, consisting
of—
1. Austria Proper, Bohemia, IMoravia, the Tyrol, 
Carinthia, Carniola, and f o u r  other German 
States.
2. The Kingdom of Hungary.
3. Transylvania.
4. Dalmatia, Croatia, and Sclavonia.
5. Galicia and Bukowina, formerly part of 
Poland.
6. Bosnia and Herzegovina (formerly belonging 
to Turkey).
8. Denm ark.
9. Sweden and Norway.
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10. The Russian Empire, including—
1. Great Russia, or Muscovy, in the centre and 
north.
2. East Russia (comprising the former Kingdoms 
of Kasan and Astrakhan.)
8. South, or New Russia.
4. West, or Polish Russia.
5. Little Russia, in the south-west.
6. Baltic Provinces, including Finland,conquered 
from Sweden.
11. Turkey.
12. Montenegro.
13. Servia.
14. Roum ania.
15. Greece.
16. Italy .
17. Spain.
18. Portugal.
ENGLAND/'
B o u n d a r ie s .—N., Scotland; W ., the Irish  Sea 
and St. George’s C hannel: S., the English Chan­
nel ; and E., the German Ocean.
E x t e n t .— The length of England, from Berwick 
to the Isle of W ight, is 360 miles ; and its breadth 
from St. David’s H ead to the E ast of Essex, 280 
miles. Population, 26,000,000,
* The Ancient name of Enpfland was Britannia  or Britain, 8upix)sed 
to ho derived from its early inhabitants, the Brets. The modern 
name, Entjland. has been derived from a German tribe called Angles  
who settled in the northern part of the country about the middle of 
the sixth century.
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D i t is io x s .—E ngland is divided into "fifty-two 
counties, twelve of which form the Priyicipality of
Northern Counties.—N orthum berland, D ur- 
ham ,f York, Cumberland, W estm oreland, and 
Lancaster.
Couyitfes hordering on Wales.—Chester, Shrop­
shire {shere)y Hereford, and Monmouth.
Easteryi Couyities.—Lincoln, Norfolk, Suffolk, 
and Essex.
North Midlayid Counties.—Derby, N ottingham , 
Stafford, Leicester, and E utland.
South Midland Couyities.—W orcester, W arwick, 
N ortham pton, H untingdon, Cambridge {haine)y 
Gloucester, Oxford, Buckingham , Bedford, H e rt­
ford, and Middlesex.
Couyities South o f the Thames.—K ent, Surrey, 
Sussex, Berks, H ants, W ilts, Dorset, Somerset, 
Devon, and Cornwall.
North ^Yales.—Anglesea, Caernarvon, Denbigh, 
F lint, M erioneth, and Montgomery.
South Wales.—Radnor, Cardigan, Pem droke, 
Caerm arthen, Brecknock, and Glamorgan.
* S orthvm hcrland  mavim the “ land north of the Humber.” The 
ldn"dom of Northumberland during^  the Heptarchy, extended from 
the Humber to the Frith of Forth.
f Durham  derives its name from the Saxon word honu% a dwellings, 
which contracted into Aa?/?, was also used to express a number of 
dwellings, or towns ; hence hamlet, a small town or village.
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I s l a n d s .—The Isles of Man and Anglesea in 
the Irish  Sea; the Scilly Isles, south-west of 
C ornw all; the Isles of W ight, Jersey, and Guern­
sey, in the English Channel; and Holy Island, 
east of Northum berland.
C a p e s .—H oly H ead, in A nglesea; St. David’s 
Head, in Pem brokeshire ; Land’s End and Lizard 
Point, in C ornw all; S ta rt Point, in Devonshire ; 
Portland Point, in Dorsetshire ; Be achy H ead, in 
Sussex ; Dungeness, N. Foreland, and S. Foreland, 
in K e n t; and Spurn H ead  and Flam borough 
Head, in Yorkshire.
^[ouxTAiNs.—The Cheviot Hills, between N orth­
um berland and Scotland; the Skiddaw and 
Scafell, in Cumberland ; the Peak, in Derbyshire ; 
and Snowdon and Plinlimmon, in W ales.
B a y s .—Solway F rith , Morecambe Bay, Cardigan 
Bay, Milford Haven, and Bristol Channel, on the 
western c o a s t; Torbay and Spithead Bay, on the 
southern co ast; and the W ash, H um ber Mouth, 
and Bridlington Bay, on the eastern coast.
L a k e s .—The D erw ent W ater and Keswick, in 
C um berland; and D lls-W ater, between Cumber­
land and W estm oreland; and W inderm ere, 
between W estm oreland and Lancashire.
E iv e k s .—The Eden, flowing into Solway F r i th ; 
th e  Kibble, Mersey, and Dee, into the Irish  Sea ; 
the W ye, Severn, and Avon, into the Bristol
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C hannel; the Exe, Lower Avon, and lichen, into 
the English C hannel; and the Medway, Thames, 
G reat Ouse, Hum ber, Trent, Yorkshire Ouse, 
Tees, W ear, and Tyne, into the German Ocean.
C h ief Towxs—Loxdox, the capital, on the 
E iver Tham es—population, 3,814,000; Liverpool 
—population, 552,000, and Manchester—popula­
tion, 517,000, both in the County of Lancashire ; 
Birminffhamj in W arw ickshire—population, 408,000; 
Leeds—jiopulation, 309,000, and Sheffield—'poj)\i[a.~ 
tion, 284,000, both in Y ork sh ire ; Bristol in 
Som ersetshire; Newcastle, in N orthum berland ; 
Flymoxdh, in D evonshire; and Fortsmoxith, in 
Ham pshire.
Natural Features.—Excepting the western parts, the 
surface of England is either generally level, or composed of 
gentle slopes. In some of the eastern counties there are 
extensive fens or marshes. Such regard has been paid to 
agriculture, that in no part of the world can the cultivated 
portions of this country be surpassed for beautiful scenes. 
The climate is extremely variable, and the seasons uncertain.
Soil and Productions,—The soil of the level districts is 
generally fertile, producing luxuriant herbage and green 
crops, besides hops and apples. The chief minerals are 
coal, iron, copper, tin, and lead. The domestic axiimals 
particularly the horses, sheep and oxen, are not, perhaps 
to be surpassed in any other country. Cotton, silks, and 
woollen cloths, hardware, and pottery, are the principal 
manufactures.
Ecli(jion.—Christianity was introduced early into Britain. 
At the request of Lucius, the King, in 183, Pope Eleiitherius 
sent thither St. Fugatius and St. Damianus, who baptised 
the king and queen. England had thus the honour of 
being the first European nation governed by a Christian
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monarch. On the arrival of the Saxons, in 449, paganism 
was restored, and continued to exist throughout the island, 
with the exception of Wales and Cornwall, until 594, when 
by the zeal and labours of St. Augustine and his companions, 
the country was once more rescued from idolatry. A t the 
time of the Reformation, Protestantism of the Episcopal 
form of worship was established, which has continued to 
be professed by the majority of the people. Catholics and 
Dissenters are now numerous.
Character, d’c.—In their persons the English are of good 
stature, with regular features, and clear florid complexions. 
In their manners they are frank, even to bluntness, and 
more disposed to gravity than to gaiety. They are ex­
tremely tenacious ,of their liberties; yet no people ever 
bowed with more servility to the will of a tyrant than they 
did to that of Henry V III. The Jorm o f Governmcjit is a 
limited monarchy; the supreme power being vested in the 
^Sovereign, the Lords, and the Commons.
SCOTLAND. -ii-
B o u n d a r ie s .— N., the A tlantic Ocean; W ., the 
A tlantic Ocean and the N orth Channel; S., the 
Solway F rith  and E ng land ; and E ., the German 
Ocean.
E x t e n t .— The length of Scotland, from Cape 
W rath  to the Mull of Galloway, is about 280 
m iles; and its breadth, from Buchan-Ness to the 
most westerly point in Eoss-shire, loO miles. 
Population, 3,360,000.
D iv is io n s .—Scotland is divided into th irty- 
three counties, namely :—
* Scotland derived its name from an Irish colony called Scotia, 
who passed over into North Britain in the third century. The 
Romans called it Caledonia, an appellation said to be derived from a 
Cimric word, which signifies a mountainous country.
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J^orthern.— Orkney and Shetland, Caithness, 
Sutherland, Ross, Cromarty, Inverness, N airn, 
E lgin or M urray, Banff, Aberdeen, and K incardine.
Middle.—Forfar or Angus, P erth , Fife, Kinross, 
Clackm annan, Stirling, D um barton, Argyle and 
Bute.
Southern.— H addington or East-Lothian, E d in­
burgh or M id-Lothian, Linlithgow or W est- 
Lothian, Berwick, Roxburgh, Selkirk, Peebles, 
Lanark, Renfrew, Ayr, Dumfries, K ircudbright, 
and W igton.
I s l a n d s .— The Orkney and Shetland Isles, on 
the n o r th ; and the H ebrides, on the west.
C a p e s .—Dunnet-ITead, and Duncansby-Head, 
in C aithness; Cape W rath , in Sutherland ; B u tt 
of Lewis, in the Isle of L ew is; M ull of Cantyre, 
in Argyle ; Mull of Galloway and Burrow -H ead, 
in W igton ; Fifeness, in Fife ; K innaird Head, in 
Aberdeen.
M o u n t a in s .— Ben W yvis, west of Cromarty 
F rith ; Cairngorm, on the borders of Inverness; 
the Gramjhans, on the borders of Aberdeen ; Ben- 
Nevis, in Inverness, the loftiest in G reat Britain ; 
Ben-Lomond, in S tir lin g ; and the Lammermoor- 
H ills, between H addington and Berwick.
B a y s  a n d  F r i t h s . -  Pentland F rith , between 
Caithness and the O rkneys; Loch Linnhe {leen) 
in the north-west of Argyle ; F rith  of Clyde, west 
of Ayr and R en frew ; Solway F rith , between 
Dumfries and C um berland; and the F rith  of 
Forth, between Fife and H addington.
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L a k e s .—Loch-Ness, in Inverness ; Locli-Tay 
in P e r th ; Loch-Awe, in A rg y le ; and Loch- 
Lomond, between Stirling and Dumbarton.
E iv e r s .—The Clyde, flowing into the F rith  o f  
C lyde; and the Tweed, Forth, Tay, Tee, Don, and 
Spey, into the German Ocean.
C h i e f  T o w n s — E d i n b t i r g h ,  the capital—popu­
lation 388,000; Glasgow—population, 511,000; 
Dundee—population, 140,000; A.herdeeny Paisleyy 
and Greenock.
Natural Features, ^c.—Rugged mountains, expansive 
lakes, rapid rivers, vast fens and marshes, interspersed 
with fertile vales and level tracts, are the chief natural 
features of Scotland. The climate is variable, and is 
colder than that of England.
Soil and Productions.—In the low lands the soil is gene­
rally fertile, and in the highest state of cultivation. The 
agricultural 'productions are nearly the same as those of 
England. Iron, lead, and coal are the most valuable of 
the minerals. In Scotland are reared sheep and cattle in 
great numbers, which are much valued for the delicacy of 
their flesh. The chief manufactures are cotton, damasks, 
linen, and iron-ware.
Religion.— In 431, Pope Celestine sent St. Palladius, a 
Roman, to preach to the Scots, both in North Britain and 
Ireland. The Scots eagerly received the faith, became 
strict observers of its divine maxims, and for centuries 
the church of Scotland was distinguished for the number 
of its holy men. Calvinism was introduced into Scotland 
under the Presbyterian form of church government, soon 
after the rise of Protestantism, but did not become the 
state religion until the revolution of 1688, since which 
time it has continued the established religion of the 
country. Catholics are now numerous.
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Character^ ^c.—The Scots are a brave, hardy, prudent 
and an industrious people. The crowns of England and 
Scotland were united in 1603, when James VI. of Scotland 
ascended the English throne; the legislative union 
followed in 1707.
IRELAND.*
B o u n d a r ie s .—N .,W . and S., the Atlantic Ocean; 
and E ., St. George’s Channel and the Irish  Sea.
E x t e n t .— The length of Ireland from Eair-H ead 
in Antrim, to Alizzen-IIead, in Cork, is 306 miles, 
and its breadth , from U rris-H ead  in Mayo, to 
Carnsore-Point, in W exford, about 210 miles. 
Population, 5,400,000.
D i v i s i o n s , —Ireland  is divided into four pro­
vinces, which are subdivided into thirty-two 
counties, n am ely : —
TJUtei\—Donegal, Derry, Antrim, Tyrone, Down, 
Arm agh, Monaghan, Ferm anagh, and Cavan.
Leinster.—Longford, W estm eath, Eastm ealh, 
Louth, Dublin, K ildare, K ing’s County, Queen’s 
County, Wicklow, W exford, Carlow, and Kilkenny.
Munster.—Tipperary, W aterford, Cork, K erry, 
Limerick, and Clare.
Connaught.—Galway, Poscommon, Mayo, Sligo, 
and Leitrim.
* Ireland  appears to be a Gothic adaptation of the Native term 
Erin , which by  some etymologists, is interpreted, The Sacred Isle ; 
by others The Western Isle, lOc.
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I s l a n d s .—Eatlilin, north of Antrim ; N orth 
Isles of Arran, west of D onega l; Achil, west of 
^ la y o ; Clare Island, a t the mouth of Clew Bay ; 
kouth Isles of Arran, in Galway B a y ; and 
Yalentia, west of K erry.
C a p e s .—M alin-Head in D onega l; Fair-H ead, 
in Antrim ; Howth-Head, in D ublin; Wicklow- 
H ead, in Wicklow ; Cam sore Point, in W exford ; 
Cape Clear and Mizzen-Head, in C ork ; Loop- 
H ead, in C lare; Slyne-Head, in G alw ay; and 
Achil-Head, and U rris-H ead, in Mayo.
M o u n t a in s .—The M ourne-Bange, in Down ; 
the Slieve-Bloom, or A rd-na-h’ E rin  Mountains, 
in which the Suir, Nora, and Barrow, take their 
r i s e ; the Wicklow [Mountains, in W ick low ; 
[Magillicuddy’s Beeks, and M angerton, in K erry ; 
the Galtees, in T ip p era ry ; and [Mephin, and 
Croagh-Patrick, in Mayo.
B a y s .—Lough Swill^ and Lough Foyle, in the 
north of U lster ; Carrickfergus Bay, between 
Antrim  and D ow n; Strangford Bay, in Down ; 
Carlingford Bay, between Down and L o u th ; 
Dundalk Bay, in L o u th ; Dublin Bay, east of 
Dublin ; Ban try Bay, south-west of Cork ; Dingle 
and Tralee Bays in K erry ; Galway Bay, between 
Clare and G alw ay; Clew Bay and K illala Bay, in 
[Mayo; Sligo Bay, north of Sligo ; and Donegal 
Bay, south of Donegal.
L a k e s .—Lough Neagh, between Antrim and 
T yrone; Lough Erne, in F e rm an ag h ; Loughs
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Allan, Bee, and Derg, th.rough which the Shannon 
flows ; Lough Conn, in Mayo ; Lough Mask, 
between ^layo and G alw ay; Lough Corrib, in 
Galway ; and the Lakes of KiHarney in K erry.
B i t e r s .—The Foyle, flowing into Lough Foyle ; 
the Bann, into Lough N e a g h ; the Lagan, into 
Carrickfergus Bay ; the Boyne, into D rogheda 
Bay ; the Liffey, into D ublin B a y ; the Slaney, 
into W exford H a rb o u r; the Suir, Barrow, and 
Nore, into W aterford  H arbour; the Blackwater, 
into Youghal H arbour ; the Lee, into Cork 
H a rb o u r ; and the Shannon, the largest river in 
the British Isles, into the Atlantic Ocean.
C n i E F  Towxs.— D u b l i n , the capital, on the 
Biver Liffey—population, 320,000 ; Belfast— 
population, 207,000 ; Coi'Jc^  Limerickj and 
Londonderry.
Natural Features, cOc.—Ireland is advantageously situated 
for commerce between the eastern and western continents, 
and abounds in safe and capacious harbours, majestic 
rivers, and picturesque lakes. Although it contains several 
extensive ranges of mountains, and immense tracts of bo? 
occupy the sites of its ancient forests, yet its more general 
aspect is that of verdant plains, watered by numerous 
streams, and enlivened by flocks and herds ; ample valleys 
of the greatest fertility, or gently swelling eminences 
waving with corn, or exhibiting a rich and perpetual 
verdure. The climate is, perhaps, milder than that of any 
other country of equal extent, in the same latitude.
Soil and Productions.—The soil of Ireland is, in general, 
exceedingly fertile, and capable of producing all the neces­
sities of life for treble its population. Though rocky, k  
is perpetually green owing to the humidity of the atmos-
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pbere ; and hence the appellation of the “ Emerald Isle.” 
The pastures are luxuriant, and the corn, flax, and potatoe 
crops, in general abundant. The minerals are copper, iron, 
lead, and marble; silver, and even gold, have been found, 
but in no considerable quantities. The animals peculiar to 
Ireland are, the large red deer of the KiHarney mountains, 
and the Irish wolf-dog, now almost extinct. The exemp­
tion of the country from ail venomous reptiles is proverbial 
Silks, tabinets, cottons, and linens of the finest texture 
are the principal manufactures.
History^ ^c.—This island was known to the Greeks by 
the name of Juverna. about two centuries before the Chris­
tian era, and to the Romans by that of Htbernia, in the 
time of Caesar. It was originally governed by a number 
of indepencent native princes, subject however, to one 
supreme monarch, who held his court and council at 
Tarahj in East Meath,
The first invasion of the English took place in 1169, and 
was followed in 1172 by the arrival of Henry II., who took 
the title ot Lord ot Ireland. The English monarchs did 
not assume the title of King of Ireland, until the reign of 
Henry V III. After that period Ireland continued annexed 
to the crown of England, but possessed a distinct parlia­
ment until 1800, when the legislatures of both countries 
were incorporated by the act of Union. The executive 
power in Ireland is in the hands of a Lord Lieutenant.
Beliyion.—ln  the year of our Lord, 431, St. Celestine, 
Pope, raised Palladius to the episcopal dignity, and sent 
niin with several companions, to preach the gospel in this 
island. His success was partial, and he died as he was 
returning to Rome in the following year. He was suc­
ceeded in his mission by the illustrious Kt. Patrick, whose 
extraoi dinary success in the conversion of the country, 
has justly obtained for him the title of Apostle of Ireland^ 
He died at Saul in Ulster, in 4o5.
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Tlie Protestant or Episcopalian form of worship, the 
same as in England, was, until recently, the established 
religion of the country. This was, however, felt to be such 
a great injustice, considering that the Catholics form about 
four-fifths of the entire population, that an act was passed 
by the Legislature disestablishing the Irish Episcopal 
Church, and so placing all religions upon an equal footing. 
Presbyterian and other Dissenters are numerous, particularly 
in the Provinces of Ulster and Leinster.
Character.—The Irish are generally above the middle 
size, athletic, and well-formed. They are quick of com­
prehension, generous, and warm-hearted ; brave almost to 
rashness, and courteous and hospitable to strangers. Of 
the Irish it may be truly said that their virtues are their 
own, while many of their faults may be traced to the way­
ward circumstances under which they have been placed.
BRITISH  COLONIES.
E u r o p e .—Heligoland^ a small island in the German 
Ocean, about twenty-six miles from the mouths of the Elbe 
and W eser; Gibraltar^ an important fortress in the south 
of Spain ; Malta^ a celebrated island in the Mediterranean,
In A s i a . —The greater part of Jlindostan or In d ia ;  
Ceylon, a large island south of Hindostan ; Aracan, 
jMaricdjan, Tenasserhn, and Malacca, provinces along the 
western side of the Eastern Peninsula; J^ulo Penang, an 
island near the western coast of Malacca; and Singapore, 
an island south of the same peninsula ; Labuan, in Borneo ; 
Hong Kong, in China; Aden, in Arabia; and Cyprus in 
the Levant.
I n  A u s t r a l a s i a .— T h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e  v a s t  i s l a n d  c o n t i ­
n e n t  o f  Australia', Tasmania, N tio  Zealand, Norfolk 
Islaiul, a n d  t h e  Fiji Islands.
I n  A f r i c a .—Sierra Leone, which was made a British 
settlement in 1787 ; the lUver Gambia and the Gold Coast; 
Cape Colony and its dependencies; Natal, a colony to the
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north-east of Cape Colony ; St. Helena,  an island in the 
South Atlantic, famous as the abode of Napoleon Bonaparte, 
from October 16tb, 1815, until his death. May 6th, 1821; 
the island of Ascension  in the South Atlantic Oceau ; and 
the M auritius ,  in the Indian Ocean, taken by the British 
from the French in 1810.
I k  N o r t h  A m e r i c a . — Dominion o f  Canada, X etc /oundland;  
the B erm udas  in the Atlantic Ocean, and Honduras,  in 
Central America.
I n* South America.— B ritish  Guiana,  and the F a lk la n d  
Islands.
I n* t h e  W e s t  I n d i e s .— T h e  B a h a m a s ,  Jam aica , T orto la ,  
A n g u il la ,  S t,  C h r i s t o p h e r ' N e v i s ,  A n t ig u a ,  M ontserra t,  
D om inica, B a rb u d a ,  S t.  L u c ia ,  S t ,  Vincent, Gretiada,  
Barbadoes, Tobago, and Trinidad.
SUMM ARY OF T H E  B R IT IS H  EM PIR E.
Sq. Miles, Popxdation.
G re a t B rita in    89,005 29,360,000
Ire lan d    31,874 5,000,000
B ritish  dependencies in  E u ro p e   120 160,000
Do in A sia   1,588,254 244,200,000
Do, in  A frica   270,000 1,500.000
Do, in A m erica ..................   3,733.207 5,340,000
Do. in A u stra la sia , & c  3,173,310 3,000,000
V arious o th e r  S e t t le m e n ts   96,171 200,000
T o ta l ................................................. 8,981,941 288,760.00
F rom  th e  above su m m ary  i t  ap p ears  th a t  G rea t B rita in  ru le s  an  
e x te n t  of te r r i to ry  one h u n d red  tim es as la rge  as herself, an d  over a  
p o p u la tio n  ten  tim es as n u m ero u s as h e r  ow n.
F R A N C E .
1. S i t u a t io n ,  E x t e n t . — Bounded on the north 
by Belgium and the English C hannel; on the east 
by Germany, Switzerland, and Ita ly  ; on the south 
by Spain, and the M editerranean Sea ; on the west 
by the Bay of Biscay; 600 miles long and 500 broad.
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2. F a c e  o f i h e  C o u x t r y .—Generally le v e l; but 
there are elevated districts in the east and south.
C lim a t e ,  S o i l . —The finest in the world * 
ra ther warm in the south ; w inter severe in the 
north, bu t mild near the M editerranean Sea. The 
soil is rich, and produces corn, wine, oil, and all 
the comforts of life. One-eighth of the country is 
yet covered with forests, which supply fuel in the 
absence of coal.
4. PoTULATiox.—About 37 millions, chiefly 
Catholics, w ith about 2 millions of Protestants. 
The French language is one of the most polished 
in Europe, and is generally spoken by the higher 
classes in every country in Europe.
5. PiVERs.—The Seine, Loire, Garonne, and 
Phone.
6 . M o u n t a ix s .—Ju ra , (a  branch o f  the Alps) 
between France and Sw itzerland; the Pyrenees, 
between France and Spain ; the Cevennes and the 
M ountains of Auvergne in Central France.
7. I s l a n d s . —XJshant, Pelle Isle, P he, and 
Olcron, on the west coast; the Hieres, with 
Corsica, in the M editerranean; Jersey, Guernsey, 
Alderney, and Sark, (in the English Channel), 
belong to England.
8. C h i e f  T o w n s .— P a r i s ,  the capital, popula­
tion, 2,000,000 ; Marseilles^ Bordeaux  ^ (o), Havre 
de Grace, Boulogyie, Brest, Dimkirk, and Toulon, are 
sea p o r ts ; Lyons is a large m anufacturing town 
on the Phone ; Bouen,  ^ Hantes, and Nismes, are 
inland towns of g reat im portance; Cherbourg, on 
the coast of the English Channel, and Toulon, on 
the M editerranean, are the chief naval stations.
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XoTE.—France is divided into 88 departments. Its 
foreign possessions are Gnadaloupe  and M artiniqtte  in the 
W est Indies; Cayenne  or G uiana ,  in South America; 
Senegal, St. Louis, Goree, in Western Africa; The Isle o f  
Bourbon  (now called Reu)iion) in the Indian Ocean; 
Pondicherry,  in Hindostan ; S e w  Caledonia, the Marguesas, 
the L o y a l ly  Islands, the L o w  Arch ipe lago ,  with T a h iti ,  and 
others of the Society Islands  in the Pacific Ocean; A lg iers  
and Tunis, in North Africa. France exports wine, brandy, 
silk, and oil. Manufactures are rapidly increasing. The 
military tastes and valour of the French people are well 
known. On the surrender of ex-Emperor Napoleon III, to 
the King of Prussia, at Sedan, on the 2nd September, 187 ) 
his dynasty was deposed, and a Republic proclaimed.
BELGIUM.
1. SITUATION) E x t e n t . — Belgium is bounded on 
the north by Holland ; on the west by the German 
O cean; south, by F ra n c e ; on the east by 
Germany ; about 160 miles long and 120 broad.
2. F a c e  o f  t h e  C o u n t r y .—Generally level, 
intersected by canals and rivers, and covered with 
fortified towns.
3 . C l im a t e ,  S o i l ,  & c.—Climate, tem pera te ; 
the soil, though naturally sandy and barren, has 
through the industry of the inhabitants been made 
rem arkably fertile, producing grain, fruit, & c., in 
such abundance as to earn for Belgium the name 
of the “ Garden of Europe.
4. POPULATION.—5,537,000 ; chiefly Catholics, 
and speaking a dialect of the Teutonic; the French
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language is generally spoken by the educated 
classes.
5. E i v e r s .— The Maese or Meuse, the Scheldt, 
and the Sambre.
C niE F  T o w n s .— B r u s s e l s , th e  c a p ita l ,  p o p u la ­
tio n , 3 7 6 ,0 0 0 ;  Antwerp, Ghe7it, Bruges, and Osteyid.
N o t e . —The government is a limited monarchy. The 
manufacture of woollen, linen, lace, cotton and silk goods, 
is largely carried on. Ironworks are numerous. The 
soil is highly cultivated, the chief products being corn, 
flax, hemp, madder, and tobacco. Belgium, considering 
its size, may be reckoned one of the most prosperous 
countries in Europe ; since it threw off the yoke of Holland 
it has progressed in every branch ot industry; railways are 
one of the distinguishing features of Belgium. Belgium  
was formerly the Commercial Emporium of Europe.
H O L L A N D .
1. S i t u a t io n ,  E x t e n t . — Bounded on the east 
by Germany, south by Belgium and on the west 
and north by the German Ocean ; about 1 5 0  miles 
long, and 100 broad.
2. F a c e  o f  t h e  C o u n t r y .— Level (like a m arsh 
which has been drained.) Near the sea the land 
is several feet below the level of the ocean, and 
large banks called dykes, are raised to prevent 
the inroads of the s e a ; the country is intersected 
by canals.
3. C l im a t e ,  S o i l ,  &o.— Cold and damp ; soil 
very fertile, and well adapted for cultivation or 
grazing.
4. P o p u l a t i o n . — 4 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  speaking the Dutch 
language (which is a dialect of the Teutonic).
74
There is no established religion in Holland, bu t 
the great majority are Protestants of the Calvinistic 
form of worship. The Dutch are rem arkable for 
their economy, industry, and commercial spirit. 
Their fisheries are a source of great wealth.
5. E r . EBs.—The Rhine, Meuse, and the Scheldt.
6. L a k e s .—The Zuyder Zee, and H aerlem  
Mere.
7. I s l a n d s .  — W alcheren, N orth  and South 
Beveland, Texel, &c.
8. C h i e f  T o w n s .— A m s t e r d a m ,  the capital— 
population, 300,000 ; Rotterdam^ Utrecht^ famous 
for its University ; The Hague  ^ the residence of the 
king.
N o t e .— The government is a  limited Monarchy. The 
foreign possessions of Holland are: (1) Java, and various 
settlements in the islands between Java and Australia.
(2) Sztriuayn, in South America. (3) Curagoa, St. Eustatius, 
and three other islands in the W est Indies. (4) A few 
forts on the Coast o f  Guinea, in Africa.
SW ITZER LA N D .
1. S i t u a t i o n ,  E x t e n t . — Between France, Ger­
many, and I ta ly ; 156 miles long, and 208 broad. 
I t  consists of 22 Republics or Cantons, which are 
confederated together for m utual protection and 
defence.
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2. F a c e  o f  t h e  C o u n t r y . —M ountainous and 
highly romantic. I t  is celebrated for its scenery, 
and its sublime m ountains covered with snow, its 
deep valleys, and its beautiful lakes.
3. C l i m a t e  a n d  S o i l . —The winter is severe, 
the summer su ltry ; the valleys are fertile.
4. P o p u l a t i o n . —2,776,000, one half of which 
are Catholics, the other Protestants. The French, 
Italian , and German languages are generally 
spoken.
5. PiYERs.—The P h ine, the Phone, and the 
Aar.
6. L a k e s .—Constance, Lucerne, Neufchatel and 
Geneva.
7. M o u n t a i n s .—The vast chain of the Alps, the 
chief of which are Mont Blanc (the highest in 
Europe), M ount St. Bernard, Posa, Simplon, and 
St. G o thard ; glaciers (which are large masses of 
ice and snow) sometimes fall and overwhelm 
whole valleys.
8. C h i e f  T o w n s ,  B e r n e . —population, 36,000 ; 
Basle^ Geneva, Lucerne, and Zurich.
N o t e . -T h e inhabitants of Switzerland are distinguished 
for their love of liberty. In the towns, various manufactures 
of small wares, such as watches, arc carried on, which are 
generally dispersed through Europe. The cotton and silk 
manufactures have flourished of late years ; domestic manu- 
factuies are now very common among the peasantry. Many 
of the young Swiss travel as pedlars, or engage as servants 
in foreign countries, in order to obtain the means of settling 
at home.
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T H E  AUSTRO H U N G A R IA N  
E M P IR E
S i t u a t i o n ,  &c.—The A ustrian Emjiire consists 
of—
(1) Austria Proper, Bohemia, Moravia, the Tyrol* 
Carinthia, Carniola, and f o u r  other Provinces 
in Germany.
(2) The Kingdom of Hungary.
(3) Transylvania.
(4) Dalmatia, Croatia, and Sclavonia.
(5) Gallicia and Bukowina, formerly part of Poland.
(6) Bosnia and Herzegovina, formerly belonging to 
Turkey, recently (1878) annexed to Austria.
These dominions are bounded on the north by 
the Prussian and Russian territories ; on the east 
by Russia and Roum ania ; on the south by Servia, 
Montenegro, Italy , and the A driatic Sea ; and on 
the west by Switzerland and Bavaria. The 
empire includes an extent of country 800 miles 
long and 500 broad.
2. F a c e  o f  t h e  C o u n t r y .—Generally m ountain­
ous, though it contains the rich fertile plains of 
H ungary.
3. C l i m a t e ,  S o i l ,  &c.—Temperate and agree­
able ; the soil is generally rich, producing all the 
comforts and many of the luxuries of life, namely, 
corn, wine, minerals, &c.
4. P o p u l a t i o n .— A bout 38 millions, chiefly of 
the Catholic religion. Various languages are 
spoken as the German, the Bohemian, and H u n ­
garian, which latter are dialects of the Sclavonian.
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5. R i v e r s . —The Danube, w ith it tributaries, 
the Inn , the Drave, the Save, and the Theiss ; and 
the Moldau in Bohemia.
6 . M o u x t a i x s .— The Alps, the C arpathian and 
the Erz M ountains.
7. C h i e f  T o w n s . — V i e n n a ,  the capital—popula­
tion, 1,020,000; Pragice, in Bohemia ; and 
Ohmitz^ in M oravia ; Pesth^ Buda^ and Freshirg, in 
H u n g a ry ; Trie%te, a t the head of the Gulf of 
Venice ; Cracow^ and Lemhxt,rg  ^ in A ustrian Poland ; 
Bosna Serai^ in Bosnia.
N o t e .—The administration is dual in form. The 
German provinces, witli Gallicia and Dalmatia, are under 
the Hungarian crown. Both divisions of the monarchy 
now enjoy representative institutions.
T H E  GERM AN E M P IR E .
1. S i t u a t i o n ,  &c.—The German Em pire consists 
of—
(1) The Kingdom of Prussia, including the
provinces of Prussia Proper, and Posen* 
(formerly part of Poland).
(2) The Kingdom of Bavaria.
(3) „ „ Saxony.
(4) „ ,, Wurtemhurg.
(o) The Grand-Duchy of Baden with t w e n t y  other 
Duchies, Principalities and Free Cities, and the 
Province of Alsace-Lorraine, recently recovered 
from France.
I t  is bounded on the north by the N orth  Sea or 
German Ocean, Denmark, and the Baltic S e a ; on 
the west by H olland, Belgium, and F rance; on
♦ Prussia Projter, and Posen, thou^ii included within the newly con- 
tituted German Empire, are beyond the geograi)hical limits of Germany.
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the south by Sw itzerland; and on the east by 
Poland, and by some of the German States 
belonging to Austria.
2 . F a c e  o f  t h e  C o u n t r y .—H illy in the centre. 
In  the north a large plain extends to the N orth 
and Baltic Seas. The southern portion is a 
table-land.
3. C l im a t e , S o i l , &c.—H ealthy ; on the north ­
ern plain the climate is somewhat cold and damp, 
but is warmer in the centre and less elevated 
portions of the south. The soil is poor and sandy 
near the Baltic, but fertile in the interior and 
south, producing corn, wine, wool, timber, flax, &c.
4. P o p u l a t io n . —About 43 millions. Somewhat 
more than one half are Protestants ; the rest are 
Catholics.
0 . P i v E R s .—The Rhine, W eser, and Elbe, 
flowing into the German O cean; the Danube and 
its tributaries in the south ; the Oder in the west 
flowing into the Baltic S e a ; and the Vistula in 
Posen and Prussia Proper, falling into the Gulf 
of Dantzig.
6. C h i e f  T o w n s .—B e r l i n ,  the capital—popu­
lation, 1,000,000; Magdehirgj Stettin, Breslau, 
Posen, Konigsherg, Dantzig, Munster^ Cologne, 
Hanover, Altona, and Franlifort-on-tlieMain, all 
within the Kingdom of P ru ss ia ; Munich and 
Muremhirgm  B avaria; Stuttgart in W iirtem burg ; 
Dresden and Leipzig, in Saxony; Strasbourg and 
Metz in A lsace-Lorraine; and the Free Cities of 
Hamburg, Lubeck, and Bremen.
N ote.—T he chief result of the Fraiico-Prussian War of 
1870-71, was, that the various states of Germany with the 
exception of those belonging to Austria, were erected into 
a hereditary empire, with the King of Prussia as Emperor. 
Prussia, of all the states, is by far the most important; so 
much so, that the other states are almost as much subject 
to her as her own provinces. The direction and command 
of the immense military resources of the confederation are 
in the hands of Prussia. The chief exports of Germany 
are wool and timber. The manufactures are linen, cotton, 
woollen goods, hardware, and beer. In Prussia education 
is enforced by law. The Germans arc distinguished for 
the toleration and liberty of sentiment which the various 
religious sects display towards each other.
D EN M A R K .
1. S i t u a t io n , E x t e n t .—D enm ark is bounded on 
the north by the Skager-rack ; on the west by the 
German Ocean ; on the south by G erm any; and on 
the east by the Baltic Sea and the Cattegat. I t  
comprises the peninsula of Ju tland , on the 
con tinen t; and the islands, Zealand, Funen, 
Laaland, Falster, &c., in the C attegat and Baltic.
2. F a c e  o f  t h e  C o u n t r y .— Almost one uniform 
level, with many moors and marshes, bu t with 
much rich pasture land.
3. C l im a t e , &c.—The climate is very tem perate, 
compared with th a t of Sweden and Norway. The 
soil is fertile, and produces grain and flax, besides 
fattening cattle fo r exportation.
4. P o p u l a t io n .—Two millions speaking the 
Danish language, a dialect of the Teutonic, and 
professing the L utheran  form of Protestantism . 
The government is a lim ited monarchy. The
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education of the people is well attended to—every 
child between the ages of seven and fourteen 
years being compelled to attend some public or 
approved private school.
5. E iv e h s .—None of any importance.
6. S t r a it s .— ( I ) .  The Sound, between Zealand 
and Sweden. (2). The Great Belt, between 
Zealand and Funen. (3.) The Little Belt, between 
Funen and Jutland.
7. I s l a n d s .—Zealand, Funen, Laaland, Lang- 
land and Falster, all in the Baltic Sea.
8. C h i e f  T o w n s .— C o p e n h a g e n , the capital, in 
the island of Zealand, population, 193,000 ; 
Elsinore^ at the entrance of the S o u n d ; RosJcilde^ 
the ancient capital.
N o t e .—The island of Iceland, near the coast of Green­
land, belongs to Denmark. It is a cold barren country, 
and is famous for its burning mountain, Hecla, for its 
fountains of boiling water called “ Geysers," and for the 
intelligence of its inhabitants, who are generally well 
educated. The Faroe Islands, midway between Scotland 
and Iceland, also belong to Denmark. There are also 
Danish settlements in Greenland. The islands of Sayita 
Cruz, St. Thomas, ami St. John in the West Indies belong 
to Denmark.
S W E D E N  AND NORWAY-
1. S it u a t io n , E x t e n t .—A peninsula in the 
north-west of Europe, between the Baltic Sea, the 
Gulf of Bothnia and the Atlantic Ocean ; north of 
Denmark and Germany, and west of Russia— 1150 
miles long and 250 broad.
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2. F a c e  of t h e  C o u n t r y .—Norway is very 
mountainous. Sweden is rem arkable for its lakes, 
forests and morasses ; it has numerous rivers, but 
few are navigable.
3. C l i m a t e , S o i l , &c.—Very severe ; the country 
being generally covered with snow, except during 
the brief period of summer, which does not last 
more than three or four months ; the soil is not 
fertile, and barely produces enough grain for the 
consumption of its inhabitants. Sweden has mines 
of iron and copper of great value.
4 . P o p u l a t io n .—Upwards of six millions, who 
speak in Norway the JS^ of'se, and in Sweden the 
Sxoedish tongue, both of which are dialects of the 
Teutonic.
5 . F iv e r s .—In Norway, the G lom m en ; in 
Sweden, the Dahl, Gotha, and Tornea.
6. L a k e s .— W ener and W etter, in Sweden.
7. M o u n t a in s .—The Dovrefield M ountains in 
Norway, and the Kiolen F ange between Norway 
and Sweden.
8. I s l a n d s .— The Loffoden on the coast of 
N orw ay ; among these in the famous whirlpool 
called the Mcelstrom; (2) Gothland, and (3) Gland 
in the Baltic Sea.
9. C h ie f  T o w n s . — S tockholm  is the capital— 
population, 173,000; Gottenhurg is the principal 
seaport ; Upsal is famous for its University. In
?iYQBergenj (population, 116,000)
and Drontlieim
[1] The (Government is a limited monarchy. Norway 
and Sweden have each their separate independent legisla­
tures, and their own peculiar laws and usages. The 
religion is the Lutheran form of Protestantism, The chief
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exports are iron, timber, pitch and tar. Fisheries are the 
main support of the people of Norway. The island of St. 
Bartholomew, in the W est Indies, which recently belonged 
to Sweden, has been sold to France.
( 2 ) .  The L a p l a n d e r s  are a semi-barbarous people, in ­
habiting the most northerly part of Europe, dependent 
mainly on fish and their reindeer for support. In the 
extreme north of Lapland there is day in the summer and 
night in the winter for two months.
T H E  R U SSIA N  EM PIRE.
1. S it u a t io n , E x t e n t .—I t  occupies all the 
east of E u ro p e ; is bounded on the north by the 
Arctic Ocean ; on the south by the Black Sea and 
M ount Caucasus; on the east by A sia ; and on 
the west by the Gulf of Bothnia, which separates 
it from Sweden, by the Baltic Sea, and by the 
dominions of Prussia, A ustria and Koumania. I ts  
European dominions are about 1800 miles long 
and 1400 broad, and are divided into—
(1) Great Russia, or Muscovy, in the centre and 
north.
(2) East Russia (comprising the former kingdoms 
of Kasan and Astrakhan).
(3) South, or New Russia.
(4) West, or Polish Russia.
(o) Little Russia in the south-west.
(6) Baltic Provinces, including Finland, conquered 
from Sweden.
2. F a c e  o f  t h e  C o u n t r y . —Generally le v e l; 
intersected by numerous navigable rivers, and 
covered with forests. In  the south there are 
immense plains, free from trees, and covered with 
high g ra ss ; these are called Steppes,
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3. C l i m a t e ,  S o i l ,  & c ,—In  the north sim ilar to 
chat of Sweden ; in the south, mild and tem perate ; 
producing all the necessaries of life. I t  has mines 
of gold, silver, copper and iron.
4. P o p u l a t io n .— About 73 m illions; speaking 
various dialects of the Sclavonic tongue.
5. PivERS.—The N orthern Dwina flowing into 
the W hite Sea ; the Neva and the W estern Dwina 
into the Baltic ; the Dniester, Dnieper, and K uban 
into the Black Sea ; the Don into the Sea of Azov; 
and the Volga and U ra l into the Caspian Sea.
6. L a k e s .—Ladoga and Onega, the two largest 
in Europe.
7. M o u n t a in s . —The U ra l M ountains, which 
contain rich mines of gold ; and M ount Caucasus 
extending from the Black to the Caspian Sea.
8. I s l a n d s .—Nova Zembla and Spitzbergen, in 
the Arctic Ocean ; the Aland Isles, in the Gulf of 
B o th n ia ; Oesel and Dago, in the Baltic.
9. C h i e f  T o w n s .— St. P e t e r s b u r g , the capital, 
population 668,000; Moscow^ the ancient cap ital; 
Warsaw, the capital of E u s s ia n  P o l a n d  ; Archangel^ 
on tlie W hite S e a ; Riga and Revel, on the Baltic 
Sea ; Odessa and lOierson, on the Black S e a ; with 
Toula, Tver, Kiev (Kioo) and Novogorod, in the 
interior ; Cronstadt is the nearest seaport town to 
St. Petersburg.
N o te  (1) Russia is an absolute Monarchy, governed by 
an Emperor, who is called the C z a r . In addition to its 
European dominions, all the north of Asia (called Siberia), 
belongs to Russia. The religion of Russia is that of the 
Greek Church, which gives the Russian Emperor, the 
temporal Head of that Church, great influence over the
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(ireek population of Turkey. A variety of barbarous 
tribes, among others the Cossacks, are included in Russia. 
The R u s s i a n  armies number about one million of men.
N o tk  (2 )—Russia exports timber, hemp, flax, pitch, tar, 
hides, tallow, seed and grain of all sorts, the latter chiefly, 
from the southern provinces on the Black Sea.
X oT E  (3)—Poland, once an independent kingdom, was, 
about the close of the last century, divided among Prussia, 
Austria, and R ussia; the latter power receiving the 
largest share.
TU R K EY .
1. S it u a t io n , E x t e n t .— Turkey in Europe is 
bounded on the north by Austria, Servia, and 
E o u m an ia ; on the west by the Adriatic and 
M editerranean Seas ; on the south by Greece, the 
waters of the Archipelago, and the sea of M armora; 
and on the east by the Black Sea. Area, 128,000 
square miles, or more than twice the size of E ng­
land and W ales.
2 . D i v i s i o n s .—Turkey in Europe comprises 
(1.) Turkey Proper, comprising the provinces still
under the direct rule of the Sultan.
(2.) The Principality of Bulgaria, virtually in- 
dependent, under an elected prince but paying 
an annual tribute to the Sultan.
(3.) Eastern Roumeliu, governed by a Prince 
appointed by the Sultan, in whose hands is the 
supreme military and political authority.
3. F a c e  o f  t h e  C o u n t r y . —N ear the Danube, 
extensive plains. In  the centre and south, occu­
pied by ranges of mountains.
4. C l i m a t e , S o i l , &c.—W arm  but temperate 
and healthy. Soil, fertile if properly cultivated, 
producing grain, wine, olives, oil, fruits, silks, &c.
5. P o p u l a t io n .—About 9,000,000, the majority
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of which are Greeks and other Christians, yet re­
siding in the Turkish provinces. The rest chiefly 
Mohammedans.
6. E i v e r s .— The Danube is the chief river.
7. S t r a i t s . —The Dardanelles (the ancient H el­
lespont), which connects the Archipelago with the 
Sea of Marmora. The Bosphorus which joins the 
Sea of Marmora to the Black Sea (sometimes 
called the Euxine Sea).
8 . G u l f s . —Those of Contessa ; Saloniki; Yolo ; 
and Arta.
9. M o u n t a in s .— Hsemus, or Balkan, Ehodope, 
Mount Athos, Olympus, Ossa, Pindus. The Yale 
of Tempo is between Olympus and Ossa.
10. I s l a n d s  —Most of the islands in the Archi­
pelago belong to G reece; Candia (the ancient 
Crete) belongs to Turkey.
11. C h i e f  T o w n s . — C o n s t a n t in o p l e , the capital 
—population, 700,000; Adrianople^ Saloniki, and 
Gallipoli^ in Turkey P roper; Sophia and Varna in 
Bulgaria ; and Phillipolis in Eastern Eoumelia.
N o t e .  —  (1) Turkey is governed by a Stdtan or Grand 
Seigneur, whose power is absolute. The population and 
power of the Turks are rapidly declining, and very probably 
the present generation will witness their expulsion from 
Europe, as the purely lurk ish  part of the population is 
diminishing in number, while the Christian part is steadily 
increasing. It is only the jealousy and cupidity of the 
leading European powers which permits this country to 
exist as a European power.
(2)  MOLDAVIA and W a l l a c h i a  (or as they are no\v 
termed, R o i t m a x i a ), provinces on the Danube, were 
formerly under the influence of Russia, but are now 
possessed of a constitutional government, under a prince 
chosen by themselves. S e h v i a , formerly included within 
the limits of European Turkey has been independent
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since 1878. B o s n i a  and I I ekzf .g o v i v a  were, at the 
close of the last Russo-Turkisli war (1878) annexed to 
Austria. That portion of B e s s a r a b i a  to the east and north 
of the River Pruth, formerly ceded to ^loldavia, has b&n 
annexed to Russia. B u l g a r i a  is subject to Turkey.
(3). Turkey in Asia, with Egypt, and Tripoli in Africa, 
are nominaUy subject to the Sultan of Turkey.
(4). Turkey in Europe includes the ancient countries of 
IMoesia and Thracia; with Macedonia, Epinis, and 
Thessaly, which constitute the northern portions of ancient 
Greece. It was the European seat of the Eastern Roman 
Empire until a .d . 1453; when Constantinople was taken 
by the Turks.
MONTENEGRO-
1 . S i t u a t io n , E x t e n t .—This small state lies to 
the north-west of Turkey Proper, and has an area 
of 3,500 square miles.
2. P o p u l a t io n , 300,000.
SERYIA.
1. S it u a t io n , E x t e n t —Bounded on the north 
by the rivers Save and Danube ; on the east by 
Bulgaria ; on the south by Turkey Proper ; and 
on the west by Bosnia. Area, 20,000 square 
miles.
2. F a c e  o f  t h e  C o u n t r y .— Very mountainous, 
being traversed by spurs of the Dinaric Alps and 
B a lk an s; it is well watered by the numerous 
tributaries of the Danube.
3. C l im a t e .— Subject to extremes of heat and 
cold. Soil fertile bu t ill cultivated.
4. P o p u l a t io n , &c.—About 1,700,000, nearly 
all Servians or Sclavs. Servia is an independent
principality, governed by a Prince, and a Senate 
and N ational Assembly.
5 . D iv is io n s  a n d  T o w n s .— Servia is divided into 
18 districts. The chief town is B e l g r a d e  on the 
Danube, population, 28,000.
6 . P r o d u c t io n s .— P i g s ,  g r a i n ,  t o b a c c o ,  s i l k ,  
w in e ,  a n d  t i m b e r .
ROUMAXIA.
1. S it u a t io n , E x t e n t .— Eonm ania occupies the 
plain between the D anube and the Carpathian 
M ountains. Area 50,000 square miles, nearly 
equal to th a t of England,
2. F ace of t h e  C o u n t r y .— Mostly level, b u t 
hilly towards the w est; well watered by tr ib u ­
taries of the Danube.
3. C l im a t e , S o il .—The climate is variable, 
being subject to extremes of heat and cold. The 
soil of the plains is w ell adapted for pastoral and 
agricultural purposes. The productions are 
chiefly grain, and herds of sheep and cattle ; w heat, 
wool, and tim ber are the chief exports.
4 . P o pu l a t io n , & c .— T h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  a b o u t
5,300,000 ; t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  a  l i m i t e d  m o n a r c h y .
5. C h ie f  T o w ns.— B u c h a r e st  the capital and 
seat of government, population, 221,000; Jassy, 
the chief town of Moldavia, and Gahtz, the p rin ­
cipal p o r t ; Braila and Is^nail on the Danube.
G R EEC E .
1. S it u a t io n , E x t e n t .— Modern Greece com­
prises the southern part of Turkey, formed into a 
petty kingdom by the European powers in 1827. 
I t  has Turkey on the north, the Archipelago on
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the east, with the M editerranean on the south and 
west, and is about 200 miles long and 180 miles 
broad.
2. F ace of t k e  C o u n t r y .—Very m ountainous; 
with rich valleys between the ranges.
3 .C l im a t e , S o il .—W arm , but tem perate; fertile 
soil, producing oil, wine, currants, figs, grain, &c.
4. POPULATION.— 1,680,000; Christians of the 
Greek Church, and speaking Romaic or Modern 
Greek.
5. R iv e r s .—These are but small streams, as 
Aspro, Asopo, Roufia.
6. G u l f s  a n d  B a y s .—Gulfs of Lepanto, Patras, 
2Egina, Nauplia, Koron, Arcadia, and Colorythia.
7. iV louN T A iN s.—Zagara (the ancient Helicon), 
Parnassus.
8. Isi^VNDs.—The Ionian Islands, Negropont 
(the ancient Euboea), with the Cyclades and H ydra.
9. C h ie f  T o w n s .— A t h e n s , the capital, popula­
tion, 45,000; Livadiay Tripoliha, Nauplia, or 
Napoli di Romania, Navarino, Patras, Missolonghi 
fThehes, Corinth and Sparta, once so famous, are 
now only villages.)
N ote(1). Greece is remarkable for its ancient celebrity, 
and for its architectural ruins, sculptures, &c., which delight 
and instruct travellers of taste and educati )n from every 
portion of the civilized world.
(2.1 The seven Ionian Islands, formerly a republic under 
the protection of Great Britain, were ceded to Greece in 1864, 
and now form part of that kingdom.
(3). Greece has not made that progress since its inde­
pendence which was anticipated, owing to the lawless cha- 
acter of the mountain population ; and the low intriguing, 
corrupt character of society in general—th e result of long 
oppression under the Turks. The government is a limited 
monarchy.
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ITALY.
1. SiTUATiox, E x t e x t . —Italy  is a p en insu la ; 
bounded on the north by the Alps, which separate 
it from A ustria and Sw itzerland; on the west by 
France and the M editerranean ; on the east by tlie 
Adriatic S e a ; and on the south by the M editer­
ranean ; about 700 miles long and 360 broad. I t  
includes the following divisions :—
The Roman Territory. The Marches.
Tuscany. Embria.
Piedmont and Liguria. The Neapolitan Provinces.
Lombardy The Island of Sardinia, and
Yenetia. The Island of Sicily.
Emilia.
2. PoPULATiox, RELIGION.—N early 28 millions, 
professing the Catholic religion.
3. C l im a t e , S o il , &c.—Ita ly  is for the most 
p art a mountainous country, although it contains, 
level plains of great e x te n t; the soil is most fertile 
producing grain, silk, oil, fruit, &c. The air very 
sa lubrious; climate very warm, but tem perate. 
The low lands near the sea are generally u n ­
healthy ; and vast tracts near Rome and Leghorn, 
termed the M arem m a,” are uninhabited, owing 
to the m arshy exhalations called malaria.
4. R iv e r s .—The Po, Adige, Var, Arno, and 
Tiber.
5. S t r a it s .— Strait of Messina, between Sicily 
and Naples ; S tra it of Bonifacio, between Corsica 
and Sardinia.
6. G u l f s , a n d  B a y s .—Adriatic Sea, or Gulf of 
V enice; Bay of N aples; Gulfs of Genoa, Gaeta, 
Salerno, and Tarento.
7. C a p e s .—Di Lexica, Spartivento, Gaeta, and 
Piombino ; and Cape Passaro in Sicily.
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8. L a k e s .—^Maggiore, Como, Garda, Perugia, 
Celano.
9. M o u n t a in s .—The Alps to the north ; the 
Apennines, which run through the whole of Italy .
10. C h i e f  T o w n s .—The chief city of Ita ly  is 
P o m e , formerly tiie mistress of the world, popu­
lation, 250,000. Pom e stands on the banks of the 
Tiber, and is rich in monuments of a r t—ancient 
and modern; it possesses the magnificent cathedral 
church of St. Peter, which is the wonder of all 
beholders. Florence and Leghorn^ in Tuscany; 
Turm^ in P iedm ont; Milan, in Lombardy ; Genoa, 
a t the head of the Gulf of tha t name ; Bologna 
(onya) in Em ilia; Fenice, Verona, Padua, in Yene- 
tia  ; Naples, the largest city in Italy , population,
450,000 ; and Palermo and Messma, in Sicily.
Prior to 1860 Italy was divided into several small king­
doms or states ; the principal of these were—the Kingdom 
of Naples and Sicily, the Kingdom of Sardinia, the States 
of the Church, the Grand-Duchy of Tuscany, the Duchies 
of Parma and Modena, and the Lombardo-Venetian terri­
tory, which last was forcibly held by Austria. In conse­
quence of the success of the French and Sardinian armies 
in the war against Austria in 1859-60. the whole of these, 
with the exception of Venetia and the States of the Church 
were united into one kingdom. In 1866 Venetia was, 
with the aid of Prussia, wrested from Austria, and at the 
close of the Franco-Prussian war in 1870, and the conse­
quent withdrawal of French troops from Home, the States 
of the Church were annexed; so that now the Kingdom of 
Italy comprises the whole of the peninsula, together with 
the islands of Sardinia and Sicily. The government is a 
constitutional monarchy.
The Island of Malta lying to the south of Sicily, and 
containing a population of 140,000, belongs to Great Britain.
The Italians are remarkable for their skill and taste in 
the fine arts, in statuary, music, and painting. The rest of 
Europe is indebted chiefly to Italy for the revival of
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literature, science, and the arts, in the 14th and loth  
centuries. The architectural remains of Rome and other 
Italian cities yield only to those of Greece in ijrandeur and 
beauty. As the site of ancient Etruscan civilization, and as 
the stronghold of Roman power, whence originated the 
F o u r t h  G r e a t  E m p i r e — namely, that of Rome—and as the 
seat of the Papacy or Popedom, Italy will ever be an 
interesting country to historical inquirers.
SPAIN.
1. S it u a t io n , E x t e n t .—Bounded on the north 
by the Bay of Biscay and France ; on the east 
and south by the jM editerranean; on the west by 
P ortugal and the Atlantic Ocean. I t  is a vast 
peninsula, 540 miles long and 650 broad.
2. F ace of t h e  C o u n t k y .—I t  is traversed by 
m ountain ranges, which generally run from east 
to w est; the valleys between are fertile and well 
watered ; the centre consists of elevated table-land.
3. C l i m . \t e , S o i l , &c.— The climate is dry and 
generally resembles tha t of New South W a le s ; 
the soil is fertile, especially in the south and 
south-east, and produces wine, oil, fruits, &c. 
This country is also peculiarly adapted for the 
production of fine wool, for which it was recently 
famous. I t  formerly contained silver mines.
4. P o p u l a t io n , E e l ig io n .— 17,000,000; all of 
the Catholic religion, and speaking the Spanish 
language.
5. E i v e r s .—The Ebro, Douro, the Tagus, 
Guadiana, and Guadalquiver.
6. IMo u n t a in s .—The Pyrenees in the north ; 
the Sierra M orena and Sierra Nevada in the soutli.
7. I s l a n d s .—^Majorca, Minorca, and Ivica, in 
the M editerranean Sea.
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8 .  C h i e f  Towxs.— M a d r i d , t h e  c a p i t a l — p o p u ­
l a t i o n ,  4 7 5 ,0 0 0 ;  Barcelona^ Seville^ Vahnciaj 
Malaga, a n d  Granada ; Cadiz is  t h e  c h i e f  s e a p o r t .
N ote (1). Spain is divided into 49 provinces, including 
the Balearic and Canary Islands. The Government is, at 
present (1882), a monarchy.
Note (2). The inhabitants of Biscay (or the Basques) 
have peculiar laws of their own, called “ Fueros,” to which 
they attach a high value.
Note (3). Gibraltar (the southern point of Spain) belongs 
to England.
Note (4). The foreign possessions of Spain are—(I) 
Cuha and Forto Rico in the West Indies. (2). Ceuta on 
the north coast of Africa, opposite Gibraltar. (3). The 
Philippine and Ladrone Islands on the coast of Asia.
PORTUGAL.
1. SITUATION, E x t e n t .—Portugal is bounded 
on the north and east by Spain ; south and west 
by the Atlantic Ocean ; 365 miles long and 145 
broad
2 . F ace of t h e  C o u n t r y .— Generally m ountain­
ous like Spain.
3. C l im a te  a n d  S o il . —Similar to those of Spain.
4. P o pu l a t io n , R e l ig io n .—Nearly five millions, 
all of the Catholic religion ; their language is a 
dialect of the Spanish.
5. R iv e r s ,—The Minho, Douro, Tagus, and 
Guadiana.
6. C h ie f  T o w n s .— L is b o n , the capital—popu­
lation 280,000 ; Oporto, Coimbra, Setuhal, Cintra, 
and Faro.
N o t e . —The Government is a limited monarchy. The 
foreign possessions are : (1). The Cope de Verde Islands on  
the coast of Africa. (2.) A ngo la ,  and Benguela, in South­
west Africa, with St. Thomas and Princess I s la n d  in the
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Gulf of Guinea. (3). Mozamhique and Sofola, in South­
east Africa. (4). Goa, in Hindostan. (5). Macao, in China, 
(6). And part of the island of Timor in the East Indies.
ASIA.
General View,
B o u n d a r ie s .— N ., the Arctic Ocean; W ., 
Europe, the Caspian Sea, the Black Sea, the 
Archipelago, the Levant, the Bed Sea; S., the 
Ind ian  Ocean ; and E ., the Pacific Ocean.
E x t e n t . —The length of Asia, from the D ar­
danelles to the Isles of Japan, is 6,000 m iles; and 
its breadth, from Cape Severe in Siberia, to the 
south of ^Malacca, 5,400.
Comparative View of the principal Countries of Asia.
Countries. Extent in ‘ sq. Miles.
Popula­
tion.
Chief
Toicns.
Popula­
tion.
1 Turkey in Asia 700,000 16" Smyrna 150,000
2 Arabia 1,000,000 12 Mecca 30,000
3 Persia 650,000 5 Teheran 50,000
4 Afghanistan and 
Beloochistan.. 350,000 7 aeC Cabul 60,000
5 India 1,600,000 250 Calcutta 895,000
6 Eastern Peninsula 870,000 37 Bankok 500,000
7 Chinese Empire 4,000,000 360 Pekin 1,500,000
8 Turkestan 1,500,000 7 Bokhara 70,000
9 Asiatic Russia .. i 6,150,000 11 Tiflis 80,000
10 Japan . .  . .  1 160,000 34 J 1Tokio 1,000,000
The total area of Asia is 17,500,000 square miles, or more 
than four times that of Europe. The population is variously 
stated, from 500 to 800 millions.
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I s l a n d s .—Cyprus, in the Levant; Ceylon, south 
of I n d i a ; Sumatra, Java, Borneo, Celebes, and 
the Moluccas or Spice Islands, between the Eastern 
Peninsula and Australia ; Hainan, in the Chinese 
Sea; the Philippine Is lands ; Formosa, east of 
China ; and the Japan  Islands, east of Manchooria 
and Corea.
P e n i n s u l a s . —Malacca, the most southerly part 
of the continent of Asia ; Corea, south of Chinese 
Tartary ; and Kamschatha, east of Siberia.
C a p e s —Cape Severo, north of Siberia ; East 
Cape, at Bhering^s S t r a i t ; Cape Lopatka, south 
of K am schatka; Capes Cambodia and Pomania, 
in the Eastern P en insu la ; and Cape Comorin, 
south of India.
M o u n t a in s .—The Altaian Mountains, in Siberia; 
Mount Caucasus, between the Black and Caspian 
S e a s ; Mount Taurus, and Mount Lebanon, in 
T u rk e y ; and the Himalaya Mountains north of 
India.
S e a s .  — The Levant, or eastern part of the 
Mediterranean ; the P ed  Sea, between Arabia and 
A frica; the Arabian Sea, between Arabia and 
I n d i a ; the Chinese Sea. south of C h in a ; the 
Yellow Sea, between China and C orea; the Sea 
of Japan, between Chinese Tartary and Jap an ; 
and the Sea of Ochotsk, between Siberia and 
Kamschatka.
L a k e s .  — The Caspian Sea, on the north of 
Persia ; the Sea of Aral, in Western Siberia ; and 
Lake Baikal, in the south of Eastern Siberia.
G u l f s  a n d  B a y s . —The Persian Gulf, between 
Arabia and Persia ; the Bay of Bengal, between 
India and the Eastern P en in su la ; the Gulf of
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Siam, between ^lalaccaand Cambodia ; tiie Gulf of 
Tonquin, between China and the Eastern Penin­
sula ; and the Bay of Nankin, on the East ol China.
S t r a i t s . —The Strait of Babelmandeb, between 
Arabia and Africa ; the Strait of Ormuz, at the 
entrance of the Persian Gulf; Talk’s Strait, 
between India and Ceylon; the Strait of 
Malacca, between the Eastern Peninsula and 
S u m a tra ; and Bhering’s Strait, between Asia 
and North America.
PiVERs.—The Euphrates and Tigris, in Turkey ; 
the Indus, Gauges, and Brahmapootra, in Ind ia  ; 
the Irrawaddy and May-Iveang, in the Eastern 
Peninsula ; the Yang-tsze-kiang and Ilo-ang-ho, 
in China ; the Amoor, in Manchooria and Eastern 
S ib e r ia ; the Lena, Yenesei and Obi, in S ib e r ia ; 
and the Oxus, or Ainoo, in Turkestan.
Natural Features, *^c.—Asia exhibits the greatest contrasts 
on the surface of the globe. The central legioii consists of 
stupendous mountains and immense tablelands, considered 
to be the highest in the world ; and from these the surface 
descends, in gradual slopes and terraces, intersected by 
majestic rivers, which appear like seas as they ajiproach 
the ocean. In a country of such vast extent the climate 
must vary considerably ; the south or India, is exceedingly 
h o t; while the north, or Siberia, is the very reverse.
Soil  an d  Productions.—The soil  of Asia is, in general, far 
superior to that of Europe, producing the most delicious 
fruit, with the most fragrant and balsamic plants, spices 
and gums. There are in the world, 1346 species of quad­
rupeds ; of this number, 423 are found in Asia, though only 
228 are peculiar to this continent.
Religion.—This division of the globe has been the scene 
of the most important events recorded in Scripture history. 
Here man was created, the patriarchs lived, the law was 
given to IMoses, and the redemption of the human race 
accomplished. The Religions now j)rofessed in Asia are 
various. The following are the principal. The Mohammedan
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in  T urkey, Persia, A fghanistan , and A r a b ia ; there are 
m anv iloharnm edans in the south o f Russia, and the north o f  
India, also in M alacca, Sum atra, Borneo, &c. Christians  
of the Latin and Greek Churches, Arm enians, and N es- 
torians, are found in various parts o f A siatic T urkey and  
Persia. T he Greek Church is the established relig ion  of  
A siatia Russia, M any C atholics and Protestants are found  
in  India, C eylon, and China. T he ancient Syrian Churches 
are also found in the south of India. T he H indoo or Brah- 
m inical System  prevails in India, w ith  that d istinction  of 
Caste, w h ich  is so opposed to the progressive im provem ent 
of nations. T he burning of w idow s, the self-im m olation  
at the shrine o f Ju ggern au t, and infanticide, have been  
forbidden by the British G o vern m en t; and several hundred  
m issionaries are now endeavouring to introduce C hristianity  
into India. T he B uddhist religion  prevails in C eylon and  
th e  peninsula o f India, beyond the G a n g e s ; th is appears to 
have been the m ost ancien t relig ion , and to have form erly  
prevailed in India until superseded by the Brahrainical.
T he governments of A sia  are alm ost universally  despotic.
Inhabitants, Laju/uaqes d'c. —T he I ndian', perhaps the m ost 
pure and unm ixed race, orig in a lly  settled  probably in the  
V ale of Cashm ere, and from thence peopled India and Persia. 
I t  is supposed from affinity of lan gu age  that the Celtic, 
the T eutonic, and the ScLAvONic races, which have succes­
sively  colonised Europe, are separate offshoots from this  
branch o f the hum an fam ily. T he languages of ancien t  
Greece and Rome, in their gram m atical construction, so  
str ik in g ly  resem ble the sacred and standard language of 
the I ndian race— v iz ., the Sansckit— that we m ust trace  
their original form ation to colonists, or the posterity  o f  
colonists from India. T he Z end (the sacred lan gu age  of  
Persia) and the P ali (the sacred language o f Burm ah and  
Ceylon) are branches or sister  d ia lects o f the S ansckit ; 
and m ost o f the d ia lects o f modern Ind ia  are tracea ble to th is  
source. T h e S hemitic races, sp eak in g  lan gu ages sim ilar to  
th e  an cien t H ebrew , v iz ., the Syrians, Koords (the ancien t  
A ssyrian s), the Chaldeans, and the Arabs. T he T ukkish 
races, som etim es confounded w ith  the T artars, sp ea k in g  
the T urkish  lan gu age, v iz .:  the O sm anli in T u rk ey , the  
Turks in Bokhara and T urkestan , and sundrv other tribes  
in  various provinces of the R ussian  E m pire in Europe and
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A sia . T he Moxooijax or T artar races, com p risin g  the  
M ongols, the B uriats (S ib eria ), the Calm neks (R ussia), 
the T an gu sian s, the >Ianchoos (the present m asters o f  
China), the T hibetian<, w ith  the people o f Armenia and 
th e  tribes o f Caucasus (betw een the B lack  and Caspian  
S eas) speak lan gu ages not y e t  su ffic iently  know n to bo 
properly classified . T he C hinese race (nearly a llied  to  
th e  M ongolian) in C hina (and probably Japan), w h ose  
la n g u a g e  is now w ell understood by Europeans, and is 
found to p ossess no extraordinary d ifficu lties, as w as  
supposed. T he ]Malay races, found in the p en insu la  o f  
^Malacca, and in all the Islands o f the Indian  and P acific  
Ocean, from ^Madagascar to the coast o f South Am erica. 
T h ese are the principal A sia tic  races and fam ilies o f  Ian. 
g u a g e s : but our inform ation is y e t  very im perfect, and we  
know  lit t le  o f the Indian la n g u a g es  not derived from the  
S an scrit or the lan gu ages o f the B unn an E m pire, Siam , 
&c. T here are also traces in T h ibet, in India, and in the 
A sia tic  islands <>f an aboriginal black and skmi-negro 
population . In som e islands, as in N ew  G uinea, and other  
islands o f A u stralasia , th is race has m aintained its ground ; 
but in m ost of the islands it has been supplanted and  
alm ost destroyed by the Malay races.
I t  w ill be seen b y  the above lis t  o f races that the  
population of A sia  is  m uch more varied than th at o f 
E urope. T he central regions o f that con tin en t from the  
B lack and Caspian Seas to K am schatka, are ch iefly  
occu p ied  by w andering T urk ish  and ^Mongolian (Tartar) 
tribes, dependent on their cattle, horses. &c., for su b sist­
ence. Even in the more settled  countries T urkey in A sia , 
Persia, & c., the Nom ad or wandering tribes occupy the  
open country, as in the days of the Jew ish  patriarchs. A  
compact settled population, such as exists in Europe, in  the  
m idst o f a h igh ly  cultivated country, is unknow n in Asia, 
except in portions o f China, India, and Japan. In  fact, the  
central table-land and the desert portions of Arabia, T u rk ey  
in  Asia, and Persia are only  suited to the wants of the Nom ad  
or Shepherd tribes, and w ill never be adapted to the support 
of an agricultural population. I t  is this singular predom i­
nance of w andering w arlike tribes in A sia  which has ever 
rendered a stable and efficient governm ent alm ost im possible, 
as such com m unities are difficult to be controlled. B y these
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tribes the ancient caravan trade o f  A sia and A frica was 
carried on, from the borders o f China and India, through  
Persia, to the ancient B abylon , Palm yra, Dam ascus, and  
T yre ; and again  in Africa, from E th iop ia  and C entral 
Africa to Alexandria. Ships also from the Red Sea and  
Persian G u lf v isited  India , and perhaps the Spice Islands.
D IV ISIO N S  OF ASIA.
A s i a  c o m p r i s e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o u n t r i e s  :—
I. A s i a t i c  E u s s i a — p o p u l a t i o n ,  e l e v e n  m i l l i o n s  
— c o n t a i n i n g  :
T he Caucasus C h ief Tow ns, T iflis , E rivan
Siberia, com prising—
W estern  Siberia ,, Tobolsk
Eastern Siberia ,, Irkutz
R ussian Central A sia ,, K okan, T ashkend, K h o­
jend, Sam arkand
I I .  T u r k e y  i n  A s i a — p o p u l a t i o n ,  s i x t e e n  m i l ­
l i o n s — c o n t a i n i n g  :
A sia M inor C hief T ow ns, Smyrna
S yria  (including P ales- ,, Aleppo, Dam ascus, Jaf-
tine, the ancient fa, Acre, Jerusalem ,
Judea) B eyroot
Countries on the E u - „ Bagdad, Erzeroum , D i-
phrates arbekir,O rfah, M osul
I I I .  A r a b i a — p o p u l a t i o n  t w e l v e  m i l l i o n s — c o n ­
t a i n i n g  :
C hief T ow ns,Hedjaz
Sinai R egion
E l H assa
N edjed
O m an
Hadram aut
Y em en
Jeb el Shom er
»>
» >
^ Iecca. M edina, Jidda
Tor, Akaba
K ow eit
Kiad, D eray eh
M uscat
M akallah
Sana, A loch a; A den  
(subject to E n gland ). 
H ail
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IV . P e r s ia —population, 
Chief Towns,
five millions—con-
-popula-
taming- :
Azerbijan C hief  Tabriz
G hilan „ Reshd
jMazanderan ,, Saree
K horassan ISIushcd
Irak-A jem i ,, T eherax , Ispahan
K husistan ,, Shuster
Farz ,, Shiraz, Bushire
Laristan Lar
L uristan ,, Khorraraabad
K erm an ,, Gombroon
Seistan  „ Sekuha
V. A f g h a x i s t a x  and B e l o o c h i s t a x -  
tion, seven millions—containing :
H erat C h ief Tow ns, H erat
Cabul „ Cabul, G hizni
Candahar ,, Candahar
Beloochistan „ K elat
VI.  T u r k e s t a n -  
containing :
Eastern Turkestan, Chief T ow ns, K ashgar, Yarkand, 
(belonging to China) K hotan  
W estern Turkestan, com prising—
1. R ussian Turkestan
2. K hiva  „ K hiva
3. Bokhara ,, Bokhara
N ote.— K hiva is nom inally indepondentbut is v irtually  a 
dependency of Russia. K hokan has been annexed by Russia. 
Samarcand to the eastward o f Bokhara is w ith in  Russian  
territory.
V II. C h i n e s e  E m p i r e —population upwards of 
three hundred and sixty millions, comprising—
1. China C hief T ow ns, P ekix, N an kin , Shanghai,
Canton
2. T ibet ,, Lassa
3. M ongolia
4. M anchooria ,, INIoukden
5. Corea ,, K ing-k i-tao
■population, seven millions-
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V m .  T h e  E a s t e r n  o r  I n d o - C h i n e s e  P e n i n s u l a  
( I n d i a  b e y o n d  t h e  G a n g e s ) —population about 
thirty-seven millions, containing—
1. Burman Empire—Chief Towns, Mandelay, Amarapoora*
2. Siam— „ Bangkok [Ava.
3. Anam, or Cochin-
China— ,, Hue
4. Cambodia— ,, Oodong, Kampot
French Cochin-China ,, Saigon
) forming British 
I Burmah.
0 .
6. British Provinces—(1) Aracan
(2) Pegu
(3) Tenasserim
(4) Penang 
(o) Malacca 
(6) Singapore
7. Malaya—occupied by various Petty States.
IX . H i n d o s t a n , o r  I n d i a —population, 
hundred and fifty millions, comprises—
or, the Straits 
Settlements.
two
T he B ritish  possessions, con sistin g  o f—
1. B engal C h ief T ow n C alcutta
2. N orth-w est Pro- ) ,, A llahabad
vinces and Oude ( Lucknow
3. Punjaub ,, Lahore
4. Central P rovinces „ N agpore
5. B ritish  Burm ah „ R angoon
6. A ssam  ,, Go what ty
7. B om bay ,, Bom bay
8. Madras ,, i\Iadras
T h e N ative  States, consisting of—
1. States, subject to Britain, but governed by
various Rajahs. T he ch ief are, Rajpootana, 
Central India, H yderabad, and M ysore
2. Independent States. T he ch ief are, Nepaul and
Bhotan
F oreign  possessions.— T h ese  are : (1) Pondicherry,
M ahe, and Chandernagore, belon gin g  to the  
French (2) Goa, Dam aun, and D iu, belongin g  
to P ortugal
101
X .  T i i e  E m p i r e  o f  J a p a n — p o p u l a t i o n  u p w a r d s  
o f  t h i r t y - f o u r  m i l l i o n s — t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i s l a n d s  a r e  :
1. X iphon . C h ief Tow ns, T okio, form erly called J eddo—
population, l,0u 0 ,000;  
lyieako, and Yokohama.
2. K iusiu . ,, ,, N agasak i.
3 . Jesso . „ „ M atsmai, H akodadi.
4. Sikokf. ,, „ Tosa.
Asi.^Tic R ussia, T urkestan or I ndependent T.\rtary, 
and C hinese or E astern T aktary, are chiefly occupied b y  
w andering tribes o f shepherds or hunters, v iz., the K al­
m ucks, K irghis, U sbecks, M oguls, M anchoos, &c., whoso 
w arlike and predatory habits in past ages rendered them  
the conquerors o f Europe and Asia. From  these vast 
plains, called  the steppes, came the p' cient Scythians, 
H uns, Seljuks, and Ottoman T urks and T artars (under 
G h en gis K han and Tam erlane) T he Russian G overnm ent 
sends its crim inals to Siberia. C irc-vssia is celebrated for 
the beauty o f its  wom en.
T urkey in A sia, naturally  a m ost fertile country, is now  
for the m ost part desolate, ow ing to the tyran ny and in se­
curity  o f the T urkish G overnm ent, adm inistered by the  
various Pashas. Judea, Syria, Phcenicia, Assyria, B ab y lo ­
nia, w ith Pontus, Cappadocia, Syria, Pergam us, Troy, &c., 
so celebrated in ancient h istory , are now provinces o f 
T u rk ey  in Asia. T he ruins o f Baalbeck, Palm yra, Petra, 
N ineveh , and Babylon, w ith  the rem ains of the Greek  
C ities of A sia  l\Iinor are proofs o f ancient splendour and  
prosperity. Arabia is for the m ost part desert, but the  
southern part is fertile. I t  is chiefly occupied by w ander­
in g  Arab tribes, who are also found in the southern 
provinces o f A siatic T urkey. Mecca, the birth-place of 
M oham m ed, is the sacred city  of the M ohammedans, to which  
pilgrim ages are regu larly  made, at least once in the life ­
tim e of each true M ohammedan. Persia and A fghan istan  
are alm ost deserts, and are occupied by w andering tribes  
o f Arabs, Turcom ans, Afghans, Beloochees, &c., &c. T he  
ruins of the ancient Persepolis are y e t ex istin g , and are 
visited  by travellers.
China and J apan are remarkable for their civilization 
and the manufacturing and agricultural industry of their
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populations, and for the jealous restrictive spirit o f their  
G overnm ents. T he Chinese were the inventors o f printing, 
and also o f gunpowder, and were ages ago far advanced m  
the arts o f civilized life. F orm erly, intercourse w ith  C hina  
was only  perm itted at the port o f'C an ton , but in 1842 the  
ports ot Canton, A m oy, Shanghai, F uh-chow , and X in gp o , 
were, and more recently nine other ports have been, opened  
to foreign trade. China is intersected by canals and roads, 
its great w all, 1500 m iles long, was built to protect its 
northern provinces from the Tartars, who are now  the  
Sovereigns ot China. In Japan the D utch  alone were  
perm itted to trade at N agasaki, but o f late years the r igh t  
of trading at various ports has been granted to E n glan d , 
France, the U n ited  States o f Am erica, and other countries. 
T ibet is a vast table-land in  the heart o f A sia, celebrated as 
the residence o f the Grand Lama, who is supposed to be 
im m ortal and who is worshipped as a deity  by a largo  
num ber o f Tartar tribes.
I ndi.\ was the seat o f the famous M ogul Em pire, but is 
now  subject to B ritish  rule. I t  contains a great variety  
o f population, and num erous large and populous cities.
T here is considerable trade betw een G reat B ritain  and  
India , and China. C hina sends ch ielly  tea and silks to 
E ngland . Ind iasen ds cotton, tea, indigo,sugar, rice; C eylon, 
codec, and cinnam on. T he D utch  possess parts o f Sum atra, 
Borneo, Celebes, w ith  Java  and the M oluccas or Spice  
I s la n d s ; their ch ief town is Batavia, in the island of  
Java, and their exports from these possessions, are coffee, 
sugar, and spices. T he Philipp ine Islands belong to 
Spain ; M anilla is the ch ief tow n ; the principal exports are 
sugar and cigars. Labuan (an  island near B o rn eo ); Sarawak  
in  Borneo ; Singapore and P enang  (M alacca); H ong K ong  
(China), are the ch ief depots o f British trade.
AFRICA-
General View :
B o u n d a r i e s .— N . ,  the IMediterranean ; W . ,  the 
A tlantic Ocean; S., the Southern Ocean ; and E ., 
the Ind ian  Ocean and theEed Sea.
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E x t e x t .— The length of Africa from the M edi­
terranean to the Cape of Good Hope is 5,000 
miles, and its breadth, from Cape Verde to Cape 
Guardafui, 4,500 miles.
P rin c ipa l  Diumo7is of A frica  with thrir Chief Toiois. 
Divisions.j J^opulation.\ Chief Towns. iPopidation,
1. N orthern Africa . .  12,o00,000j]\Iorocco
2. N orth-E astern  A frica 10.000,000 Grand Cairo
3. Eastern Africa . .  15 ,000 ,000'M ozambique
4. Southern A frica . .  1 ,500,OOOjCape Tow n
5. W estern A frica . .  25,000,000 St. Salvador
6. Central A frica . .  60,000,000'T im buctoo
60,000
300.000  
10,000 
28.000  
40,000
100.000
The total area of Africa is estimated at 12 million square 
miles. The population is variously stated from 100 to 200 
millions.
I s l a n d s .—The Lladeiras, Canaries, Cape Verde 
Islands, Fernando Po, St. Thomas, St. M atthew’s, 
Ascension, and St. H elena, in the A tlan tic ; 
M adagascar, Bourbon, M auritius, Comoro Isles, 
and Socotra, in the Ind ian  Ocean.
I s t h m u s .— Suez, about 60 miles broad, con­
necting Africa w ith Asia, and separating the 
M editerranean from the Red Sea.
C a p e s .—Cape Bon and Cape Spartel, on the 
n o r th ; Capes Blanco and Verde, on the w e s t; Cape 
of Good Ilope,"^ on the south ; and Cape Guardafui, 
on the east.
M o u n t a in s .— M ount Atlas, in the west of 
B a rb a ry ; the IMountains of Kong, in the south of 
N igritia  ;| the Camaroons, opposite Fernando Po ;
* The Cape o f  Good Hope was discovered by the Portuguese in 1103 
and received its name from tlie liopc tlicy entertained of finding Ijcyond 
it a passa;;e to India, which hope was realized by their doubling the 
Cape in 1497, and arriving at Calicut.
t A 'ign tia  is so called from the river Niger, which flows through it. 
The Arabs called it Souda)i, a word of similar import to the European 
term 2\eg7'o land, which signifies the Country of the Blacks
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the M ountains of Abyssinia, on the eastern side of 
A frica; the ^Mountains of L upata, west of Sofala; 
the Nieiiveldt M ountains, in Cape Colony ; and the 
P eak  of Teneriffe, in the Canaries
L a k e s .—Lake Tchad, in N igritia  ; Lake Dem- 
bea, in A byssin ia ; Victoria Nyanza and A lbert 
Nyanza, lying along the eq u a to r; and Tanjanyika, 
Shirwa, and Nyassa, south of the equator.
G u l f s  a n d  B a y s .— The G ulf of Sidra, and the 
Gulf of Cabes, on the north ; the Gulf of Guinea, 
on the w es t; Table and Algoa Bays, on the south; 
Delagoa and Sofala Bays on the east.
S t k a it s , &c.— The S trait of G ibraltar, on the 
n o r th ; the S trait of Babelm andeb, and the 
Channel of ^Mozambique, on the east.
E iy e r s .— The N ile flowing through Central 
Africa, N ubia, and E g y p t: the Senegal, Gambia, 
and Bio Grande, in S enegam bia; the N iger, in 
N ig r i t ia ; the Congo, or Zaire, in C ongo; the 
Orange, or Gareep {great river), in tlie country of 
the H ottentots ; and the Zambezi, in Sofala.
Natural Features, — Im m ense deserts o f sand, great 
ranges o f m ountains, and forests o f vast extent, are the  
characteristic features o f Africa. A s more than three  
fourths o f A frica are in the torrid zone, the climate is, in  
general, excessively  hot.
Soil and Productions.— T he soil, where there is sufficient 
m oisture, is very fertile, and vegetation  luxuriant. T he  
ch ief productions are palm oils, dye-woods, drugs, indigo, 
gum s, grapes, figs, rice, and wheat. G old is the principal 
mineral. Africa is lem arkahlc both for th e  num ber and  
ferocity o f its wild animals. T h e ch ief manufactures are silk , 
cotton, and leather.
Religion.— T he Christian religion, once so flourishing in  
Africa is now hut ju st recovering som ething of its ancient 
splendour. Christians, though num erous, constitute hut a
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small minority of the entire population, the great mass 
being involved in Paganism, or in the superstitions of 
Mohammedanism.
The Governmetits of Africa are in general despotic. 
In h a b ita n ts ,  —The Coptic races, the inhabitants of 
ancient Egypt, now the degraded Fellahs, or cultivators of 
modern Egy])t. The N egro races found in Nubia and all 
Central and Western Africa—a race unhappily degraded by 
and associated with the idea of slavery, but yet susceptible 
of no small degree both of moral and intellectual culture. 
The INIixed A kap. axd N egro raees, found from Abyssinia 
to the eastern border of the Cape Colony, and also in Congo, 
Angola, &c., including the Kaffir and Bechuana tribes, 
probably from aliinity of language, a kindred race to the 
inhabitants of Ancient Egypt. The H ottentot races, 
including the Korrannas, Namacquas, Bushmen, &c., 
originally inhabiting the Cape Colony, whose peculiar 
language and physiognomy point to their derivation from 
IMongolian ancestors ; probably some IMongolian Tartars 
were at a remote period, cast upon the shores of Africa 
while voyaging in the Arabian vessels from India. The 
B erbers o r  K abyles — probably the descendants of the 
ancient Numidians. Carthaginians, &c., chiefly dwelling 
near Mount Atlas. The Moors, who are the descendants 
of the Mohammedan Arabs, who conquered the North of 
Africa in the 7th century, and who constitute the principal 
population of IMorocco, Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli. IMany 
A rab tribes are also found in Egypt, Barbary, &c. Arabic 
is chiefly spoken in North Africa. In Abyssinia, the lan­
guages of the Tigre and Amharra are dialects of the ancient 
Ethiopic, which is allied to Hebrew and Arabic.
D IV ISIO N S OF A FEICA .
Africa comprises the following countries : —
1. B a r b a r y —population fourteen millions— 
consisting o f —
1. JMorocco Chief Towns, Morocco, Fez, Mequirez,
Mogadore, and Tangier
2. Algeria ,, Algiers, Constantine and Oran
3 . Tunis ,, d'unis, and Cairwan
4.’ Tripoli ,, Tripoli.
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Morocco is under its own Emperor. Algeria and Tunis 
are subject to France ; the Ruler of Tripoli bears the title of 
Pasha. Tripoli is nominally subject to Turkey. These 
states were lormerly notorious for their piracies, Irom which 
they are now compelled to refrain by the superior power of 
England, America, France, &c. Carthage, the ancient rival 
of Rome, was situated near the present Tunis. Ruins of 
ancient wealth and magnificence abound in North Africa.
I I .  E g y p t . —Chief Towns, Cairo, A lexandria, 
Suez, D am ietta. Population, 5 millions.
This country consists of one rich valley and delta 
watered by the Nile, and is remarkable tor its fertility 
and for its remains of antiquity viz., the Pyramids, the 
ruins of Thebes, Denderah, etc., &c. Rain falls but seldom, 
but the regular overflowing of the Nile supplies its want. 
Egypt produces large quantities of grain, flax, and cotton. 
It is the high road to India from Europe, and is governed 
by a Pasha, nominally tributary to the JSultan of Turkey, 
but in reality independent of him.
I I I .  N uwa, consisting of Dongola and Sennaar 
— Chief Towns, Khartoom , New Dongola, Sen­
naar. Population, ha lf a million.
This is a miserable country, chiefly desert, inhabited by 
barbarous tribes; interesting only on account of the remains 
of antiquity. It was the ancient E thiopia..
A b y s s i n i a .— Chief Towns, Gondar, D ebra- 
Tabor, M agdala, Massowah. Population, 5millions. 
This fertile country is nominally Christian, but has now 
degenerated into barbarism, owing to the invasion of the 
barbarous Galla tribes. Besides the Galla tribes it con­
tains several kingdoms, the principal of which are 
Amharra, Tigre, and Shoa.
V. E a s t e r n  A f r i c a , population, 15 millions, 
containing—
1. Suiimali or Adel Chief Towns, Berbera, Zcila
2. Ajan ,, Bad
3. Zanzibar ,, Zanzibar, Mombaz
4. Mozambique ,, Mozambique
5. Sofala ,, Sena, Sofala
( 1).
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W e know little of these countries, except that they are 
generally fertile, but very unhealthy for Europeans, 
Zanzibar was until recently under the Government of the 
Imaum of Muscat (in Arabia); but is now governed by a 
Sultan of Arab race. From Mozambique to Delagoa Bay 
the country on the coast (including the River Zambezi in 
the interior), is subject to the Portuguese. Gold, ivory, 
and slaves, are the principal articles of commerce.
V I. W e s t e r n  A f r i c a .— Population, 2 o  m illions 
containing—
1. Sahara or the G reat D esert
2. Senegam bia (watered by the Senegal, Gam ­
bia, and Rio Grande).
3. U pper Guinea, consisting of—
Isf'ciy"}
(2). Liberia, on Grain 
Coast, an Ameri­
can colony of 
free blacks
(3). Ivory Coast
(4). Gold Coast „ Cape Coast Castle
(5). A shantee ,, Coom assie
(6). D ahom ey „ A bom ey
(7). Yarriba „ Abbeokouta
(8). Bonin ,, Benin
(9). Old Calabar ,, Bonny
(10). Biafra „ Biafra.
4. Lower Guinea, consisting of—
(1). Loan go C hief T ow n, L oango
(2). Congo „ St. Salvador
(3). Angola „ St. Paul or Loanda
(4). Benguela „ Bengucla.
The great desert of Sahara is a vast plain of sand, loOO 
miles long and 800 broad, with here and there fertile spots 
(called Oases), as Fezzan, Agades, and Angilla. In Sene­
gambia the French have settled at Gorce, near Cape Verde 
and at St. Louis, on the Senegal, chiefly valuable for the 
gum trade; and the English at St. Mary’s on the Gambia.
Monrovia
108
Sierra Leone is an English colony of liberated slaves. 
Liberia, an American colony of tree blacks, is an indepen- 
pendent republic. The English, Dutch, and Portuguese 
possess also small settlements on the Coast of Lpper 
Guinea. Ash an tee, Dahomey, and Benin are powerful
Negro States, remarkable for the degradation and ferocity 
of their population and governments. Lower Guinea is 
subject to the Portuguese, and is little known beyond the 
sea coast. The whole of the W est Coast of Africa, from 
Senegambia to Benguela, is remarkably fertile, but unhealthy 
and has been for the last three centuries the principal seat 
of the slave trade with the West Indian Islands and A merica. 
Gold, ivory, and palm oil are the principal articles of com­
merce, besides slaves.
V II. C e n t h a l  A f r i c a , which forms perhaps the 
most improved and cultivated portion of Africa, 
containing, along the N iger and near Lake Tchad, 
a num ber of N ative States (some with N egro 
Governments, and others under Moorish rulers), 
of which we know little more than  the names. 
The population is estimated at about 60 millions.
The principal are Timbuctoo, Youri, Borgoo, Houssa 
Bournou, Begharmi, Darfur, Kordofan, &c., &c. The 
populations of these petty states are chiellv agricultural, 
but have a few simple manufactures, and seem to possess 
a taste for trade A very extensive internal slave trade is 
carried on with Egypt and Barbary.
V III . S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a  comprehends—
1. Cape Colony : population, 750,000. Chief Towns—Cape
Town, population, 28,000; Port Elizabeth, Graham's 
Town, King William’s Town.
2. Natal, Chief Towns, Peter Maritzburg, D ’Urban.
3. Orange Biver Free State. Chief Town, Bloem-fontein.
4. The Transvaal, annexed by the Ih itish in  1877,but since
restored to the Boers, who have re-established the 
republican form of government.
5. Zululand, governed by native chiefs, under the control
of a British R esident.
6. The Bechuana Country (beyond the Orange River).
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Cape Colony and N atal belong to Britain. Capo C olony  
is inhabited chiefly by Europeans o f British and D u tch  
extraction, and a num erous H otten tot and Caflre popula­
tion . Of the European population by far the largest 
num ber consists o f British settlers, who form the m ost 
enterprising and w ealthy class o f the population. N atal 
contains a large budy of D utch  and E n glish  settlers, and  
also a warlike trihe o f Kaffirs called Zulus. T he Bechuana  
country contains m any D utch farmers (or squatters) 
together w ith  num erous pastoral tribes o f Bechuanas, 
Korannas, Nam acquas, Dam aras, Basuto, M antatee, &c.. 
&c., m ost o f whom  profess to subm it to the Cape Colonial 
G overnm ent. T he Cape C olony produces wheat, w ine, 
fruit, wool, tallow , hides, diamonds, &c. In  N atal cotton  
is lik e ly  to become an im portant article o f commerce. T he  
population of Southern Africa, includ ing K aflir-land, 
the H ottentots, and the settlers in Capo Colony and N atal, 
cannot be less than one and a h a lf m illions.
AMERICA.
General View.
B o u n d a r i e s . —N., the N orthern Ocean; W ., the 
Pacific Ocean; S., the Southern Ocean; and E., 
the A tlantic Ocean.
E x t e n t . — The length of America, from north 
to south is 10,000 miles ; and its average breadth 
about 2,600 m iles; area, 15,600,000 square miles.
D i v i s i o n s .— This vast continent consists of two 
great portions called N orth and South America, 
which are connected by the Isthm us of Panam a, 
360 miles long, and in its narrowest part less than 
30 miles wide.
N O R T H  AMERICA,
B o u n d a r i e s .—N., the N orthern Ocean ; W ., the 
Pacific O cean; S., the Isthm us of Panam a and 
Gulf of Mexico ; and E., the Atlantic Ocean.
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E x t e x t . —The length of N orth America, from 
north to south is, 5,600 miles ; and its breadth  
from east to west, 3,000 miles ; area, 8,600,000, 
square miles.
Comparative FiVw of the Prificipal Divisiorie of yo r th  America.
Divisions.
1. British America
Extant in  I Popula- 
sq. miles, tion. Chie/To,ons.
25.000
147.000
230.000
09.000
3,600,000| 4,600,000 O ttaw a
2. U n ited  S ta te s  ' 3,827,000; 50,000,000 W ash ing ton
3. M exico 744,000 9,000,000 Mexico
4. C e n tra l A m erica i 186,000! 2,500,000 New G u atem a la
5. W est Ind ies I  95,000: 3,500,000 H av an n ah  I  200,000
I s l a n d s .—On the north are—Greenland, Cum­
berland Island, Southampton, [Coekburn, N orth  
Devon, and the P arry  Islands, Grinnell Land, 
Banks Land, Victoria Land, and several others, all 
of which are comprehended under the name of 
the Arctic Archipelago ; on the east are—New­
foundland, Anticosti, Prince Edw ard Island, Cape 
Breton Island, and the B erm udas; on the south­
east are—the W est Ind ian  Islands, the principal 
of which are Cuba, H ayti, and Ja m a ic a ; and on 
the west are—Vancouver's Island, and the Queen 
Charlotte Islands.
P e n i n s u l a s .—Labrador, Nova Scotia, Florida, 
and Y ucatan, on the east s id e ; and Lower 
California, and Alaska, on the west side.
C a p e s .—Cape Barrow, and Cape B athurst on 
the no rth ; Cape Farew ell in G reenland; Cape 
Charles in L ab rad o r; Cape Pace in Newfound­
land ; Cape Breton in Cape Breton Island ; Cape 
Sable in Nova S co tia ; Capes Cod and H atteras in 
the U nited States ; Cape Sable in F lo rid a ; and 
Cape Catoche in Y ucatan all on the east co ast; and 
Cape St. Lucas inLower California on the westcoast.
I l l
M o u n t a i n s .—The Eocky M ountains on the 
western side extending through almost the whole 
length of the C ontinent; the Alleghany M ountains 
on the eastern s id e ; and the Sierra Nevada in 
California. The average height of the Eochy 
M ountains is about 8,000 feet and tha t of the 
A lleghany M ountains about 2,500 feet above the 
level of the sea.
L a k e s . —Lakes Superior, Huron, M ichigan, 
Erie, and Ontario, lying between Canada and the 
U nited States are the largest fresh water lakes in 
the world. Other large lakes are—Great Bear 
Lake, G reat Slave Lake, Lake Athabasca, and 
Lake W innipeg, all in British Am erica; and 
Lake N icaragua in Central America.
G u l f s  a n d  B a y s . —Baffin’s Bay, north-west of 
Greenland ; H udson’s Bay, in British A m erica; 
G ulf of St. Lawrence, between Newfoundland and 
the C on tinen t; the Bay of Fundy between Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick ; the Gulf of Mexico, 
to the south of the U nited States ; the Caribbean 
Sea, to the east of Central America ; and the Gulf 
of California, to the west of Mexico.
E i v e r s . — The principal rivers of N orth  America 
are—the Mississippi, with its great tributary  the 
Missouri which joins it on the righ t bank, and 
the Ohio and Tennessee which join it on the left 
bank—length about 4,000 m iles; the St. Lawrence 
flowing into the Gulf of St. Lawrence ; the Hudson, 
Delaware, Susquehanna, Potomac, Eoanoko, and 
others, flowing into the Atlantic Ocean ; the Eio 
del Norte, into the G ulf of Mexico ; the Colorado, 
into the Gulf of California; the Sacramento and
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Columbia, into the Pacific O cean; and the Mac­
kenzie, Coppermine, and G reat F ish  River, into 
the Arctic Ocean.
S t r a it s . —Davis Strait, between Greenland and 
Baffin L a n d ; Lancaster Sound, Barrow Strait, 
Melville Sound, Banks Strait, and Behring S trait 
(which last is between the north-w estern coast of 
America and the north-eastern coast of Asia.) 
These straits form the communication between the 
A tlantic and Pacific Oceans which is known as the 
“ NORTH-WEST PASSAGE. ” This passago is, however, 
too much blocked up by ice, to be of any use for 
the purposes of navigation. Other straits a re— 
H udson Strait, north  of L a b rad o r; the S trait of 
Belle-isle (de)^ between Newfoundland and 
L a b ra d o r; and the S trait of F lorida between 
F lorida and the islands known as the Bahamas.
F ace of t h e  C o u n t r y .—The northern portion of 
this vast continent consists of extensive swamps 
and flats covered with lakes and forests and in ter­
sected by num erous streams, few of which are 
navigable. The vast fresh w ater lakes between 
Canada and the United States, and the large rivers 
of St. Lawrence, Mississippi, IMissouri, &c., are also 
characteristic of this portion of the globe. A range 
of m ountains runs parallel with the Pacific Ocean, 
and separates the west coast from the extensive 
arid plains which extend from the Mississippi 
westward. The southern part of the territory of 
the U nited States, west of the ^lississippi, consists 
mainly of rich flat meadows called prairies. 
Mexico and Guatem ala form a vast table-land 
rising gradually fi’om the sea, which washes its 
eastern and western borders.
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C l i m a t e , S o i l , &c.—The Canadas and British 
Colonies generally, with the United States, Mexico, 
(See., are rem arkable for their fertility, producing 
everything requisite for comfort and luxury usually 
found in tem perate and tropical climates. The 
climate of the eastern countries is characterized by 
extremes and rapid transitions, and is much colder 
than the climate of Europe in the same latitude. 
On the north-west coast between the sea and the 
Eocky M ountains, the climate is milder than even 
similar latitudes in Europe or Asia.
P o p u l a t i o n . — About 6 8  millions, three fourths 
of whom are of European origin.
JRaces.—The principal races are the B kitisii found in 
British America : also in the United States, many of which 
were formerly British Colonies. The F bexch, found princi­
pally in Lower Canada. The Spanish , found in Mexico 
and Guatemala. The N egro races, imported originally 
from Africa, found principally in the Southern provinces of 
the United States ; also in the W est Indian Islands in a 
state of slavery (except in the British West Indies, where 
they are free). The I ndian tribes found in the western 
and central portions of North America (these arc gradually 
decreasing), existing as hunters; also in Mexico, &c% 
where they are agriculturists, and form a largo proportion 
of the population. The E squimaux and G reenlanders 
inhabiting the extreme north, in Labrador, Greenland &c., 
resembling in their habits certain Asiatic tribes of which 
they are descendants. The Creoles are the descendants of 
the Spanish and French Colonists. Many Germans, Dutch, 
Swedes, &c., are also found in North America. From recent 
discoveries it is highly probable that America was known to 
the Egyptians and Fhoenicians, and was anciently the seat 
of some powerful and civilized people previous to its occupa­
tion by the Indian tribes, who are probably of Tartar 
origin.
l U
D m S IO N S  OF N O R TH  AM ERICA.
I. D a n i s h  A m e r i c a  : G r e e n l a n d , a barren icy 
country, in which are a few settlements. The 
shores of Greenland and Davis S trait are famous 
for their whale fisheries.
I I .  B r i t i s h  A m e r i c a , population, four and a 
half millions, consisting of—
]. The Dominion of Canada, including—
Ontario (or Upper Canada)—Chief Towns, Ottawa,
Toronto, and 
Kingston.
Quebec (or Lower Canada)— ,, Quebec and
Montreal.
New Brunswick ,, St. John.
Nova Scotia and Cape ) „ Halifax
Breton Island j ,, Sydney
Prince Edward Island ,, Charlotte Town
British Columbia and 1 ,. New Westminster
Vancouver Island /  „ Victoria
North-west Territory
2. Newfoundland ,, St. John’s
These colonies are chiefly valuable for their timber and 
fisheries, and as settlements for immigrants, chiefly of the 
poorer classes of society, from Great Britain and Ireland. 
Extensive lines of railway now connect Canada with New  
Brunswick and Nova Scotia.
I I I .  The U n i t e d  S t a t e s  of America consist of
38 independent States confederated together for
m utual protection and defence, besides nine large
territories not yet sufficiently populous to be
adm itted into the Union. Population— 50,000,000.
S ix  N orth -E astern  or N ew  E n g la n d  S ta te s . — Maine, New  
Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, lihode Island, 
and Connecticut. Chief Towns— Boston—population, 
363,000; Lowell, Providence, New Haven, and 
Portland.
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F ive M iddle S ta tes.—Xew York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, with the District of Columbia, 
which has been set apart for the use of the Federal 
Government. Chief Towns—New York—population^ 
nearly 2,000,000 ; Philadelphia—population, 847,0 X); 
Albany, buffalo, Newark, Jersey City, Pittsburg, 
Baltimore, and 'Washington. Washington is the 
capital of the Union.
S ix  Southern  S ta tes.—Virginia, Western Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia and Florida. Chief 
Towns—Richmond, Charlestown, and Savannah.
Ten N o rth  W estern S ta tes.—Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, 
Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, Kansas, 
Nebraska, and Colorado. Chief Towns—Cincinatti— 
population, 256,000 ; Chicago—population, 503,000 ; 
Cleveland, Detroit, and Milwaukie.
E ig h t South-W estern S tates—Kentucky, Tennessee, Ala­
bama, Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansas, Louisiana, 
and Texas. Chief Towns—St. Louis,—population, 
350,000 ; New Orleans—population, 210,000 ; Louis­
ville, Memphis, and Mobile.
T hree Facific S ta te s .—California, Oregon and Nevada, 
Chief Towns—San Francisco—population, 234,000 ; 
Sacramento and Virginia City.
Territories not yet admitted to the U nion:—Dacotah, 
New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, Wyoming, Montano, Idaho, 
Washington, and Alaska (formerly Russian America).
The inhabitants of the United States are brave, indus­
trious and enlightened, and are likely to become the most 
powerful and influential people in the world. About four 
millions of free Negroes are employed in the cultivation 
of cotton, rice, and sugar. Great attention is paid to 
education, and the Government is the most democratic 
in the world, the President of the Union being chosen 
every four years by universal suffrage. Each State has 
its separate legislature and Governor, Courts of Justice, 
& c, and there is a Congress (consisting of a House of 
Representatives and a Senate) for the whole Union, 
There is no established Religion ; each sect maintains its 
own Minister, being entirely disconnected from the State.
IIG
On the outbreak of the civil war— 1S61-65—-the military 
and naval power of the United States was wonderfully in­
creased, their army and navy being amongst the largest in 
the world. Since its conclusion, however, the army has 
been gradually reduced, and the present standing force is 
only about 25,000 men. Their merchant ships are found in 
every part of the globe, and almost monopolize the whale 
fisheries of the Pacific ; their manufactures in Xew England 
and in Pennsylvania bid fair to rival and even excel those 
of Great Britain; the natural advantages of their territory 
are unequalled ; a fertile soil, happy climate, navigable 
rivers, an inexhaustible supply of coal, copper, iron, and 
even the precious metals, leave nothing wanting for the 
welfare of any community. Numerous canals and railroads 
give additional facility to transit Cotton, grain, flour, and 
provisions are the chief raw exports of the United States. 
They also export the produce of their manufactories to a 
large extent.
IV . The Eepublic of Mexico has been recently 
divided in 50 departm ents, named in most cases 
after the towns which they include. Population,
9,000,000, one half of whom are In d ian s; the 
rem ainder consists of the descendants of the 
Spaniards, and the Mestizos, or Mixed Races.
C h i e f  T o w n s . —Mexico—population, 230,0 0 0  
Vera Cruz (the principal port), Puebla, Durango, 
Acapulco, Tampico, &c.
V. C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a  consists of five indepen­
dent states and one British colony, as follows :—  
Guatemala, San Salvador, H onduras, N icaragua 
(including the Mosquito coast), Costa Rica, and 
British H onduras. Population, 2,500,000. Chief 
Towns—New Guatemala, San Salvador, Leon, 
Granada, and Nicaragua.
VI. The W e s t  I n d i a n  I s l a n d s  are situated in 
the A tlantic Ocean between the Gulf of Mexico 
and the N orthern coast of South America, and are
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nearly one thousand in number. Population, 
three and a-half millions. The principal are Cuba 
and P ort Pico belonging to Spain, Jam aica to 
England and H ayti which is divided into two 
independent republics.
Mexico and Guatemala possess every variety of climate 
according to their elevation above the level of the sea ; they 
abound in mineral riches, especially silver and copper, 
and would produce every necessary and luxury, but the 
inhabitants are not industrious, and the continual civil wars 
destroy all security, and thus prevent the increase of agri­
culture and trade. A large portion of the population is yet 
Indian, the descendants of the ancient Mexiams conquered 
by the Spaniards in the 16th century.
The magnificent remains of ancient cities, and recent 
discoveries of caves containing mummies, &c., seem to 
intimate the existence of a powerful, wealthy, and civilized 
people, probably connected at a remote period—long before 
the Christian era—with India, Egypt, and Phoenicia,
T he British provinces of Honduras (ch ief tow n B elize) is  
on the E astern Coast, and is chielly  valuable for the trade  
in  m ahogany wood, used for the m anufacture of furniture ; 
and logw ood, used for dyeing  purposes.
The religion professed in North America is chiefly 
Christian ; most of the native Indians yet remain Pagans.
The Catholic religion is the established one in Mexico 
and Guatemala ; also in Lower Canada. Many Catholics 
are also found in the United States, especially in Louisiana. 
Presbyierians, Brotestant Episcopalians, Baptists, Congrc- 
galionalists, and W esleyan Methodists, are the principal 
religious bodies of the United states. The Greenlanders 
have long been converted to Christianity by the Danish 
missionaries. Many Christian missions are established 
among the Indian tribes; also among the black population 
of the W est Indies, most of whom are now professedly 
Christian. Cuba, Porto liico, Hayti, and Martinique, are 
Catholic ; the rest of the West Indies arc chiefly Protestant.
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SOUTH AMERICA.
BOUNDARIES.—North, the Caribbean Sea and the 
Isthm us of Darien; W est, the Pacific Ocean; South, 
the Southern Ocean ; and East, the Atlantic Ocean.
E x t e n t .— The length of South America, from 
north to south, is 4,600 miles; and its breadth, 
from east to west, 3,160 miles.
Comparative view of the principal divis:io)is o f  South America.
Divisions.
1. Brazil ♦
2. Guiana
3. Venezuela
4. Colombia
5. Eucador
6. Peru
7. Boliviaf
8. Chili
9. La Plata
10. Paraguay
11. Uruguay
12. Patagonia
Extent 
sq: miles:
Popula'
t i0 7 l . Chief Towns.
3,000,000
142.000
427.000
522.000
285.000
500.000
473.000
170.000
726.000
57.000
71.000
12,000,000 Rio Janeiro 
400, OOOjGeorgetown 
1,500,0001 Caracas
  _ _ 380,000
I s l a n d s — Tierra del 
Falkland Islands, 
Fernandez, west of
2.750.000 
],000,000
3.000.000
2.000.000
2,000,000
2.500.000
250.000
488.000
120.000
Bogota 
Quito 
Lima 
Sucre 
Santiago 
Buenos Ayres 
Assumption 
Monte Video
'.Popula­
tion^
'300,000
36.000
50.000
43.000
80.000 
|150,000
24.000 
180,000 
180,000
15.000 
105,000
Fuego,:|: south, and the 
east of P a tag o n ia ; Juan  
Chili; and the Galapagos, 
west of Colombia.
I s t h m u s .—The Isthm us of Panam a or Darien, 
about thirty miles broad in the narrowest part.
C a p e s .—Cape St. Koque {rohe)  ^in theeast of B razil; 
and Cape Horn, in the south of Tierra del Fuego.
* Biy/.il is supposed to have derived its name from the abundance of 
Brazil wood found there. The extent of Brazil may be conceived from 
the fact that it is fifteen times as large as the republic of France.
t Bolivia. The republic of Upper Peru is now called Bolivia in 
honour of Bolivar, who effected its independence. He died in 1830.
t Tierra del Fuego signifies land of fire, and is so called from the 
number of volcanoes observed in it by the first navigators who 
explored its coast. The Andes  derive their name from the Peruvian 
word anti,  signifying copi)cr
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M o u n t a in s .—The Andes, extending along the 
whole western coast.
L a k e s .—Lakes Maracaibo, in C olom bia; and 
Lake Titicaca, in Peru.
G ulfs a n d  B a y s .— The Gulf of Darien, to the 
north of C olom bia; the Gulf of ^laracaibo, to the 
north of Venezuela ; the Bay of Para, to the north, 
and the Bay of A ll Saints to the east of B raz il; 
the G ulf of Guayaquil, to the west of E cu ad o r; 
and the Bay of Panam a, west of Colombia.
S t r a it s .—The S trait of Magellan, between 
Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego ; and the S trait 
of Le Maire, between Tierra del Fuego and Staten 
Island.
R iv e r s .— The M agdalena, in Colombia; the 
Orinoco, in Venezuela; the Essequibo, in G uiana; 
the Amazon, with its numerous tributaries, and the 
Francisco, in B raz il; and the Rio de L a P lata , in 
L a Plata.
F ace of t h e  C o u n t r y .— A vast chain of moun­
tains (the Andes) runs from north to south along 
the coast of the Pacific; from these flow across the 
vast extensive plains of the interior, the m ighty 
rivers Orinoco, Amazon, La P lata, &c., which, 
although now comparatively useless to civilized 
man, will eventually be the high roads of commerce 
and civilisation to powerful communities. The 
southern plains of South America, commonly called 
the PampaSy are covered with long grass, and are
* La P la ta  received its name from Sebastian Cabot, an English 
navigator, who, having visited this region in 1536, and obtained a 
great quantity of silver from tbe natives, concluded there were rich 
mines of silver in the neighbourhood (though in fact they had 
brought it from Peru) ; he, therefore, called the place L a  P la ta ,  and 
the river ho had sailed up Rio dc L a  P la ta ,  or River of Silver.
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entirely free from forests ; on these plains millions 
of wild cattle and horses range, which are hunted 
down for their hides and tallow. The northern 
plains in Venezuela are called Llanos.
C lim ate  a n d  iSoiL.—Every variety of climate is 
found in South America. The north and eastern 
portions of the continent have tropical climates, 
and heavy rains. The western provinces, between 
the Andes and the Pacific, have but little rain, 
heavy dews supplying that want. The soil is gene­
rally fertile, and its mineral treasures abundant.
P o p u l a t i o n . — Nearly 3 0  millions, composed 
almost entirely of Spanish descent, mixed up with 
the Indian races, with the exception of B r a z i l , 
which was colonised by the Portuguese. There are 
also a few English, Dutch, and French, in Guiana 
—besides a large number of Indians and Negroes, 
the latter principally in Guiana and Brazil. There 
are also Mulattos and other mixed races.
D IV ISIO N S OF SOUTH AMERICA.
I. T h e  E m p i r e  o f  B r v^ z il .— The northern and 
western portions of this vast country consist of 
immense plains, watered by the rivers Amazon, 
Parana, and their tributaries. The eastern district 
is traversed from north to south by parallel 
mountain ranges of great height. Vegetation is 
extremely luxuriant. Immense forests lie along 
the banks of the Amazon. Diamonds and other 
precious stones are found in great abundance; 
gold, silver, and copper, are also found. Brazil 
possesses some very good harbours, tha t of Rio 
Janeiro being one of the finest in the world—
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population, 12 millions. Chief towns—Bio 
J a n e i r o ,  population, 300,000; Bahia, Pernambuco, 
&c.
I I .  G u i a n a  is divided into F r e n c h  G u i a n a  or 
C a y e n n e , belonging to France, and now a place 
of banishm ent for political offenders—population,
32.000. Chief Town—Cayenne, population, 5,000. 
D u t c h  G u h v n a , or S u r i n a m — population, 7 0 , 0 0 0 ;
capital, Param aribo—population, 20,000.
B r i t i s h  G u i a n a —population, 250,000 ; capital, 
Georgetown—population, 36,000.
I I I .  VenezueluV consists of vast grassy plains 
(called Savannahs or Llanos), and tracts of forests 
of surprising richness. The chief productions are 
—sugar, cocoa, tobacco, indigo, cochineal, and 
Jesu it’s b ark— population, 1,500,000. Chief 
Towns—Caracas, Cumana, and Barcelona.
IV . C o l o m b i a  or. N e w  G r e n a d a , comprises the 
mountainous region of the Andes, the plain along 
their western base, and the valley of the M agdalena 
Biver. The productions are similar to those ot 
Venezuela; population, 2,750,000. Chief Town— 
Santa Fe de Bogota, population, 43,000.
V. E c u a d o r  consists of the mountainous region 
of the Andes, with the adjoining plains. The 
productions are cocoa, coffee, tobacco, Jesuit's 
bark, &c. ; population, 1 milliou. Chief Town— 
Quito—situated nearly under the line of the 
equator— the highest city in the world, population,
80.000.
V I. P e r u . —P eru  is a largo country, embracing 
three distinct regions,—the m ounta ins; the 
narrow plains between the Andes and the ocean ; 
and the great plains which stretch from the Andes
122
into the interior, and are watered by the Amazon. 
The Andes, the highest mountains in South 
America, traverse the whole country along the 
western coast. Peru  is celebrated for its mines. 
Population, 3 millions. Chief Towns—Lima, the 
capital—population, 150,000; Cuzco, Pasco, and 
Callao, the port of Lima.
V II. B o l i v i a .—This country presents every 
variety of climate and so il; the higher ridges of 
the Andes are extremely cold and barren, while 
the country to the east of these mountains consists 
of extensive and fertile plains, watered by the 
tributaries of the rivers Amazon and Parana. 
The natural productions and industrial pursuits 
are similar to those of Peru. The silver mines of 
Potosi were formerly the most productive in the 
world. Population, two millions. Chief Town— 
Sucre—population, 24,000.
V III . CniLi.—This country enjoys a large trade. 
Agricultural and mining pursuits are extensively 
carried on. The inhabitants are remarkable for 
their active intelligence as compared with those 
of the other States in South America. E arth ­
quakes are very  frequent. The climate is mild 
and healthy; the northern parts are remarkable 
for the absence of rain. Population, two millions. 
Chief Towns—Santiago, population, 180,000 ; 
Valparaiso, population, 97,000.
IX . L a P l a t a  or the A b g e n t in e  C o n f e d e r a ­
t io n .—The greater part of this country forms two 
vast plains—the Pampas, a treeless level, in the 
so u th ; and in the north, an extensive and fertile 
tract of grassy plains, called the Gran Chaco. The 
interior of this country consists of a desert tract,
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known as Las Salinas ; the rivers in this part have 
no outlet, being lost in the salt marshes. The 
Pam pas afford pasturage for vast herds of cattle 
and horses. M anufactures are few, and commerce 
is limited ; La P la ta  exports large quantities of 
cattle, tallow, and hides. Population, millions.
Chief Town—Buenos Ayres— population, 1 8 0 ,0 0 0 .
X. pARAGUA'i—This country was formerly con­
nected with the Argentine Republic, but refused to 
acknowledge the authority of the central govern­
m ent ; it is now an independent state—population,
250.000.
X I. U r u g u a y , or B a n d a  O r ie n t a l — This State 
has a compact territory, and was formerly one of 
the States of the Argentine Republic—population,
438.000. Chief Town—Montevideo, 105.000.
X II . P a t a g o n ia — A cold barren, moist country. 
The inhabitants are for the most part in a savage 
state, leading a wild wandering life. The Argen­
tine Republic claims sovereignty over the whole of 
Patagonia, w ith the exception of the western coast 
which is claimed by Chili.
Note 1.—Ecuador, Bolivia, Peru, and Chili, are celebrated 
for their mineral riches of gold, silver, and copper. Brazil 
is remarkable for its diamond mines, and for its sugar and 
coffee. Now Granada and Venezuela are also rich in 
minerals, and export sugar, coffee, cocoa, &c. The European 
colonies in Guiana produce and export the usual products of 
the West Indies—sugar, rum, and coffee.
Note 2.—Until lately, most of the South American re­
publics were continually distracted by civil wars ; though 
nominally free, most of them were really military govern­
ments, in which some one individual was Dictator for a 
brief period, until deposed by some new adventurer. 
Brazil is governed by an Emperor, of the Royal family of 
Portugal. Slavery exists in Brazil, but is being gradually
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abolished, the children of all the slaves bom since 1871 are 
considered to be free, but have to servo an apprenticeship of 
21 years.
Religion.—The Catholic religion is universal in South 
America, with the exception of English and Dutch Guiana, 
which are Protestant. Many of the Indian tribes are yet 
pagans. In the 17th century, the Jesuit Missions in 
Paraguay converted a large number of Indian tribes, but 
these were sacrificed to the jealousy of the Spanish and Portu­
guese Governments.
PROBLEM S ON MAPS.
PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.
L atitude on maps is expressed by figures on their sides. 
If the figures increase upwards, the latitude is north; if 
downwards, the latitude is south.
L ongitude on the maps is expressed by figures placed at 
the top and bottom. If the figures increase from left to right, 
the longitude is east; if irom right to left, the longitude is 
west. On a map of the World the longitude is marked on 
the eqxiator.
The greatest latitude a place can have is 9 0  degrees; and 
the greatest longitude, 1 8 0  degrees* All places on the 
equator have no latitude; all places on the first meridian 
have no longitude.
1.— To find the latitude of any given place.
Rule.—Trace a parallel of latitude through the given 
place, and the point where that parallel cuts either side of 
the map, marks the degree of latitude.
Exercise.—What is the latitude of Dublin ? Answer^ 
53® 21' N. Of London? Answer 51J® N. What is the 
latitude of the other chief towns in Europe? Of Asia, 
Australia, &c. What places have the same latitude as 
Naples, Canton, New York, Sydney, Melbourne, &c.
♦If the circumference of a circle be divided into 360 equal parts, each 
part is tenned a degree (°) : if a dej^ree be divided into 60 equal parts, 
each is called a m inute('); and if a minute be divided into 60 equal 
parts, each is called a second (").
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2.— To find the longitude of any given place.
Rule.—Trace a meridian through the given place, and the 
point where it cuts the top or bottom of the map shows 
the longitude. On a map of the Worlds the point where 
the meridian crosses the equator, marks the longitude.
Exercise.—What is the longitude of Dublin ? Ansioery 
6® 18' W. W hat is the longitude of the other chief towns 
of Europe ? of Asia ? &c. What places have the same 
longitude as Mexico, Lima, Moscow, Hobart Town ? &c,
3.— The latitude ayid longitude of a place being given  ^ to find
hat place.
Rule.—Draw a parallel of latitude cutting the opposite 
sides of the map at the given latitude ; and a meridian 
cutting the top and bottom of the map at the given longitude, 
the point where these lines cross each other, is the place 
required.
Exercise.—W hat place lies in 55° 57' N. lat. and 30° 10' 
W. long. ? Ans.^ Edinburgh. In 34° 22' S. lat. and 18° 
23' E. long. ? Ans., The Cape of Good Hope. In 31° 46' 
N. lat. and 35° 20' E. long. ? Am., Jerusalem.
4 .— To find the difference of latitude between any two given
places.
Rule.—Find the latitude of both places; if both be 
north^ or both south, their difference will be the answ er; 
but if one be north and the other south, their sum will be 
the answer.
Exercise.—What is the difference of latitude between 
Philadelphia and St. Petersburg ? Aws., 20° Between 
Madras and Waterford? Ans., 39° 13'. Between St. 
Helena and Sydney ? Ans., 17° 55'. Between Rome and 
the Cape of Good Hope? Ans., 76° 16'.
5. — To find the difference of longitude between any two given
places.
Rule.—Find the longitude of both places ; if both be east 
or both bo west, their difference will be the answer ; but if 
one be east and the other west, their sum will be the 
answer.
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Xote.—Should the sum exceed 180 subtract it from 360, 
and the diflference will be the answer.
Exercise.— What is the difference of longitude between 
Constantinople and Calcutti? .4n^, 59° 23'. Between  
Mexico and Nankin? Ans.y 141°. Between Co^k and 
Quebec ? Ane., 62° 47'. Between Preston and Pekin ? 
Ans., 119° 20'.
G.—The hour at any place being given  ^ to find what hour it is 
at any other place.
Rule.—Multiply the difference of longitude between the 
two places by 4, and the product is the difference of time 
in minutes; which addxd to the given hour is the answer, 
if the place at which the hour is required be eastward 
but if westward it must be subtracted.
Exercise.—When it is 12 o’clock in London, what time is 
it in St. Petersburg ? Ans.., 2 o’clock. At Constantinople ? 
Ans.j 56 min. past 1. At Rome, Sydney ? &c. When it is 
10 o’clock in the morning at Leghorn, what time is it at 
Limerick? Ans., 44 min. past 8. How many degrees of 
longitude cause a difference of 12 hours? 180°.
7.— To find at what rate per hour the inhabitants of any place
are carried round by the revolution of the earth on its axis.
Rule.—Find by the table the number of miles in a degree 
of longitude in the 1 ititude of the place ; and that number 
multiplied by 11 will give the answer.
Exercise.— At what rate per hour are the inhabitants of 
London carried round from west to east ? Ans.y 645 English  
miles. The inhabitants of Dublin Ans.. 622 miles. Of 
Quito? Ans., 1036 miles. What places are carried round 
the quickest from west to east? Ans., All places on the 
equator. What places are not affected by the daily motions 
of the earth? A ns., The Poles.
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